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Inrwtl|»Uoo indicates that thara »n 39 labor 
anlona in tha mUm picture inAutr/j aen thai 
f •?• A.F. of 1m, Um ethers ara indap ondoa t 
•nlono. Tboro oro no C.1,0. onions In the notion . 
piotvo industry, About half of Um onions appoar 
to bo eontrollod by tho Coaaunists or follow tho 
'Granuniat Party lino fbr basinets roaaona, mllt- 
$**• parhapa, that it ia a good baalnaaa policy to 
^follow along rathor than raaort to opposition Uo- 
Aico. Iho so-called "cultural groups" in tho w- 
r 00 Pic tor* industry, actors, aetraasaa, and 
writers, appoar to bo ondor tho oontrol and diroe- 
^ion of tho CoMumiot Party and follow tho Ccaaua-’ 
'*^, P4rt7 liftB ** 411 »"* rsrias their po- 

aiUon without difficulty whoa tho CoMuni,t Party 
changes its policy. Quite a aoeber of directors' . 

aocaeutiTaa aro Mil known Goaaunlata, others 
follow tho Coaaunirt Party, Una and ehanga without 

t^ 14 ^ 011 * h * n th,p * 1# • «h»nga in tha Coen uniat 
Party lino. Tho ConuoioU in Hollywood bara sot 
up nany Coonunist eontrollsd front organisation** 
•hich follow arary ehanga dictated by tha foreign 
policy of tha CcwMunlat Party of tho Sovlat Ohio® 
uith headquarters at Moscow, Russia. 
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AT LOS ANG5IZS. CALIFORNIA : 


The Bureau instructed that a comprehensive report be prw-" 

' T>ar$d Indicating the Conn uniat Infiltration a nd possible control of the action 
picture industry. It was suggested that the report cover the activities of 
the Communis te in the field of labor organisations, shoeing the extent to wh ich 
the Communist Party has gained control and direction of the activities of that 
section of the skilled, unskilled end technical workers In the Hollywood eta— 

• dioe. It nae been found in this field that there are thirty-nine separata 
", labor organisation* which operate aa bargaining agendas for their indlvitoal 
groups, with approximately 20,000 members* 

i. The first portion of this report deals with labor organ!— 

i cations and groups, while the second main portion of this report deals with 
> ths activities of the Coon uniats among ths writers, actors, actresses, 

< t4.ves, directors, and the so-called intellectuals in general. 

v \ While both of these groups have been subject to Coawwist 

penetration, and ikiile the methods of penetration have not been the earns , it 
being necessary to approach the working man from a different angle the 
intellectual , nevertheless both groups fora a part of a broad <**mp*< g i to in- 
fluence the motion picture -Indue try as a whole, and the binding and directing 
force is clearly traceable to ths activity of the Communist Party. 


v It has bean found that ths Communist activities in the J 

notion picture industry are not in any sense Local bet on the contrary they 
fom a pert of a gigantic world-wide conspiracy of control rtiich has its 
origin and direction in the Cowoftmiat, Party of the Soviet Union. 

* " - ' „■* '■ 

* ' '*^5- It has been observed that the activities, whether they 

be in the C ommu n ist controlled labor unions, the Communist controlled cels- 
toral groups, or the Coouuinist front organizations under Coomuniat control, 

' follow every change dictated by the foreifla policy of the Canonist Party of 
the Soviet Union. •: 


: In each instance when the Canonist International, which /> 

. has its headquarter ■ in Ifoacow, Beasts, sets up a policy te be followed 
J the Ceawumiet Partla* throughout the mrld, thee* Coemunist groups is 
wood have followed "lb* Con uni »t Party Line”.(l| Ctd < 
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For example, from August, 1935, when 

the Seventh World Congress of the Conwunist International, held in liosoirt 
Bnasla, laid down the formula for what was called "The Popular Front", up to 
the time of the signing of the pact between HITTER and STALES on August 23, 
1939, everj Communist controlled organisation in Hollywood labor unions, 
cultural groups and front organizations followed that policy* On August 23, 
1939 the non-aggressive pact between HITI® and STALIN waa announced to the. 
world, within a period of sixty days taese su* Huiaywooa organa zauiou* com- 
pletely reversed their position and began advocating isolation, 
to the lend-leass policy, and called the war an imperialist war 



Again on June 22, 1941 when HITLER attacked Russia and 
the Communist Party line was changed, these same groups changed likewise and 
are now for all-out prosecution of the war and pretend to be bending every 
effort to defeat HITLER in accordance with the announced Comaunist Party line* 


NATIONAL CQUGTTZE. COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A., NETT YORK CITY, RETAINS ITS SPECIAL 
JURISDICTION OVER HOLLYWOOD CULTURAL GROUPS FOR PURPOSE 
OF PREVBNTINg"SKPOSPRB 

{Source A has atated^ftJ^t as far back as 1934 the Communist 
Party btgan to lay plans to utilize Hollywood and the motion picture industry 
for the Coamunist cause, bat it was not until the fall of 1936 that a full 
realization of this possibility was reached. On November 13 and 14, 1936, 
there was held in San Francisco a conference of writers from all over the 
United States. It was called the Western Writers Congress, The call for 
this congress ms issued by HARHT ' CARLISLE, an important functionary of tha 
Communist Party in California at the time. He had been centering his activi- 
ties in tbs Hollywood section, CARLES IE was a member of the Nation al Coancil 
of the League of American writers wrucn was organized” In the spring 
in Now Tork CltyT This national - " oguhtil' was’ affiliated with the” Inter nationa l 
Union of Revolutionary Writers whose headquarters were in Moscow, fto*»£a. 

CARLES IE had also bean national organizer oi the JOHN REED CLUB, a Communist 
group which preceded the formation of the League of American Writers, 


Representing the Central Cotmittes of the Oomwanist Party 
at this congress were VICTOR J« JERQUE and MICHAEL GOLD, JERQUE was a Mmfeer 
of tha Central Cocnittee of the Communist Party, and QUIT is the well known 
Comaunist writer on the eta ff of the "Daily Worker", the official papor of 
the Communist Party in America, located in New York City, - U . 


Writers and personages from, or connected with, Hsllywod, 
attended this conference as delegates, and were* 
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DOHOTHI PARKER, * Hollywood screen writer. — »m x/UTl tHS * 

VIOLA BRQTKEBS SHORE, Hollywood screen writer. 

D0NA1D OGDEN STEWART, Hollywood screen writer. 

ELLA 11AE WINTER, Hollywood screen writer, magazine writer, 
widow of LIN CO IH STEFFENS, and at present 
wife of DONAID OGDEN STEWART. 

GERALD STRANG, Hollywood screen writer. 

CLARA '.'EATHERWAI, Hollywood screen writer. 

UPTON SINCLAIR, author and screen writer. 

JOHN STEINBECK, writer. 

CARET McWULIAie, writer and lawyer who was Commissioner of 
Housing and Immigration of the State of Cal- 
ifornia during the Governor OLSON administration 

MICHAEL QUIN (PAUI_J2CAN-) , columnist of the "People's World, the 
official Communist publication on the west 
coast. 


It was at this congress that the possibilities of the mo- 
tion picture incfeistry as a field for Communism were brought to the attention 
of the Central Cosuittee of the Communist Party with striking force. 

r- -Nl V>-1 

£ Source B fumishedjto the Los Angeles Bureau Office a 
letter received from the WESTERN WRITERS CONGRESS, Room 214, 604 Montgomery 
Street, San Francisoo, California, dated January 27, 1937, signed by RAHHI 
CARLISLE, Executive Secretary, on which appeared a list of the sponsors of 
this congress. This list is as follows! 
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LINCOLN STEFFENS 
LOUIS ADAMIC 
JOHN R. ADA1G 
GEORGE P. ADAMS 
HENRI G. ALSBERG 
HOWARD BAKER 
BETTI BALLANTINK 
JOHN BARRI 

ERNEST SUTHERLAND BATES 

CHARLES BONNER 

B. A. BOTKIN 

JOHN H. BRADLET, JR. 

CALVIN BRIDGES 

JQHN/B RIGHT 

ARTHUR BRQDEUR 

GILBERT BROWN 

H, C. BROWN 

R. L. BURGESS 
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WITTER BTNNER 
JAMES CALDWELL 

harri Carlisle 

OLIVER CARLSON 
ARTHUR CAILOR 
HAAKON CHEVALIER 
HUMPHREY COBB 
.HOWARD McKINLEY CORNING 
CLARKSON CRANE 
H. L. DAVIS 
HARO ID 1ST 
GARLAND ETHEL 
GUISEPFE FACCI 
HAKVET FERGUSSON 
SARA BARD FIELD 
HUDEGAHDE FLANKER 
MARTIN FLAVIN 
UTWTiir ma F O RD 
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AIFRED FRANKENSTEIN 
ELSA GIDLOW 
MICHAEL G O IP 
DAVID GHDWK0W5KI 
JOSEPH HARRISON 
ADA HASTINGS HEDGES 
HOWARD HILL 
CHARLES HILTON 
JAMES TOPPER 
HELEN HOTT 
FLORENCE EEAN JAMES 
ALEXANDER KAUN 
HERBERT KLEIN 
ROBIN LAMPSON 
PROF. B. H. LEHMAN 
JANET LEWIS 
MABEL DODGE LUHAN 
DR. LILLIAN J. MARTIN 
HSDFEHN MASON 
EDWIN JUSTUS MAUR 
CARET MCWILLIAMS 
ALEXANDER MEUCLEJOHN 
SEIPHN MENEFEB 
H. G. MERRIAK 
LOREN MUTER 
MAI MILLS? 

FUIMEE MOOD 
RICHARD NEUBERGSR 
ALBERT M. OTTSWHEIMSl 
LANCASTER POLLARD 
LANESfCS CTJUTir POWELL 
MICHAEL otmr 


PETER QUINCE 
REWARD HADENZEL 
KENNETH REXROTH 
HAROLD SALEMSQH 
WILLIAM SARDIAN 
GEORGE SHAFTELL 
nWIN SHAM- 
VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE 
UPTON SINCLAIR 
rpqg SLESINGER 
PAUL JORDAN SMITH 
JOHN STEINBECK 
IRVING STONE 
ROBERT TASKER 
LID ID THOMPSON 
ANTHONY M. TURANO 
ETHEL TURNER 
FRANKLIN WALKER 




CLARA HSATHH9CAX 
MARIE d» L. WELCH 
GEORGE WEST 
NATHANIEL WEST 
T. K. WHIPFIZ 


ROBERT WHITAKER 
LESLIE T. WHITE 
STEWART EDWARD WHITS 
ALBERT RHIS WTLLIA1S 
GEORGE WILSON 
ELLA WINTER 
SOPHUS KEITH WINTER 
CHARLES ERSKENE SCOTT WOOD 
BEKTTOID nam s L 
JAKE ZEITLIN 


AM a result of -tfee WESTERN WRITERS OONSESS, Source 0/(^1 
has stated that early in 1937* VICTOR J. JEROME was tent to Hollywood to ' a 
direct the activities of the Coauunist Party in the notion picture indue try (f/ 


After his arrival here a decision was wads that owing te 
the importance of Hollywood and the prominence of those personages, asters, 
actresses, writers, directors and others who were drifting over into the Goa- 
ounist Party and. the various front organisations, it would be necessary to 
separate the Hollywood activities of the Party fro* all connection with Die- /'j 
trict No. 13 of the Ccoounist Party arid place It directly under the jarledic-\ / 
tion and supervision of the Central Comlttee of the Communist Party in New 
Tork City* This arrangement applied only to those units of tbs Party i&ich 
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were composed of prominent actors, actresses, writers, director*, and exacts 
tives. It did not apply to rank and file Communists who were a sabers of labor 
unions ( yC) 

This deeieion was carried out and from that time on the 
Hollywood cultural faction was completely independent and had no official con- 
nection with the local management of the Communist Party. ^ 0-0 

To further protect the Hollywood luminaries who were then 
flocking into the Communist orbit in such numbers, directives were issued that 
*1 1 party membership books were to bs destroyed and all documentary evidence 
of every kind was also to be deetroyed^^ 

In addition to the foregoing precautions, all units to 
which personages belonged were made "closed units". A "closed unit" ie one 
which retains the same membership continuously, taking in no new members, 
thus preventing a leak. 


Members of these units, when paying their dues to 
party, merely- bought the required dues stamps and then destroyed them 


(po 


Source D fhmished to Agent a copy of a "strictly confi- 
dential" report dated January 22, 1934 which was prepared by a party who had 
been a member of the Communiet Party and who may have been a member of the 
Communist Party at the tine the report was made. This report was made for 
ths "Association of Motion Picture Producers, Inc." and contains much valu- 
able preliminary information as this was approximately two years before tbs 
Central Committee of the Conmunist Party, U.S.A. at New York City began to 
realize the possibilities of the motion picture industry to the Communist 
Party. This report is copied herein:^(j>-) 


"Subjects Activities of Individual Communis te"^ (jS) 
and Organizations in Hollywood* j A' 



"As following information on individual Comunists 
and Co m muni st organizations, subsidiary and otherwise, operating in 
Hollywood, ie furnished for your information^*^ 


"The Loe Angeles sub-district of District 13 of the 
Communist Party USA, now has a total of 105 units functioning in Los 
Angela e and immediate vicinity, with a total membership of approxi- 
mately 1750 persons* This, however, does not include tamnbsrahlp of \\ 
several thousand in their numerous subsidiary and 
tions. 
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•In Hollywood, proper, there have been established six 
separate units of the Coonunist Party during the past five months , " at 
the beginning of which there existed only one unit whose activities 
were somewhat United, and the spreading of its influence to the est- 
tent of ths formation of six units is a significant barometrical read- 
ing of the growth of the party in Hollywood^^ 

•While there are six units that are acknowledged, there 
is a seventh which might be termed a shadow unit, which is being kept 
secret until seme time after February. This seventh unit is composed 
mainly of fomer Socialist Party members who have broken away from the 
Socialist Party and have become affiliated with the Communist Party 
and the existence of this unit will not be made known until after the 
state convention of the Socialist Party. Among the notable members of 
this latter unit, are Ur. and Mrs. NASH, having been identified as 
state secretary of the Socialist Party. \jJ\ 

"The fomer Socialist Party headquarters located at 1153 
Vine St. , Hollywood, hae beam taken over by the Coanunist Party and ite 
subsidiaries. Among some of the organizations hold i n g meetings there 
are the JOHN HEED CLUB, the Pen k Hammer Club, and a recant newly or- 
ganized social group of the motion picture workers. This headquarters 
is known a a the Commonwealth House. ' U-'t 


"One of the Communist Party units held Its meeting at 
the Commonwealth House on Thursday, January 11th, at which comprehen- 
sive reports on the activities of this unit and its members during the 
past and on its future work was rendered. The major concentration de- 
cided upon the building of the Motion Picture Workers Union^l/^j 


"A Ur. NO IF, an organizer of one of the Hollywood Units 
of the Communist Party, known both as HERMAN WOLF and HAfiVET WOLF, ie 
the orgmiser of the new revolutionary union, which is known as the 
"Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union.” It appears that WO IF wee 
formerly employed as a laboratory worker In a studio and has a wide 
acquaintance among the workers in the motion picture industry, sod he 
is now applying himself assiduously to the building of this new onion/ 


•lbs Coonunist Party fraction of the new union ie 
posed of WCIF, NEIL BRANT, the QOILBLATT brothers (Young Communist 
League members) EDDY CLARK, BILL C3HER, HEIMAR BERGMAN, I£KJ HKTFSTX, 
Mr. and Mrs. QOHDON, Gardenia, and a few others. Not all ths fraction 
members are members of the Communist Party, and though this is wmm 
whet of an unusual situation, it ia permitted in this instance because 
of the superlatively revolutionary psychology and ideas of the persons 
involved. They follow the party line and decisions unerringly 



( 


"From confidential reports, 7J0U la being careful in 
hie selection of members for the union and appears to be concentrating 
on the carpenters, painters and other laborers, and is shying away at 
this time from the writers. This is mainly because the inarticulate 
worker is more tractable than the intellectual and can be counted upon 
to follow the leaders' instructions or appeals in the case of an emei>- 
gency.j^ ^ 

"The policy in building the new motion picture union is 
to carefully build up a solid mastership of the studios anployees, then 
when the membership is sufficiently strong enough, WOLF and the other 
party members will propose affiliation with the Trade Union Unity 
League and it is believed that ths rank and file of the membership will 
have by this time been sufficiently impregnated with Communist Party 
psychology. After this move has been accomplished, ths writers and 
other more temperamental of the workers will be solicited for menber- 
ship^>< ^ 

"As a means to an end, an association of motion picture 
employees has been organized. This organization bears the front of a 
sociAl organization, but is in reality utilized as a recruiting field 
for the new motion picture employees union, ^ jlJ 

"This social group meets with and listens to HSWAB B5RG- 
LIAN and othsr smooth tongued Communists, and absorbs Communist germs 
without realizing it. TO LF refers to the social group as the "educa^- 
tional" group and is frank among the comrades in the party in Hollywood 
to adult that it was .organized for the purpose of lining up prospects 
for the union.Ct^OO 

"Other brevities on Communist Party activities in Holly- 


"\Jtner brevities on Co 
wood include the following^|&J /l\.) 


"The Hollywood section of the Communist Party commemorated 
the paesing of NICOLAI I .ENIN at their own section, Sunday night, January 
21et at the Commonwealth House, 1453 Vine St. (rear) at 8 p.a.; Dr. 
TASHJIAN was the chairman of the meeting, and NEIL BRANT was the 

— — - v - - — Xo at. \ 


speaker <XJ ^ 


"Members of the Hollywood section of the Coomunist Party 
have received instructions from the sub-district headquarters in Loe 
Angeles that the election campaign will be one of the major campaigns \\y 
°f the party this year. Every party member stands instructed to regls— \ 
ter "Communist", The old evasion of "decline to state", is definitely 
abolished and all party members must register "Communist ^ 
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"The Hollywood section of the Communist Party ie 
planning to establish the Daily Wo liter in Hollywood (The Daily Work- 
er is the official organ of the Communist Party in the United. Statee). 
It appears that after considerable dickering, they have made arrange- 
ments with the owner of a newsstand located at 6363 Hollymod Blvd. 
to stock and carry this publication and copiee may be procured at this 
address at the present tiae^\^ f U.) 

"One of the outstanding activities of the Hollywood 
section of the party is the maintenance of a propaganda group as the 
"Hollywood Discussion Club," which trading on the leniency of the 
School Board in its policy of permitting Communist subsidiaries and 
Communist camouflaged organizations to use the school buildings for 
thsir propaganda work, organized a committee to arrange and conduct 
meetings of the Hollywood Discussion Club. The committee first se- 
cured the 7ine St. School for these meetings. Meetings were held in 
this building for a matter of sereral months, then it became apparent 
that the location wae not the best so far as drawing power was con- 
cerned, and accordingly, the committee sought a more advantageous lo- 
cation, with the result that the school building located at the corner 
of Santa Monica Bird, and Van Ness Are. is now being utilized for dis- 
semination of all sorts of Communist propaganda. Party members be- 
lieve that larger crowds will be attracted in this location and that 
the party’s influence will grow among those attending these meetings 
in the near future 

"A Comuni 3 1 Party member named WITH AM GHTER, who is 
also an actor and now employed in the studioe, hae conducted negotia- 
tione with the School Board for the use of the echool buildings. In 
his applications for permits to the Board and when appearing before 
them, he is known as WILLIAM GREEK, and it appears from his talk or 
cover with members, that he wears the ultimate in the matter of facial 
innocence and expression, and is never suspected of being a Communist. 
In the past, at regular interv&lej- it has been necessary for him to 
appear before the School Board ftfr-a renewal of the permit to use tbs 
building, and at these times this mild appearing Communist used the 
fictitious name ofjtr. WTTI.TA U GREEK, Impressing the Board members 
with his integrity^ (u ) 

■Several interesting new members have been added to 
the Communist Party units in Hollywood, among them being, DON GORDON, 
the writer, BEK PRIVAL, the artist, who has a Mall studio located at 
6768 Hollywood Blvd., PHTVA1 has been active in the John Reed Club) 
his wife, 2QRA PRIVAL is also a party member. Another recent party 
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mauber is PAUL El AN, who conducts the Hollywood Book Store on Holly- 
wood Bird. KTAN is a student and a clever writer and ie, incidentally 
also very active in the John Heed Club* Hie non do plume is UICHAEL 
QUIN and he ie on the staff of the "Partisan", the John Reed Club pub- 
lication, and ie now attached to Unit #4 as Agitprop director, but will 
only remain until such time ae this unit develops sufficiently to pro— — . 
vide an agitprop director to take -hi a place. By territorial division 
he belongs to another of the Hollywood Units 

"The "Partisan" is the official publication of the John 
Heed Clubs of Hollywood, Carmel and San Francisco with ma.1 ling address 
Box 2088, Hollywood, and is termed the "revolutionary journal of art, 
literature and opinion." It is published in Hollywood, Cal, and ma d e 
its firet appearance in Volume 1, #1, December, 1933o4Ux) 


"The writers and artiste union of the John Reed Club 
meets separately every Wednesday night at the Coomonwealth House, 1433 
Vine St., rear. 


"One of the other units of the Hollywood section of the 
Conmunist Party ie concentrating on agitation among the laundry workers 
in the Hollywood territory. Leaflets have been distributed among work- 
ers in the Hollywood Laundry at Sunset and Tujunga, and o there at the 
Community Laundry and the Pride Hand Laundry. NEIL BRANT ie the direct- 
or of the laundry activities of the Hollywood eection and will present 
a plan of action for the unite in the near future. (’Sg ^ 


"Other Communist subsidiaries existing in Hollywood 
proper include: Two branches of the International Labor Defense, name- 

ly the Ben Boloff Branch and the Karl Leibknecht branch, German speak- 
ing. Two unite of the Young Communist League, and two Young Pioneer 
troops, and International Workers Order, adult branch and International 
Workers Order, youth branch; a branch of the I COR and a unit of the Work- 
ers Ex-Servicemen's League. Also the Communist Party has fraction mem- 
bers in five groups of the Bellamy Clubs; one of said groups sends dele- 
gatee to the "Anti War Conference" and to the "United Front Conference 
Against Fascist. 

"There also exists in connection with the John Heed Clube, 
the block of painters engaged in freecoe and mural paintings; a branch 
of the W.I.R. (Workers International Relief) ie in process of formation. 
Already there ie functioning a Workers Film and Photo League, under the 
leadership of the W.I.R. ; it ie composed chiefly of petty bourgeoisie 
elements, but it holds alluring possibilities for exploitation by the 
Communiete; CLARK, a cameraman and member of Unit ttk Comm uni et Party ie 
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313 ting in the extension of this organization* There is also a branch 
of the National Students League In Hollyiwod, which was organized by the 
Young Communist League. ^ 

"The "Red front", an organization of Conmuniet members 

for use as defense squads and strong arm tactics when coming in conflict 
with the police, hse been organized during the past eeveral month e. It 
is described by the Communists as the vanguard of the Communist Party 
and members from each of the 105 units are assigned to thie organization* 
The "Bed front" ie already well organized in New York, Chicago and other 
metropolitan centers, and will always bs found at the front in fights, 
daoonstrations and other places where serious struggle is anticipated on 
the part of Coomuniet Party leadership*^ ^ J 


"The Belief Workers Protective Union ie a Communist or- 
ganization of workers on county relief roll; has two locale located 
throughout Hollywood, ae well as a Communist Party fraction working in r 
one of the Hollywood Unemployed Cooperative Relief Association units ^4) 


"Will endeavor to keep you advised from time to time of 
any outstanding progreee being made by the Conxnunists in their endeavor 
to penetrate into the motion picture industry, or an y other activities 
that may interest you*^S^ 

Source D also on February 20, 1933 furnished to the Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Producers, Inc*, a report in which Source stated 
that the Coomuniets "John Reed Club of Hollywood was a branch of the inter- 
national Union of Revolutionary Writere and Artists," members of which are 
to be found amond the writers, actors, actresses, artists apd scenic painters 
and others employed in the various motion picture etudios^\J^u_ \ 


Source further stated that a communication from the "work- 
ers International Relief" addressed to JOSEPH TURCHB1SKT was available which 
made mention of the fact that SAM OHNITZy a writer, woe employed by one of 
'Qfct studios and that a copy of a letter' of ORNITZ' adore esed to the Interna- 
tional Labor Defense in Los Angeles was also avaiiable£»J (lA-J 


Source then stated "The Workers International Relief is 
a Co mm u ni st subsidiary and auxiliary mass organisation having a dual mission, 
that of rendering assistance and relief in strikes, and has charge of prole- 
tarian cultural activities, presenting propaganda films and entsrtaiiment, 
and the establishing of Communist children's simmer camps*" It further 
stated that the national chairman of the Workers International Relief, BISHOP 
WI LLIA M 1BNTQQMEHY BROWN, is an avowed Communist and its national secretary, 
ALFRED WAGENKNECHT, is a member of the Central Executive Conmittee of the 
Co m mu n ist Party, U.S.A.'^kS 





Source that JOSEPH TORCHINSKTj tc whod tJ}6 la? 

was addressed, is an active and militant member of tha Communist Party, in 
chares of Work era International Relief in this section. Source further 
stated that "Tha International Labor Defense with which SAM ORNITZ is con- 
nscted, ia another of the Communist subaidiary and auxiliary maas orpni- 
zationa, functioning for the defenae of persona (particularly Communists) 
arreated for seditioua activities against tha Go varment, and the dafsnse 
of Communists and sympathizers arreated for unlawful activities during 
strikes, demonstrations, riots-, and other disturbances ^ v 


CQNTOi PnB&w PTT1I DISTRIBUTORS. 

Source E in 1935 made a report to the employer of Source 
E relative to the above-named organization.. This report ia copied in full 

v "HE* Aaron Brodsky 

■There is, in Los Angeles, a group which calls itself tha 
"Contemporary Film Distributors". Those comprising the group are AARON 
BRODSKY, KATE BRODSKI (his wife) CHANDLER WESTON and hie wife. AARON 
BRODSKI ia tha general head of the group. 

■AARON BRODSKI is the western representative of the 
Garrison Film Company, a company producing liberal and revolutionary 
motion pictures in the east. -It ia controlled and financed by Comaun- 
ists, although this fact ia shrouded in secrecy. Tha production of 
these films ia a part of the propaganda program of the Communist Party. 


"Naturally, BRODSKI handles principally Garrison films 
but he ia not restricted in this matter. A brief review of the cir- 
cuostancee leading up to BRODSKI'S present enterprise, is necessary to 
*>*an understanding of the situation as it exists today. 

"In 1935, AARON BRODSKI Joined tha Communist Party. He 
was also a masher of the Film and Foto League, a left-wing group of 
Bohoalan type persona who had aspirations to become actors and actresses. 


"Later, the Film and Foto League waa reorganised and the 
"New Fils Group" supplanted it. After a briaf existence, this organi- 
zation was in turn dissolved in February, 1935* On® half of the member- 
ship, interested in tha production end of the buslnaea, ia still loosely 
holding together, talking about making revolutionary or liberal pictures, 
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but actually doing nothing* The other part of the a embers nip, leas 
interested in the "arty" phase of the business than in the more lucra- 
tive "shoeing" of the pictures, eet itself up in business* In spite 
of the fact that the name they adopted (Contemporary Film Distributors) 
gives the impression of big business, there are only four persona in 
the entire organization, and they are Communists. 

"BRODSKI himself, makes a salary of from $150 to $200 
per month, at present, on the ahovings of motion pictures. This salary 
is based on "labor charges" he makes for showing pictures to various or- 
ganizations, groups, affairs, etc. When sound pictures are shown, a 
larger charge ie made than for a silent picture. In addition to this, 
BRODSKI receives a 1056 commleeion from the Garrison Film Company, when 
he shows a Garrison film. However, his eteady income is derived from a 
job which he holds, but which is not known to this writer. 

"Every effort is made to delude the public as to the 
true character of the revolutionary films, not only by BRODSKI but by 
the Communist Party as well - IF - it is thought that only by such 
deceit can they guarantee that the pictures will be shown. For in- 
stance, it ie known to a few leading Comaunists, that a woman known 
as Mies WILSON, bargained with the Public Library for the showing of 
certain pictures. Hies WILSON assured the library employee that these 
pictures had no connection whatever with the Cocununiet Party or with 
Communism. She produced a card (one of which ie attached hereto) show- 
ing that these pictures were to be shown in the Hollywood Woman* a Club. 
Her listener was convinced that if the pictures were to be shown in so 
reputable a place, they must be above criticism l But - the ee cards 
were on display in the offices of the Communist Party, and ths "Modern 
Film Group" which purported to be presenting the pictures was actually 
a mall group of Communists attached to the Professional Section of the 
Communist Party* 

■Another card aocOhpanies this article, which lists four 
of this same group of pictures and showing; that this group of pictures 
was to be shown in the Indue tidal Section's Headquarters* The Indus- 
trial Section ie a section of the Communist Party. In comparing the 
two cards attached, it will be found that picture#, 2, 3, L and 5 are 
the earn# in both instances* It is ridiculous to assume that the so- 
called "Modem Film Group" would have no connection with Communism or 
the Communist Party, with evidence like this on hand* 
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"It is timely to suggest that organizations, clubs, ste., 
which are approached by personable men or women who make attractive 
offers for the showing of motion pictures, should make a thorough inves- 
tigation of the persons approaching then, and of the film or f ilm * of- 
fared, before nmk-tng any arrangements* The 5 5 Communist agents have 
developed a finished technique and can make a thorn appear aa attractive 
as a rose. 

"This policy has been adopted by ths Contemporary Film 
Distributors, as well, lira, AAEON BRODSKI is the "front" for ths or- 
ganization, making contacts with various organizations and groups and 
attending to business arrangements. BRODSKY attends to the tech- 
nical end of showing ths films. Mrs. BRODSKY is the bookkeeper for the 
group, as well.” 

The first "card" referred to in the report above is iden- 
tified a a followst 

"Ths Beet of Foreign Films at ths Industrial 
Section, 54b£ S. Spring St." 

The second "card" is identified aa follows i 
"Modem Film Group present* 

Five internationally important Sound Films 1 • • . • 

Hollywood Women's Club, 7073 Holly»od Blvd." 

Ths five film* mentioned on card No. 1 are ths following: 

"Thunder Over Mexico" 

Mexican Film by EISENSTEIN and 
UPTON SINCLAIR 

■>r_ "Crime and Punishment", 

French Film'with HAEEY BAUERS 

"Alone* - Rue si an Film 


"A Nous La Libert a" 

French Film by Bene Clair 
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The five picture e mentioned on Card Ho. 2 are the follow- 


1, "Youth of Maxim" - Russian 

Directed by K0SXNTSS7 & TRAUBERG 

2, "Crime at Punishment" - French 

Directed by PIERRE CHEHAL, with music by 

HONNEGSR 

3, "Alone" - Russian 

Directed by KOSITITSEV & TRAUBERG, music 
by SHOSTOKOVITCH 

4, "A Noue la Liberte" - French 

Directed by RENE CLAIR 

5, "The Wave" (Redee) - Mexican 

With photography by PAUL STRAND 


It will be noted that four of the five pictures are listed 
on both cards. It is reported that all of theee films are of a propaganda 
nature. 


WORKERS' FI1H AND POTO LEAGUE 

(_ Source- F fumiehedj to Agent a copy of a confidential 
port concerning the activities of the “workers Film and Foto League which held 
a mass meeting on February 6, 1V35 at the Commonwealth House, 1453 Vine Street, 
Hollywood, California. Several of the Communist Party members who were moot 
active at that time are still active in the affairs of the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles at the present time, SAM OENITZ, the featured speaker on that oc- 
casion, is one of the st&uncheet Communists in California today. This report 
is as follows : ■” 


"Preliminary activities are in progress in Hollywood, 
for the organization of a bona fids Workers' Film and Photo League, 
These activities include the holding of meetings to which the public 
and persona intsrssted in ths production of motion pictures, are in- 
vited, Interesting talks, as well as ths showing of motion pictures, 
are provided for entertainment. Ths talks are designed to inform tbs 
people of ths aspirations and plans of ths new organisation. 


"In tbs past, there has been in existence a small group 
which called itself ths Workers' Film and Photo League, but this 
group was handicapped for lack of funds, for want of ahpport from tech- 
nicians and was in reality a one-man organization. y J. SBEENOFF owis 
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the camera and scow of the paraphernalia , end he hae done most of the 
photographing and other work alone. Now, however, it ie planned by cer- 
tain of the Communist Party members, to make a real organization out of 
the remnants of the old, with a Party fraction guiding the organization. 
Among those Party members who are active in forming the new group, are ^ 
BETTI SMITH, recently arrived from New York, Mr. SALTER, aleo from New 
York, EDDIE O'TOOLE, BILL iJXLLgR, BILL GHIER and the WALLACES. 

"On Tuesday, February 6th, SAM ORNITZ wae the featured 
speaker at one of these meetings. The meeting was held in Commonwealth 
House, 1453 Vine Street. Approximately 65 people were present. An ad- 
mission charge of 151 was made. 

"ORNITZ said that the purpoee of the League was to even- 
tually produce motion pictures, depicting events in the class struggle, 
etc. In order to produce pictures which may be put on a paying baaie, 
it is necessary to draw into the League film technicians, camera man, 
gripe, cutters, electricians, etc. OHNXTZ warned his Listeners that 
they muet not come into the Workers 1 Film and Photo League with the ex- 
pectation of winning personal glory or fame. They must not come in for 
"art's" sake. They must come into the League with the full understand- 
ing that association with the organisation will place upon them the 
stigna of being called a Rad; They muet come Into the organisation un+ 
tierstanding that they will have to face HINES and his murderous Red 
Squad; they can expect that when they go out. to photograph scenes at a 
danonstration, they will probably be thrown' into jail and get their 
heads bashed in, as well. However, ORNITZ added, the member® of this 
League will have the compensation of a conscience which reets assured 
in its conviction that the owner of said conscience, has done his best 
for the revolutionary cause. "Personally", said QENITZ, "I don't see 
any fun in living unless you can take these chances. I don't know what 
justification there is for your living unlees you are willing to be 
beaten up or Jailed for the cause of the revolution.” 

"ORNITZ sneered a V the type of motion pictures which Is 
being produced. He said that the actors are tired of love scenes and 
"ell that rubbish". They want to make revolutionary pictures, which 
actually deal with the claes struggle. He declared that it wae a reve- 
lation to him when he found that so many of the actors and extras are 
Rad. 


"ORNITZ spoke of having been in Kentucky and of seeing 
the hunger, misery and want of the poor people there. He said it would 
have been invaluable if he could have made pictures of the children 
with their bodies emaciated from hunger, and their little lege that 
looked like sticks. He added that he is under indictment in Kentucky 
and that he waa exiled from there. 
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"H« declared that tha major studio* are now consider- 
ing mau-ing some Russian pictures. Ha told of tha gradual radicaliaa- 
tion of some of tha greater lights In tha picture business. Ha re- 
ferred to "Rad Square", tha picture which Columb ia w as preparing to 
make. Ha said, in connection with this, that LAURENCE STALLINGS was 
assigned to writs tha script for "Had Square". STALLINGS had always 
been viciously opposed to tha Soviet Union. In fact, ha became furi- 
ous whan the revolutionary country was mentioned in hie presence. In 
order to gather the proper information for hie assignment, he went to 
Russia in the company of MILESTONE, the director, who le a Russian by 
birth. 


"Aftar spending a little time in Russia, MILESTONE and 
STALLINGS returned to America. STALLINGS 1 sentiments towards the Soviet 
Union appeared to have undergone a complete change. Ha is now quite 
sympathetic towards Russia, and the script which he wrote for "Red 
Square" proved to be exceedingly sympathetic towards the Red Government. 

"At this point, KXJ HEIFETZ, who was sitting in the audi- 
ence, asked OHNITZ for permission to make a statement. OHNITZ begged 
that he do so, and HEIFETZ said, "Comrades, I have bad news for you. I 
was at Columbia today and they are not going to maks "Red Square". I 
saw the script which STALLINGS wrote and regard it as tha finest piece 
of liter&ry work I have seen for some tims." 

"OHNITZ displayed great chagrin at this announcement. 
HEIFETZ added further that the publicity man at Columbia said to him, 
"There's no use talking - we've got to sail the Americans on Russia. " 

"The meeting then continued in ite informal way, with 
questions from the floor, and either OHNITZ or O'TOOLE answering them. 

"Someone in the audience asked if any technicians be- 
longed to the Film and Photo League ae yet. O'TOOLE replied that 
there are camera man, cutters and writer* in the membership at present. 
It might be mentioned at this point that he announced that HAHRT KOHER, 
formerly a member of the YCL, is a cutter at U.G.U. 

"Scraps of pictures which SIMINOFF bad taken, were shown, 
at this time, but because thay were shorts and were not eorrectly as- 
ssmblsd the affect was bad." 
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LARCE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
EARLY DATE 


TO THE OOMMUNIST PARTY AT AM 





Source G furniebed the Ag«nt a copy of a report which w» a 
prepared early in 1936 for certain picture producers. This report ia ae fol- 
lower 1!S1 




"From ° mr>n g the fabuloue-ealarled executives , directors , 
actors, scenario writers, etc., of the motion picture industry, hare 
come the Communist Party's most liberal financial supporters. Without 
the hu g e monthly contributions of these persons, the Communist Party 
would have been handicapped in meig twining the extensive headquarters 
at 224 S • Spring Street and at 230 S . Spring Street^\J {u. ] 


"These contributors are given the utmost in protection 
by the Communist Party. One trusted Party member acta as collector, 
and once each month, visits the various contributors for the purpose of 
making the collections. An official receipt is given. Only a true ted 
few of the Party members know the names of the contributors. There is 
one outstanding example of exposure, and that was the case of where 
JAKES CAGNEY'S name was broadcast after letters had been found, identi- 
fying him ae a Communist sympathizer and supporter. This experience 
caused a tightening of the apparatus handling collections, etc. Q^(ju) 

"JAKES CAGNEY’S naee is among those at the head of the 
list of heavy contribu tors ^ He can be counted upon to make additional 
contributions in emergency casee, as well as to maintain his regular 
monthly payments 

M FRANK DAVIS, assistant producer and director, whose 
home is at 338 N. Barrington Drive, Brentwood Heights, makes a regular 
monthly donation of $500.00 to the Communist Party. DAVIS recently 
flew his own plane to Yuma, where he wee married to TESS SLESINGER. 

TESS SLESINGER, incidentally, divorced her former husband because he 
did not share her radical ideas! "She Is a scenario writer. She, like 
DAVXS, is a staunch supporter of Coomunisd^N (u.) 


"Last May, FRANK DAVIS, accompanied by Mrs. BERYL LA 
CAVA, wife of GREGORY LA CAVA (motion picture director), went to Russia* 
Ha declared that his purpose in visiting Buesia was to determine for 
himself, that HEARS T was printing lies about that country. DAVIS said 
he was going to fly over the Ukraine and convince himself that starvation 


warn unknown there 




"Before leaving for New York, on the first stage of the 
Russian trip, FRANK DAVIS made a gift of a Ford V-8 coupe to the Ins 
Angeles Section of the Commuhist Party. The Ford had 4 >ean one of his 
personal cars and the signing over of the certificate of ownership 
a earned a trifling thing to him. At the time he left for Russia, be. 
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was donating $100.00 per oonth to the Party. The increasing of the 
monthly contribution to $500.00 apparently indicate! that his devo-' 
tion to Communism has increased considerably since that time^O^ jiLj 


"It may be interesting to note here that last summer, 
the C.E.C. of the Communist Party sent a man known only as "LAERENCE*, 
from New York to Los Angeles, for the specific purpose of organizing 
the wealthy sympathizers into a disciplined group. These wealthy Com- 
munist sympathizers were told that the Party needed their support and 
would protect that* Since that time, the monthly collections hare been 
made in an organized manner and the incase of the Communist Party has 
bsen incredibly increased. A certain percentage of all collections re- 
mains in the treasury of the Los Angeles Section, some goes to the Dis- 
trict and the balance to New Tork.^X) 

"MARION AINSLEE, scenario writer, was also among the con- 
tributors to the Party. Last summer, she was donating $50*00 per month. 
In September, she went to Russia to join her husband, who has been a 
student in the University of Moscow for about three years. He is major- 
ing in "Organization" and upon his return to the United States, the Party 
will assign him to some major position in this field. MARION AINSLEE 
w ill return to America with her husband, and without a doubt, her dona- 
tions will resume their regularity (\A^) 


"SAM CRNITZ, writer, has long been identified with the 
revolutionary movement. Hie monetary contributions to the cause of 
revolution and the soviet! zation of the United States, are made through 
the International Labor Defense. Besides his monetary contributions, 
he contributes much in writing. He also speaks at various radical af- 
fairs and io mightily interested in the production of motion pictures 
which will act as mediums for the dissemination of revolutionary pro- 
paganda. 


"OtJY ENDOKE, writer, is also listed as a sympathiser and 
contributorJk^^xJS * 


iy sympathetic 
called uponij^ 


"RUTH CHATTERTQN, the star, is described as being extreme- 
and can be counted upon to make liberal contributions when 



"LIONEL STANDEE, the comedian who is becoming so popular, 
is a member of the Communist Party and is probably assessed by the Party, 
for a considerable percentage of his large salary^&j 
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"FRANK Turns, motion picture director, is among the dev- 
otees to the Soviet idee. The extent of hie contribution to the move- 
ment, hae not been learned by the writer, but it ia understood that he 
is moet liberal. His wife, TANIA, was the sponsor of a large affair 
held at the fashionable Trocadero, some time agp, the proceed* of which 
went to the Scotteboro Defense.^^u.,) 

"EDWARD G. ROBINSON, star, i# an acbdtted Communist sym- 
pathizer . He contributes heavily. Last suoter, ho attended the "protest 
meeting" held at the Vine Street Playhouse in HoHywwd, which wae held 
for the purpose of the so-called attack upon BILL GHXEH. It may be re- 
called that BILL GHIER, a member of the Communist Party, was assisting 
in the presentation of the anti-fascist play, "Till the Day I Die", at 
the Vine Street Theater, at that time. One night, he claimed, he was 
way-laid as he left the Theatre and severely beaten. Cor/ai m is ts an d sym- 
pathisers Immediately arranged the protest meeting, at which GHIER, lean- 
ing heavily upon a cane and attempting to look wan, was the star. EDWARD 
G. ROBINSON attended this meeting, occupying a seat doio front. He wae 
among those most vociferously voicing their anger at the attack upon G HIER 

"It was learned that KING VIDOR is begi nn i n g to show left- 
ward tendencies. At a meeting of writer* and press correspondent*, KING 
VIDOR remarked that Russia is making the very beet motion pictures being 
produced anywhere in the world today. He attributed this fact to the 
fact that tha producers "are not hampered by having to consider box-office 
results", as the Soviet Union is not interested in profits. 

"VICTOR SHAPIRO, publicity man at Twentieth-Century Fox, 
hae Joined the band of Communist supporters. He ia willing to contri- 
bute not only money but his ability as publicity nan, as well, offering 
all of the facilities at hie command, for convsreion to Comaunist re- 
quirement * 

"It hae been reported that LEWIS MILESTONE ie rapidly be- 
coming a believer in the Russian precepts. And that he ie willing to 
contribute to the cause in any way he is able to. 


"It may be apropos to make some reference here to the play, 
"Bury the Dead." On March 29th, this play was read at the Women * 1 Club 
on Hollywood Boulevard, with FREDERIC MARCH and hi* wife, FLORENCE EL- 
DREDGE, readihg~tttv-maJor roles. Among the notable* attending this read- 
ing were JAMES CAGNET, LIONEL STANDEE, ONSLOW STEVENS, DUDLET NICHOLS (who 
re c entiy ro fused to accept the academy award, claiming that it wae n ot a 
fairly conducted procedure and that it ie an empty gesture), FRANK TUTTLE 
and hie wife and JOHN CROMTIELL, the well known 
flcant estate in Hidden Valley. 


ctor who hae a magni- 
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"It is understood that there has been considerable 
friendly rivalry among the directors sad actors, in attempts to secure 
the coveted roles. A clipping from the Western Worker" indisputably 
identifies some of these motion picture celebrities with the powerful 
anti-war play, (enclosed). In the Los Angeles Times of April 19th, 

1936, an article appeared, wording of which was as follows, 

« 'BURY THE DEAD 1 TO BE PRODUCED. 

* ‘The reception accorded 'Bury the Dead* in New York 
has prompted Contemporary Theatre to produce this anti-war play in Los 
Angeles. 


“ 'Following a conference with JOHN CBDU7ELL and EQON 
BHEECHER, who wt~n co-direct. Contemporary Theatre has announced that 
'Bury The Dead' will go into rehearsal immediately. According to the 
present plans, it will open in May. ' 


"GEORGE HELLGR5H, who is credit manager for the loan as- 
sociation conducted by the Fox Studios, and who is head of the safety 
department as well, is a heavy contributor to the revolutionary move- 
ment. He contributes to every campaign and activity. He ie employed 
at the Fox Westwood Studios. ^ 


"CLIFFORD ODETTS, well known writer, is another Communist 
Party member and supporter. He came to Hollywood recently from New York 
and accepted a position at $2500,00 per week at Paramount Studios. 


"Regardingi CLIFFORD ODETTS. 

"The following was learned today from a reliable and 
extremely confidential source. 

"CLIFFORD ODETTS is the author of the anti-fascist play, 
"Til the Day I Die" and of "Waiting for Lefty" • These plays created a 
great furor when presented. For & long time, ODETTS, although a well 
known writer and playwright, had been struggling for a livelihood in 
New York. 


"After the smash successes of his plays, the motion pic- 
ture producers sat up and took notice of him. He was offered an enticing 
job at the salary of $2500.00 per week, in Hollywood. It appears that 
ODETTS did not even have to make up his own mind on the matter, for the 
CJ5.C. of the Communist Party - upon learning of the offer - instructed 



0D2TTS to go to Hollywood without delay and accept the 
QDETT3 carried oat his instruction end upon reaching Hollywood, signed 
a contract for two years or so. ODETTS draws a salary of $ 2500.00 per 
week which is promptly confiscated by the Communist Party, and ODETTS 
ie given a stall allowance by the Party. "(iU Tvc\ 

INTRODUCTION OF COMMUNIST PARTI ACTIVITIES IN HOLUTTOOD MOTION 

PICTURE. LABOR UNIONS ' 


Source H has stated that it was not until 19>4 that the 
Communist Inte relational (.Comintern) headquarters in Moscow, Russia discovered 
the tremendous possibilities of the motion picture ae a means of propaganda 
to serve the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and spread ite brand of Com- 
munism everywhere throughout the world wnere motion picturee are shown / /UL) 


Source stated that up to that time, which was the latter 
part of 1934, the Communiet Party in the United States had had no specific 
instructions to concentrate on the Hollywood motion picture industry with 
the object of capturing the labor unions of the worker? in that industry and 
influencing others in cultural fields in Hollywood. (£fU) 


Source stated that this is correct is borne out by what 
took place at a meeting of the Communist faction of Loe Angeles County held 
at 2500 Brooklyn Avenue, Boyle Heights, in the fall of 1933 at which time 
SAliUEL DARCY, then the Communist Party organizer of District 13 of the Party 
under which the territory of Southern California operates, severely criticized 
one of the comrades for mentioning the possibility of penetrating the motion 
picture industry. DARCY said at that time that Communists had no business 
wasting their efforts in "swanky Hollywood". Their place, he said, was down 
in the indue trial districts, Uje ^shipyards and the harbor where the real Com- 
munist work was to be done. 


^Source H stated) 




at about the same time, or shortly 
before that time, a Russian motion" picture director, SERGEI EIS31STSIN, had 
ijttade a picture in Mexico in cooperation with UPJ0N SINCLAIR, called "Thunder 
Over Mexico". This picture was call od "an epoch of revolution" by Communists 
and sympathizers. It was exhibited extensively in the United States and at 
the Lux ’Theater in Hollywood. 


KISENSTEIH cane to Hollywood at this tine and was received 
with much acclaim by executives, writers and actors alike. He was wined and 
dined and shown every consideration. He was much Impressed with the industry 
but criticized the type of pictures made. He stated that they were not suffi- 
ciently socially conscious. 
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Source stated that lata in 1934 SISQJSTSUi returned to 
Russia and has never returned to the United States so Tar as Source is in- 
formed. Source further stated that not long after EISENSTEIN arrived in 
Russia an article was published in the "Communist", the official monthly 
organ of the Comintern in the United States, fin this article the possibil- 
ities of Co m munist penetration of the Hollywood" motion "pic ture industry was 
stressed and propaganda possibilities of the motion pictures were enlarged 
upon. Source further stated that in the spring of 1935 direct orders came ■ - 
down "in mimeographed form (these communications are called "directives") 
from the top structure of the Party to all units in the Los Angeles section 
that there must be an intense concentration on Hollywood and the motion pic- 
ture industry* The article emphasized the fact that the Communists must try 
to capture the Labor unions for, if this could be done, they could be of much 
service in influencing the type of pictures produced and thus serve the Soviet 
cause,! The article mnpbaeized that at the same time work must be done among 
the cultural group, writers, artiste, actors, actresses, and others, to enlist 
their assistance toward the Communist cause. 

There is being eet out below a history of activities of 
the Communist Party as they were applied to the labor unions in the motion 
picture industry in Hollywood from the year 1934 when the Communist Party de- 
cided to enter that tield, until the present time. 


HOLLYWOOD STUDIO UHIDKS 

^Source .1, who has been a r^egbej” of the A*F. of L* labor 
unions in HoHywooa for many years, has stateajrnat the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Smpioyeee, an autonomous group of local unions identified 
with the American Federation of Labor, is one of the oldeet group of unions 
now in existence in the United States. In fact it is older than the American 
Federation of Labor itself* 

When it affiliated with the A.F. of L* in the early nine- 
ties of the last century it was granted juriediction over the working crafts 
'in the theatrical business, stage carpenters, stage electricians, property 
men, grips, flymen, and later when the motion pictures came into existence, 
the motion picture machine operators* 

Source stated that when the motion picture industry came 
into existence it was looked upon as a branch or rather an extension of the 
theatrical business, differing only in principle by reason of the fact that 
the camera and projection machine were interposed between the actors and the 
audience* 
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Zl-Source I further stat«~. that by reason of this fact the 
I.A.T.S.E. claimed jurisdiction over all workers in the notion picture indue- 
try contending, and rightly, that their charter issued by the A.F. of L* 
covered this field* Shortly after the first motion picture studio was erected 
in Hollywood in 1911 the I.A.T.S.E. began organizing the mrkers in the Holly- 
wood studios. Ihis was shout the year 1912* This jurisdiction was recognised 
and I.A.T.S.E. was the only union organization in Hollywood for some years* 

r -fQ V-' 

■ - /Source I further stated] that in the meantime, with the 

great expansion of the industry and the practice of building large outdoor 
sets and spectacular effects which took the place of painted backgrounds and 
makeshift sets, the building trade crafts, carpenters, painters, plasterers 
and others were casting eyes on this Held and preparing to enter it* 


In 1921 the I.A.T.S.E. called a strike of its workers in 
a dispute with the studios* Immediately the building crafts stepped in and 
broke the strike, and succeeded In establishing themselves as a part of the 
Hollywood studio union organizations where they have remained up to the pres- 
ent time. The I.A.T.S.E. was left with a smaller group of locals which they 
have succeeded in retaining. 


ted] that In 


^Source I further stated^ that in 1933 in a dispute with 
the Hollywood producers, the I.A.T.S.S. called a strike. Again the building 
trades, especially the International Brotherhood of Electrical Tforkers, broke 
the strike by taking the place of the members of the I.A.T.S.S* This strike 
was purely & jurisdictional one, as was the one^i 1921. 

[jSource I further statedj^hat as a result of this fight 
over jurisdiction, the workers in the motion picture industry in Hollywood 
became very much disgusted and began deserting the unions* Membership of 
all groups dropped until they could be numbered in a few hundreds instead of 
thousands* The result was that a very chaotic condition existed in 1933 as 
many of the workers had lost confidence in the A*P* of L* , 


He stated that up until this time the Communist Party had 
fared the motion picture unions, not considering them worth bothering about. 
It was concentrating on factories, shipping and large industrial concerns* 

This was the Communist Party line at that time* 




CSource I further stated that suddenly awaking to the sit- 
uation and taking advantage of the disorganised condition of the studio unions 
the group of Comm u ni sts and fellow travellers in Hollywood held a series of 
meetings in the fall of 1933, the result of which was a decision to enter the 
action picture field, and in January of 1934 they created an organization for 
the purpose of entering the field* This organization was the MOTION PICTURE 
WORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION. It was an independent group coop pebbly under the 
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control of the Coram uni at element#, taking o roars from the local functionary 
of the Communist Party ^ 


MOTION PICTURE WORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION 




^Source J has infomedjthe Los Angeles Bureau Office that 
the. Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union was formed on or about January 1* .. 
1934* He has stated that this union was formed for the purpose of taking over 
and organizing an workers of all classifications in the motion picture indus- 
try into one organization* Prior to that time, in 1933, he stated there was 
a strike in the motion picture industry called by the I.A.T.S.E. which had a 
foothold in the motion picture induetry since about 1912. He stated that this 
strike failed and due to the failure the I.A.T.S.E. structure practically fell 
apart and there were left only about 160 members which gave an opportunity for 
a new group to step in. The result was that the M.P.YJ.I.U. was set up and 
began to function. 


jThia union was independent - was not affiliated with the 
A.F. of L. (The C.I.O. at that time had not come into ejdstence). Source J 
stated that although the M.P.tT.I.U. was under the control and domination of 
the Coomunist Party, working through the Communist Party fraction of the union, 
it never affiliated with the Trade Union Unity League. Demands were made on 
the organizer of this union, H. G. WOLFE by LAWRENCE BOSS' (the correct name of 
LAWRENCE ROSS waa LAWRENCE RQSEMFEID), the section secretary of the Communist 
Party, ELMER HANOFF, organizer for tha Communist Party, MATER BAYLIN, a func- 
tionary of the Communiet Party, and JAMES ALLEN, organizational secretaiy-of 
the Communiet Party, made demands on WOLFE that the M.P.W.I.U* affiliate with 
the T.U.U.L. Source stated that 7DLF3 emphatically declined to affiliate and 
the union continued to function as an independent union. ^ 

The officers of this union were the following personal 








HELMER BERGMAN, President, January 1, 1934 to April 1, 1934. 
WILFRED W. LION, President, April 1, 1934 to February 1, 1935* 
MILDRED FLEMING, Secretary* — - 
ETTDHE CONTINI, Treasurer. 

H. G. WOLFE, Organizer* 

ED M. GILBERT, Member Executive Board. 


DON GORDON, » 
JO HI L30SCHEN, » 
LOUIS HEIFETZ, » 
RUDOLPH KOHL, " 
HEUSER PEDERSON, " 
ARTHUR JOHNSON, » 
BORIS GOLDBLATT, ■ 
SAM GOLDBLATT, » 


H 

W 

tt 

It 

H 

It 

■ 

It 


it ...y 


<p 


- 25 - 


^H ELMSR BERQ1AN . Source K has stated that BEROIAN was born In Sweden 
but is a na tor allied citizen by reason of the naturalization of his father; 
that BERGMAN was a propagandist for the Communist Party of Ruseia; that he 
taught in tho Communist Tforkers School in Hollywood at 1757 North Highland 
Avenue in 1934; that his subject was "The Ccaauniet Manifesto 


Source stated that BERGMAN went to Ruseia in 1935 with 
HEN Hf McCARTT, a writer in Hollywood; that McCARTT paid the expenses of 
both on this trip; that they stayed in Russia for about three or four oonthe. 

He stated that when they returned to the United States BERGMAN became the 
local chairman of the American League Against War and Fascism, and that in 
1935 BSRCHAN attended the Communist Party Section Convention which was held 
at 226 South Spring Street, Loe Angeles. He stated that at this convention 
BEROIAN officially represented the American League Against War and Fas cion. 
Source farther stated that in 1936 BERGMAN net with the Soviet representatives 
of the Russian motion picture industry who were in Hollywood to select skilled 
workers for the motion picture industry in Russia* He stated that BERGMAN 
aided them in selecting this group to go to Ruseia and work in the Soviet 
Union. He stated that same of tho persons selected to go to Russia were 
HKLLfER BERGMAN, WILFRED W. LYON, BORIS OOLDBLATT, SAM GQLDBLATT, ALLENJflJNTER, 
JAMES B. ALLAN, and soma others, about ten or twelve in all. Of these parties 
BERGMAN, LYON, and the two GOIDBLATTS were leaders in the Communist Party in 
the Los Angeles area. He stated that BERGMAN stayed in Ruseia about two years. 
The others returned at the end of one year. He further stated that after BERG- 
" AN returned from Russia he lectured at open forums, dinners, small community 
forums, discussion clubs, all. of which were very pro-Sowiet and pro-Coon unist. 
He stated that BERGMAN carried on this activity until about one year ago when 


he became inactive* He also stated that BERGMAN ie a close associate of NORA 
HELL CHEN and her hueband, GEORGE HELLGREN, and that BERGMAN has made hie head- 
quarters at the HELLGREN home since 1933»7^(jk^ ix) 

NORA HEILGHEN . [source M has informed} the Loe Angeles Bureau 
^Office that NORA HELLGREN is an outstanding member of the Communist Party; that 
■^fche was boro in Pennsylvania and went to Europe as a social worker; that she 
was also on the Ford Peace Ship Mission which went to Europe during the World 
War; that later she became the English secretary to CHICHERIN, the first for- 
eign commissar in the Soviet Union* Source etated that she is very familiar 
with Russian affairs; that she is one of the old trusted members of the Com- 
munist Party in Hollywood; that she is about 58 years of age at the present 
time. He etated that her husband, (BORGS HELLGREN, was born in Chicago, Ill- 
inois of Swedish parentage; that GEORGS HELLGREN ie about forty years of age 
and is the credit executive at the Twentieth Century Fox Studios; that he ie 
also the credit adviser of the Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild. He 
stated that it is his belief and understanding that GEORGE HELLGREN ie not a 
member of the C con unist Party, but that he supports everythih^ that NORA 
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HELLGHEN believe# in and follows the Communist Party line and is Just as en- 
thusiastic about Communism as NOHA HELLGHEN is, but it is believed that he 
has nsver been accepted ae a member of the Communist Party. > 


u ixw <x uoauor uj. uio umaamua^ (Vl LO 

WILLFRED W. LYON . ^Source N has infonwdjtfhat LYON was 
born in New Jersey and is about 45 to IS years of age; that ne was active in 
liberal and discussion groups Airing the UPTON SINCLAIR campaign for Gover- 
nor of California in 1934; that LYON is a high precision mechanic and an 
expert on motion picture cameras. Source stated that LYON was anployed in 
1934 by the Mitchell Camera Company, manufacturers of motion picture cameras; 
that hs organized the men in that plant and brought them into the M.P.W.I.U. 
Source stated that in 1936 he was selected by the representatives of the So- 
viet govemnent to go to Russia and work as a motion picture mechanic; that 
LYON stayed in Russia about nine months and when he came back to this coun- 
try hs became active in the union organization in the C.1 .0 . Rubber Workers 
Union* He stated that LYON wae radical for years but was not a Comauniet 
until he came back from Russia in 1937, at which time it was reported that 
he joined the Communist Party and had been made a member of the Section Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in Los Angeles. Source stated that it wae also 
reported that he went to Salt Lake City more than a year ago and that it has 
been further reported that he has dropped out of Communism completely and has 
had no connection with the Coonunist Party in the last two years .* 

r. 

MILDRED FLS.CENG . ^Source 0 has advised/that MILDRED FLOW- 
ING wae born in the United States and is approximately forty years of age; 
that she was a reader in the studios and became secretary of the M.P.W.I.U. 

He stated that when the M.P.YJ.I.U. was dissolved, ehe became an enthusiastic 
member of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee and was married to STANI£Y 
ROGERS, an art director. He stated that she is a reader in the studios at 
the present time. He further stated that shs wrote articles for "Black and 
White" in 1939, a publication put out by the Young Communists League. He fur- 
ther stated that she wae a member of the League of American Writers and very 
active at the Hollywood Writers School. He stated that ehe is a very close 
friend and associate of DON GORDON, a reader at Paramount, and a very active 
-Member and supporter of the Communist 'Party. He stated that her husband, 
✓'''STANLEY ROGERS, is a sponsor of the National Federation for Conetitutional 
■ Libertiee. Source further stated that ROGERS is also a member of the execu- 
tive board of the Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild. 


STORE CONTINI . ^Source P has stated^tmit C 


STORE CONTINI . [_Source P has stated) that CONTINI, the 
treasurer of the M.P.W.I.U., was a reader at the Universal Studios and a 
close friand of MILDRED FLEMING and DON GORDON. He etated that in 1933 and 
1934 CONTINI was a member of the Young Communiete League; that he wae appoint- 
ed a delegate from the M.P.W.I.U. to the American Youth Congress which met in 
Los Angeles early in 1934. He further etated that CONTINI became a Civil 
Service employe# in the Loe Angeles County Sheriff's Office as a stenographer 
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H. G.WOLF . Soi 
Covington, Kentucky in lS&2, that hi 


or clork In 1935 end that he la still employed In the Sheriff *e Office* 

Source P stated that It is believed that CONTDH has not engaged In any 
Cn— unlit Party activity tines he has been in the Shcrlff^e Office* 

) urce Q has stated) that VOLF was born at 
ha was engaged In the theatrical business 
from shoot 1901 to about 1924 at which tins he cane to Hollywood and mrked 
In ths Hollywood studios until shout 1933 • Source stated that VOLF becaae 
the organiser of the V.P.V.I.U. January 1, 1934 and continued as organiser 
until 1936 at rtlch tins the union eae dissolved* Source further stated 
that VOLF becaae e member of the Con uni st Party about November, 1933 and 
lsft the Comnunlst Party the latter part of 1935; that fraa 1935 to data ha 
has been employed as a utility worker in Hollywood nod is a nsnber of Local 
724 of ths Utility Workers Union, A.F. of L, Hollywood. , 

ED M. GILBERT . [Source H has advised} that GILBERT waa 
born in West Virginia and la about 45 years of age; thatrbe ia at present 
on the executive board of the M.P.W.I.U. Source has stated that by pro- 
fession GILEffiT is a eat designer or draft msp wd that be is nos employed 
in various studios In Hollywood* Ho stated thet In 1941 GILBERT was the 
President of the set designers gelid, *ich is affiliated with ths l.F. of 
L. , a studio union. Source has further stated that be hss been a nanber of 
the Communist Party sines 1933 «d has held many Cowmunist Party fraction 
nestings at his bona and has bean otherwise very active In the Communist 
Party affairs; that he is a real fanatic on the subject of Cassini sn* 

Source further stated that in 1935 ‘»ti,hkr t was the representative of the 
top fraction of the Communist Party to the Labor Commission of ths Comun- 
ist Party for tbs eity of Los Angeles; that he was a delegate to ths Coz^ 
fsrencs of Studio Unions and a close associate of HERBERT K. SORRELL, and 
that be is and has basn fbr a long tins a wber of ths Motion Picture 
ocratic Committee /nfU-) 

IRWIN P. HBTCSCHEL . £souroe S baa advised the' 
was born In Montana and that he is about 3S years of age; that be is an iron 
worker or prop maker and la regularly employed at ths Hollywood studios* 

Source stated that HEMT5CHEL is s aesber of Local 44, I.A*T*S.I* In Holly- 
wood; that be was s wwhsr of the executive board, M.P.W.I.U. and has been 
a wesber of the Comnunlst Party ainos 1934* Source stated that evidence of 
hie membership in ths Communist Party and bis activities in tbs Cn— nnisfc 
Party is contained in correspondence between ROT HUDSON, a member of the 
Central Committee of the frmiiuiilet Party In lew fork City and tbs leading 
Communist in trade union work in ths Party and JEFF EX BSE, tbs leading Com- 
muniet in Hollywood trade onion work et that time. (This information is / fj 
contained in Exhibits 80 . 1 and 2 which will bs attached to this report. ** 


that HBnsCHO. 
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DON GORDON . Sourca T baa informed Agent that tha Com- 
munist Party name of DON GORDON la JOHN SHF33O0D amt that ha vaa born In 
*. tha state of Connecticut and la about 46 years of age. Sourca has etatad 
that from 1934 to 1936 CORDON was a menber of the executive board of the 
U.P.W.I.U. Ha further stated that GORDON baa been a member of tha Coevaun— 
iat Party since 1936; that in 1936 ha solicited Source to become a neaber 
of the Communist Party. Source further advised that GORDON Is at the bead 
of the reading department of Paramount Studios at tha present tine. Ha 
further stated that GORDON la a neaber of tha League of America n Writers and 
that ha hao taught at the Writers School. Ha also stated that GORDON had 
contributed article© to the magazine "Black and '(hits" published by tha Young 
Communists League and managed by WILL ROGERS, JR., and that ha was also con- 
nected with the "Clipper 1 *, the official organ of the League of American 
Writers. 

„ JOHN LDOSCHEM . Source U has advised Agent that LOOSCHEN 

was born In California and that ha ie about 47 years of age; that he ie a 
member of. local 946 Studio Carpenters, A.F. of L. Sourca further advised 
that' DDOSCHEH was a member of the executive board and eergeant-at-aras of 
the M.P.W.I.U, He further advised that in 1934 I0QSCH3J was a member of the 
Pen and Hamer Club and that he joined the Communist Party in 1934 and with- 
drew about a year and a half later. Source stated, however, that L0QSCH5N 
is still sympathetic to the Conn uni at party. He further stated that LOOsCffiN 
attended a meeting at the Bnbassy Auditoriua about September, 1942 which meet- 
ing was for the benefit of the "People's World" and at which meeting MTKK QUIN 
a "People 1 s World" columnist, and JOHN PITWAN, another "People's World" col- 
umnist, were the principal speakers. He further stated that SD RQBBIN, the 
CooLiuniat Party radio commentator, wae the chairman of this meeting. 

I0UI3 K51FETZ . Source V has informed that H3IF2TZ was 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, and was a script vrritcr, that he Is at the 
present time a member of the Screen Writers Guild. Source stated that HSI- 
FET has never been a member of the Communist Party, that ha has been so- 
licited on many occasions to join the Party, but he has never done so, but 
he always follows tha Com mini st Party line specifically, 

^RUDOLPH KOHL . Source 7 hao informed that K’ HL ie a mem- 
ber of i/ocal 644 of the Studio Painters. He further advised that KOHL was a 
neaber of the executive board of the U.P.T/.I.U. and was active in this union, 
having recruited more members into the Coomuniste than any one individual. 
Source V stated that KOHL hae been a member of the Camouniet Party since 1934. 
He advised that KOHL was appointed a regional director of the Hollywood Studio 
organization campaign of the C.I.O. in 1934 &y HAHHT 3RIDG5S, at which time 
the C.I.O. was endeavoring to take over the studio unions and at that time 
the unions were all A.F. of L. or independent. Source stated that KOHL la 
still an active Communist and that be attended the National Convention of the 
Communist Party in 1939 as a delegate from California, 


29 - 




r • 4 ^ ) 

HKT.MKR PEDERSON . ^Source ff has aaviseaj xhe Los Angeles 
Bureau Office that PEDTO-'.-N was born in Norway or Sweden and that he claims 
to be a naturalised citizen* Source stated that PETERSON is an *x-Social±st ; 
that he is a member of Local 946 of the Studio Carpenters, and that he is 
about sixty /ears of age at the present time* Source stated that PEDERSON 
was a member of the Communist Party in 193? and 1936 and was active in Swedish 

club *\ . _ .CV (W 

ARTHUR JOHNSON . ^Source X hae informed) Agent that JOWSON ' " 
was never a Communist; that he was definitely against the Communists. He 
stated that JOHNSON was working in the machine shop at Technicolor and that 
he was a member of the executive board of the M.P.W.I.U. He stated that JOHN- 
SON saw that the M.P.W.I.U. was Communist controlled and he withdrew from the 
M.P.W.I.U. Source stated that he is at the present time a very active Techno- 
crat. 



» / BORXS GQLDBLATT . ^Source Y has inform edl^he Ioe Angeles 
Bureau Office that GOIDBLATT was bom in Russia. He is abdut sixty years of 
age and claiae to have been naturalized in New York City as soon as it was 
possible for him to become naturalized after his arrival in the United Statee. 
Source stated that GOIDBLATT to have taken part in the 1905 revolution 

in Russia* Source stated that he mrks at the present time as a studio car- 
penter and is a member of Carpenters Union 946. He further stated that QQID- 
BLATT is the father of SAM GOIDBLATT and LOUIS GOIDBLATT, outstaming Commun- 
ist Party functionaries in California. Source stated that BORIS GOIDBLATT was 
a member of the executive board of the M.P.W.I.U. and made a trip to Russia 
in 1935 when the Soviet Government took over a group of Hollywood workers in the 
motion picture industry to participate in the Russian motion picture industry. 
Source stated that BORIS GOIDBLATT is a staunch fellow traveller and follows 
the Communist Party line on all occasions, but he stated that BORIS GDXDBLAff 
hae never been a m saber of the Communist Party. He stated that GOIDBLATT hae 
confined his activities to the I.C.Q.R. 

,/ £AM GQLDBLATT . /jSeurce Z hae informed) Agent that SAM GOID- 
-BLATT was bom in the United States.' -He also claims that his father, BORIS 
GOIDBLATT, was naturalized in New York City. Source stated that SAM GOIDBLATT 
is a member of Local 683, Laboratory Technicians, I.A.T.S.E., Hollywood. He 
also stated that SAM GOIDBLATT was a member of the executive board of the 
M.P.W.I.U. and was a member of and a leader in the Young Communists League in 
1934, 1935 and 1936. Source stated that SAM GOIDBLATT is now a member of the 
Communist Party under the name of TED MILLER; that he ie extremely active in 
Hollywood union matters serving the Communist Party and has supported various 
front organizations and the Motion Picture Democratic Committee 
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LOUIS QOLDBLATT . jSource Z has further advisee 
LOUIS QOLDBLATT, a brother of SAU and son of BORIS, has not been active in 
the motion picture field, but that he has been the secretary of the State 
C.I.O. Industrial Union Council at San Francisco for ssreral years and very 
active in Communist affairs throughout the state, and that he left Loe An- 
geles in liarch, 1942 and the reason is that he is now in Chicago, Illinois, 
carrying on C.I.O. organizational work. 


LINE NOW CHANGES (1935) 

Source 2-A has informed the Los Angelee Bureau Office 
that (in April, 1935, instructions were sent out by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party that the Party line had changed and that all independent 
unions were to be liquidated and their members sent into the A.F . of L. unions 
with the object of capturing the A.F. of L. This policy was followed by the 
M.P.T7.I.U. In a 3 hort time this union took in a large numbar of members and 
was well on the way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood'. In a short 
time the Communists in the union and their fellow travellers began to deaert 
and go over into the various locals of the A.F. of L.] All of theee A.F. of 
L. locals were mere shells. 

In order to bring about the dissolution of the jf.P.TT.I.L'. 
the Canmuniats used every trick of sabotage known, such as circulating rumors 
that it was a company union and au vising all workers to stay away from it, 
although they themselves had built it. 

[Source stated that as a result of this the M.P.7J.I.U. 
gradually went out of existence and in February, 1936 it was officially dis- 
solved. j 


/ Source further stated that this union was the forerunner 

yeund prepared the way which has enabled _the Communist Party to gain control 
->cver six A.F. of L* labor unions in the^Hollywood motion picture field, the 
number of workers in which was approximately 3,000. In addition to these 
six A.F. of L. labor unions, the Communist Party has gained control ovsr six 
independent labor unions which were called guilds and which had approximately 
2,000 members* Source stated that in addition to the A.F. of L. labor unions 
and the independent guilds referred to herein, there were approximately 25 
other labor organizations in the motion picture industry in Hollyirood with 
an approximate membership of 13,000 to 20,000. These 25 guilds and unions., 
represented their members for the purpose of collective bargaining. The Com- 
munist Party did not completely control these groups but it was, incidentally, 
waging a campaign to take over thsee groups and force thsm into the Communist 
Party line for the benefit of the Communist Party^'j^tO 
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Source stated that this period of the life of the 
W.I.U. wae the period during which the Communist Party of the United States 
advocated the changing in their program by revolutionary methods. The slogan 
during that period was that the American people muet adopt "the revolutionary 
way out of the crisis*" 

Source stated further that this was the period of acute 
depression in the United Statee which the Communist Party was exploiting for 
the purpose of fomenting revolution and before the change in the Communist 
Party line early in 1936 which ushered in what wae called: 

"THE POPULAR FRONT* 


At this time the position which the Coasnunist Party took 
wae that the New Deal was the first step toward Fascism and that President 
ROOSEVELT wae setting himself up as a dictator, and that this wae the laet 
Presidential election we woula see* 


Source stated that there wae a meeting held in the Holly- 
wood Conservatory of Music about June, 1934 under the auspicee of the M.P.W. 
I.U., at which meeting MAURICE SUGAR from Detroit, Michigan, was the principal 
speaker* He stated that SUGAR wae brought to the Pacific Coast by the John 
Reed Club of Hollywood, which afterward became the League of American Writers, 
Hollywood Chapter, and affiliated with the International Union of Revolutionary 
Writers, set up in Kharkov, Russia in November 1930*(oj (A* 

Source stated that at thie meeting MAURICE SUGAR attacked 
the ROOSEVELT Acbninist ration and New Deal, saying: 

"Thie ie the beginning of fascism in America; that 
ROOSEVELT was the coming dictator; and the N.R.A. wae the 'Na- 
tional Run-Around'". 

Source stated that the whole trend of SUGAR'S addreee was 
- -that no confidence could be placed in, democracy and democratic principle* as 
^practiced In the United Statee and that the only eolation was the establish- 
ment of "a workers' government"* 


Source further stated that the John Reed Club which 
brought SUGAR to Hollywood, wae a Communist front organisation, the dominant 
figure of which was HARRY CARLISLE, bom in America, a member of the Communist 
Party and a leading Communist in Southern California at that time. He eta ted 
that other members active in the John Reed Club at that time were r\/ JA. 


(jffiLMER BERGMAN - Communist Party functionary 
JOHN H3WAED LAWSON - Dominant Communist .in Loe Angeles area 
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WRTL BRANT - member and organizer for the U.K.RJ1.W.A. 

(It is reported that BRANT has a Government 
Job in Washington at the present tine) _ 

r DAVTDA FRANCHT (D. A. CORE!) - A comber of the Cosanmiat 
S Party and in 1936 the organizer for the Hollywood 

J- Section of the Communist Party* 

LAWRENCE ROSS (LAWRENCE RDSENFELD) - Section Secretary of 
Communist Party in Loa Angel es. 

MELVTNA GOODMAN - A member of the Commit nl et Party* 

DR. 7. A. K. TASHJXAN - Chairman of the Control Commission 
the Communist Party in Loe Angelas* 

DUDLEY" NICHOLS - Fellow traveller, writer and director* 
i NORA HELLGREN - A high Communist Party functionary* 
flAYER BAYUN - A masher of the Section Committee of the Commun- 
ist Party in Loe Angel ee. (Hs wae ordered deported 
seven or eight years ago but so far ae is known he has 
not been deported*) 
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^Source 2-A further stated] that during the spring of 1934 
CAKEI Ucwmx/ue spoke at a M.P.W.I.U. meeting; that McWXLLIAUS is at present 
tbs Director of the Housing and Imnigration in the Governor OLSON Administra- 
tion, and is a sponsor for many Communist front organizations such as the 
American Peacs Mobilization, National Federation for Civil Liberties, National 
_ are Guild , League of American Writers, National Negro Congress, Hollywood 
Anti^Nazir League, Hollywood League for Democratic Action, Motion Picture Demo- 
cratic Committee, American Civil Liberties Union, International Labor Defsnss, 
and many others. (The first official act of Governor EARL 'BARREN was the re- 
moval of CAREY McWILLIAMS from office.) 


The same source further stated that JACK U* VEATHEKSTAI 
spoke at a meeting sponsored by the U.P.tf.I.U. at the Vine Street School* 
His subject wae the "Breakdown cf Capitalism and the Need for A Worker* 
Government". Source stated that WEATHEKWAX has been exposed by the JACK\ 
TENNEY Legislative Investigating Committee of the California State Legisl*- 
-vr.ture, as a moaber of the District Committee of the Communist Party in Cali- 
fornia, ' 


Source further stated that in the spring of 1935 order* 
came down from the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the U.S.A. 
that ail independent unions should be "liquidated" and that the Communist* 
and their influence should be transferred over into the established A.P* of 
L. unions and where there were no A.F. of L. unione already established, it 
should be the duty of al t Communists to organize such workers under the A.F. 
or 
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Tmm edi at.ely upon receipt of these instructions the 
munist leaoership of the ii.P.W.I.U. went over into the various A.F. of L. 
Locals in Hollywood and began to work in those unions* (It ehould be under-* 
stood that at the time that the U.P.W.I.U. was organized there were a great 
many legitimate local A.F. of L. unions covering a great part of the motion 
picture industry in Hollywood, but due to a disastrous strike called by the 
I.A.T.S.E. in 1933 these unions were deeerted by their membership and had be- 
come me^e shells.) 


EFFORTS OF C.I.O* 70 D.TILTMTS THE STUDIO UNIONS 

fSource 2-A has informedrAgent that at the time of the 
dissolution of the M.P.W.I.U. in February ,^19 36, there had already started 
a split in the A.F. of L. JOHN L. LEWIS, who at that time was preaching the 
dictrine of industrial unionism, had already early in 1936 split away from 
the A.F. of L. and formed the Committee for Industrial Organization. The 
theory of industrial unionism is basic in the Communist program and its sym- 
pathies were for the C.I.O. in preference to the craft unionism of the A.F* 
of L. Source stated that at that time the Communists had already deserted 
the M.P.W.I.U. and used their influence to re-build the already existing A* 
F. of L. craft unions in Hollyiwod. They found themselves bu il d in g up those 
craft unions when secretly they were in favor of the C.I.O., therefore the 
only way out of this anomalous position was to take over the craft unions of 
Hollywood as a boay, if possible, and affiliate them with the C.I.O^y/^i 


The same source further stated that although there are 
many other unions in the studios, the I.A.T.S.E. group is dominant. This 
alliance by no means has the majority of workers under its Jurisdiction, 
but it does havs Jurisdiction over the "key" crafts, cameramen, laboratory 
workers, sound man, the majority of electricians, grips, property men, pro- 
jectors, prop makers, etc* He stated that in aadition to this it has Juris- 
diction over the projectors in the motion pictures everywhere and it is this 
latter fact that makes this alliance the strongest union structure in the in- 
try . - - 

\ 

Source stated that the I.A.T.S.E., being the strongest 
unit in the industry, the Communists began their attacks upon this group* 

They reasoned that if they could capture the I.A.T.S.E. the rest would be 
easy.^) 


Source further stated that in the fall of 1937 HARHT 
BRIDGES, regional director of the C.I.O., on the West Coast, appointed 
RUDOLPH KOHL, a member of the Communist Party In Hollywood, as regional 
director for the Hollywood Section. At the time he was appointed KOHL 
was a member and had at one time been the business representative of Local 
644, Studio Painters, A.F. of L. This local was not a unit/ln the I.A.T.S, 
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KOHL'S dutisa were to direct the campaign to take over the I.A.T.S.E. into 
the C.I.O. KOHL at the time was a member of the A.F. of L. union (Q 


X 


qaanTTEE of motion pictdhe acts and crafts 

CC.O.M.P.A.C*) 

> - Soares 2-B has stated that about December, 1937 another 

organization, ths Committee of Motion Picture Arts and Crafts (C.O.H.P.A.C.) 
was sat up in the motion picture industry which was conceived and dominated 
in the usual Communist Party manner. The purpose of this organisation was to 
draw the workers of every type and kind in the studios, using the prevailing 
acute unemployment problem as a bass* Although its activities were presum- 
ably directed towards solving ths unmaployment problem by means of division 
of work and the creation of Jobs and other means, in reality it was a scheme 
to maKe contacts and propagandise workers along ths linss of the Communist 
Party, and particularly to create sympathy for the C.I.O^jti U) 

Source stated that at first meetings of the heads of this 
group outright opposition to the I.A.T.S.2. was expressed and plans were de- 
vieed to weaken the influence of the I.A.T.S.E. This organization was work- 
ing in conjunction with the attempt of the C.I«Q« to enter Hollywood* 

RUDOLPH KOHL, the appointee of HARRY BRIDGES heretofore mentioned, was leader 
in ail Of its activities* JEFF KIBHE, a well known Communist leader mentioned 
in connection with this same attempt, was also active. 


Source further stated that the controlling individuals 
in this organization wares 



JACK HOLES, Chairman, a member of Painters Union #644* 
(He is now dead) 


CHARLOTTE DARLING was secretary. 

ED M. GILBERT, whose Communist Party connections and 
activities have been set out above* 

LIONEL STANDEE, who In 1934, introduced himself to the 


M.P.W.I.U. as. a member of the Communist 
Party and iAo was active in the Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi League, American League for Peace 
k Dmaocracy, and North American Aid to 
Spanish Democracy. 

GEORGE E. BODLE, fellow traveller who is a member of the 
National Lawyers Guild and' a follower of the_ 
Communist Party line, (at present Assistant# 
Director of the Man Power Commission on the 
Pacific Coast) * , 

LILLIAN HEXIiiAN, member of the League American Writers, 
American Peacs Mobilization who sent the call 
of ths Fourth Writers Congress of the League 
of American Writers and a fanatical follower 
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HEBBKRT BIBERUAHf National Vic e-Pr*»i dent of th a American Peace 
Mobilisation and director of the Southern California American 
Peace Mobilisation | amber of the Hollywood Anti -Nasi League, 
League for Peace and Democracy, Motion Picture Democratic Com- 
mittee who personally picketed the White House with the American 
Peace Mobilisation two days before HITLER attacked STALIN on 
June 22, 1941* BIBEHMAH ie a member of the League of American 
Writers and has appeared on a rery large number' of programs. 

He baa followed the Communist Party line unhesitatingly. 

IRWIN P. HENTSCHEL, rfiose record appears supra. 

HERBERT K. SORRELL, business representative of the Studio Painters 
Union No. 444, President of the Conference of Studio Guilds, ex- 
President of the California Stats Non-Partisan League, a member 
of the Communist Party as exemplified by Communist Party Member- 
ship Book for 1938 No. 60622, which gives hie Communist Party 
name as HERBERT STEWART, and the minutes of the Section Committee j 
also the minutes of the Section Committee of the Communist Party 
for 1938 show that he was a member of the Communist Party in 1938. 

Professor NOKIAN T. BYEKE of Los Angeles City College, and a member 
of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League. BYRNE conducted the Hollywood 
Peace Forum, the organization which took the place of the Holly- 
wood Anti-Nazi League. Source stated that BYRNE also spoke before 
many forums, churches, schools, and clubs which follow the Com- 
munist Party line and his meetings were always advertised in the 
"New Masses" and over a period of eight or ten weeks in 1939 end 
1940. 


Source further stated that the C.0.JI.P.A.C. remained in 
existence only eight or nine months, during which time it acted as a trans- 
mission belt for the Communist Party, drawing studio workers into such poli- 
tical setups as the ! lotion Picture Democratic Committee, American League for 
Peace and Democracy, Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, and the laying of the founda- 
tion for the organisation -which was to take its place, ths United Stuoio Tech- 
nicians Guild (U.S.T.G. ). 

Source further stated that the C.O.H.P.A.C. died a natural 
death about September 1, 1938. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH ODNTBtTION OF TOE I.K.T.S.S.. CIZVELAIP. OHIO 

JUNE 6 to 9. 1938 


* 


Source 2-C has stated that RUDOLPH KOHL, who had bean 
appointed regional director of the C . 1 .0 . lor Hollyw>od by HARRY BRIDGES* 
failed in hia efforts to handle the situation favorable to the Coanunist 
Party. Source stated that KOHL made no progress toward winning the studio 
workers over to the C.I.O.; that a few Moths before the CiO.M.P.A.C. went 
out of existence JEFT KIBRE appeared on the scene. During that tine KIBES 
beceae a member of the I.A.T.SJE. and worked about one month in the Property 
Department. He etated that KIBRE began to take part in union activities and 
made speeches to the various unions and within about thirty days he emerged 
as the adviser to the executive board of Local Ho. 37, I.A.T.S.E.* which 
local had a menborship of approximately 3500. 

KIBRE also became the leader end director of what was called 
I "The I.A.T.S.2. Progressives*. Source stated that the tern "Progressive®* 
j ie one that ie used by Ccemunieta when working in trade unions to conceal 
[ their real affiliations. KIBRE then used his influence, with the support 
\ of other Communists, to work in the international convention of the I.A.T.S.E. 

I held in Louisville, Kentucky from June 3 to 6, 1940* Photographic copies of 
| letters which appeared in the record of the convention proceeding* is attached 
I hereto us Exhibit Ho. 1. These letters show the Communist activity directed 
j by KIBRE. This exhibit also shows the connection with and instructions from 
- ROY HUDSON, a member of the Central Executive Committee of the Coanunist Party, 
U.S.A., and directing head for all trade union work of the Communist Party in 
the United States. (See Exhibit No. 1 4 Page 8). 

Source stated that further evidence of KIBRE' S connec- 
tions with the Central Coanlttee of the Comunist Party in New York ie show 
in KIDRK’S letters to BOB HEED (Exhibit 1, Page 3) in which nBF.E solicited 
the advice of JACK C.VTCHEL, a member of the Central Camittee of the Commun- 
ist Party, U.3.A. 


f ource stated that further connections of KIBES with the 
District Committee No. 13 of the Communist Party is shown in a copy of a let- 
ter to tiALTER IANTER, State Trade Union Director of the Communist Party for 
California. (Exhibit No. 1, Page 9). 

Further connections of KIBRE with the Communist Party 
are shown in the copy of hie letter to LOUIS OOLD r 'LATT, a member of the Dis- 
trict Committeo of the Communist Party and State Secrutary of the C.I.O. at 
San Francisc* at that time. (Exhibit No.-l, pages k and 5) 
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Further connection* of mas with Co— uni*t Party func- 
l tiunarles are shown in & letter from MAC WEISS, Acting State Assistant Secre- 
: tary of the Connuniat Party in Ohio to HOT HUDSON, above mentioned, (Exhibit 

* No. 1, pages 7 and 8) 

Further evidence of such connections of JCEBHS with the 
Cocmwniat Party, U.S.A. Is shown In the affidavit of EZRA P. CHASE, a member 
of the Communist Party in Los Angeles at that time who stated under oath that , 
"JEFF KIBES has been for some years past a member of the Communist Party • • • 
and was assigned to "special* work in the studio unions. More specifically, 
the I.A.T.S.5. Local No. 37 and to the organizing of special studio units of 
the Communist Party of the U.5.A." (Exhibit No. 1, Page 12) 

t 

Source 2-C further stated that due to the exposure of the ( 
activities of KIDH5 and Ut.TJ P. ff UTSCHEL at ths Cleveland Convention in 193®# 
whan their connections with HARRY BRIDGES were exposed (Exhibit No. 2, Pages 
7, 8 and 9) their efforts failed and as a result of this failure the interna* 
tional officers of the I.A.T.S.E., GEORGE E. BROWNE, President, and WILLIAM 
BIOFF, BROWNE'S Weat Coast representative, retained control of the Hollywood 
locals of the I.A.T.S.E. This control exercised by BROWNE and BIOFF over the 
I.A.T.S.E. locals had been established on January 2, 1936 when a closed shop 
agreement and full recognition of the I.A.T.S.E. was entered into by the no- 
tion Picture Producers Association and I.A.T.S.E., which agreement is still 
in effect. 

At this Juncture it must be stated that BROWNE and BIOFF 
have been convicted on a charge of extortion at New York City in Fedsr&l Court ' 
in which the- charges alleged that thay had obtained several hundred thousand 
dollars from the motion picture producers under threats of calling strikes, 
and are now serving long sentences in Federal prison, and other charges are 
still pending against them. 

The I.A.T.S.E. as the bargaining agency for its members ^ 

and the notion Picture Producers Association maintain the seme relations as 
were set up in 1936. 


I.A.T.S.E. LOCALS NOW IN HOLLTT.flOD 

Source 2-D has informed Agent that imediatsly following 
the victory of the I.A.T.S.E. in ths September 2o, 1939 election. Local No. 
37 was broken up into seven separate locals and Local 37 went out of exis- 
tence. 





Source has further stated that the seven locale which 
were formed from the former membership of Ideal 37 are the following, giving 
the approximate membership I 

No. l, if filiated Property Machinists No. Hi membership 1,900. 

Ho. 2. Motion Picture Studio Gripe No. 80) membership 1,700. 

Ho. 3. Studio Set Electricians 728; membership 1,100. 

No. 4. Studio Projectionists No. 163) membership 300. 

No. 5. Studio Laborers end Utility Workers Ho. 727; membership 1,000. 

No. 6. Make up Artiste No. 706; membership 1,000. 

No. 7* Motion Picture Costumers No. 703) mmaoership 1200. 

Source further stated that separate and distinct from Local 
No. 37 there are the following three I.A.T.S.E. locals which had been autooous 
since their formation in 1929 and 1930 and were never et any time a part of 
Local No. 37, which was the first I.A.T.S.E. local in Hollywood, going back to 
about 1912. They are the following! 

Ko. 1. International Photographers Local 659; 650 members. 

No. 2. Sound Technicians Local Ko. 695; 1,000 members. 

No. 3. laboratory Technicians local No. 683; 1,350 members. 

Source further 3tated that after the breaking up of local 
"No. 37 I.A.T.S.E. into seven units and the failure of K1BRE and the Communists 
to capture these unions, they switched their tactics and began setting' up an 
independent organization which was to be a bridge over which the studio work- 
ers could cross into the C.I.O. The name of this organization was the UNITES 
STUDIO TECHNICIANS GUILD. (U.S.T.G.) 


UNITED STUDIO TECHNICIANS GUIIP (U.S.T.C.) 

Source 2-E has stated that due to the failure of the Com- 
munists to gain control of the Hollywood locals of the I.A.T.S.E. by action 
of the Netional Convention at Cleveland, it became necessary to change tactics. 
Within sixty days after the Cleveland Convention, June 6-9, 1938, the Commun- 
ist s began setting up an organization under the leadership of JEFF KIEHS which 
they called the United Studio Technicians Guild. Source stated that although 
JEFF KIBRE directed and practically controlled the U.S.T.G. ha denied member- 
ship in this organization and throughout the life of this group he retained 
his membership in Local 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. 

Source further stated that the purpose of the U.S.T.G. was 
to take in all members of the I.A.T.S.E. locals in Hollywood and have the 
U.S.T.G. supplant the I.A.T.S.E., the ultimate object being to affiliate the 
U.S.T.G. with the C.I.O. under HTJIHI BRIDGES. ource further stated that the 









campaign began In September 1938* It had the support of all Communist Influ- 
ence in Southern California* Source stated that the investigation of BROWNE 
and BIOFF and the ensuing publicity made it possible for the loaders of the 
U.S.T.G. and those who were sympathetic to meet the members of I.A.T.S.E. 
locals and point out to them that they were controlled by a "bunch of racke- 
teers and gangsters" and that the only way to get honest unionism was to join 
the U.S.T.G. Source stated that the organization grew with amazing rapidity 
and within , a period of nine months the membership had reached approximately -• 
2200. Aside from this, there were thousands of others who were sympathetic 
but were not members of the I.A.T.S.E. He stated that at this particular 
time the U.S.T.G. was well on the way to taking over the Hollywood union* 
and would have succeeded had it not been that the I.A.T.S.E. had secured and 
made public the letters and communications which showed that the U.S.T.G* 
wae a Communist directed movement, that KI3HE wae a member of the Communist 
Party, that he was the stooge of HARRY BRIDGES, and .that he wae taking orders 
from the top structure of the Communist Party represented by RDY HUDSON of 
the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. (See exhibits 
No. 1 and 2 attached hereto.) 

Source eta ted that further evidence of Communist control 
of this group was in the actlvitiee of the following individuals who were mem- 
bers of the executive board of U.S.T.G. i 


SAM GOLDBLATT . Source 2-F stated that QQLDBLATT was a 
member of the Laboratory workers at Fox Studios and that he is a member of 
the Communist Party; that GOLDBLATT was formerly a member of the Young Com- 
munists League; that he made -a trip to the Soviet Union and worked there 
for about a year in motion picturee; that he ie a close associate of N0H7AL 
CRUTCHER and works with CRUTCHER; that his father, BORIS GOLDBLATT, wae in 
Russia with him; that hie father was born in Russia; further that his brother 
LOUIS GOIDELATT, the right hand man of HARRY BRIDGES, has a long Conznuniet 
Part y record under the name of TED MILLER and that LOUIS GOLDBLATT worked with 
, JEFF KIEHE in his efforts to capture the studio unions 



JOSEPH KRONEBERCER . Source V 2-G has stated that KRONB- 
BERGER ie a member of the Communist Party under the name of JERRI BROUN} 
that he was active in the Motion Picture Democratic Committee! 'HeTwafsttao 
active in the Laborers Non-Partisan League and Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
and other Communist front organizations.^*^ f^Lj} 

JUNIUS NIELSON . Source 2-H ha* informed that he is well 
acquainted with NIELSON and that to hie personal knowledge he knows that 
NIELSON wae charged with Communist activity in the A.F. of L. union and that 
he was expelled from Local No* 724 of the Studio Utility Workers on the charge 
that he was active in the Communist Party^a^'^N^ 
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I5AD0R B5SB5CK . Source 2-1 bee stated that BESBECK was 
mil known to him personally and that ho know* that BESBECK ms charged with 
Coanunist activity in Local No. 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. la the latter part of 
Septmber, 1939 and that ho was expelled from that union on that charge. 

J. H. Uac ISAACS . Source 2-J stated that to his personal 
knowledge he la a member of Hollywood labor onions, that SaclSAACS was charged 
with Comuni s t activity before local No. 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. and that ho was 
expelled from that union In the latter part of September, 1939 on said charge. 

Source 2-K reported the following to the Ins Angeles Bu- 
reau Office: that the following parties were members of the executive commit- ( 

tee of the U.S.T.G. and so far as known were not Coonunists although they ware 
active followers of JEFF KIBrlii of the Communist Party line. 


LOUIS KRXEGES 
(E0RC3 H. DAVIS 
CHARLES G. GUTHRIE 
CHARLES ?T. ROSS- 
HEHiAN LIPHET 

HQY/ARD J. ROBERTSON, Chainaan of USTG. 

Source further stated that about the first of August, 

- 1939 ALEX SAUNDERS, who had been the secretary of the U.S.T.G. from its in- 
ception, made affidavit relative to the control of the U.S.T.G. by HAHRT 
BRIDGES. This affidavit ms filed with the National Labor Relations Board /*. ' 
of the Ins Angeles section and has to do with the election that ms held on 
September 20, 1939 to determine the bargaining agency for the U.S.T.G. elec- 
tion. Source stated that it was shown that he was a Canadian and that he 
later returned to Canada and in June, 1940 he was reported as being in the 
Canadian Army. Source stated further that his picture appeared with HAJ’RT 
BRIDGE: in some paper at the time. The paper is not known but it probably 
was the "People's ?forld*. 


EH 'ARP HEFT . Source 2-L has stated that HEIN was a mem- 
ber of Local 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. and that he succeeded SAUNDERS and was made 
"office manager". Source further stated that HEIN remained in that position 
for a period of two weeks only, at which time he resigned and mads an affidavit, 
the mestier part of which is as follows: 


"During the two weeks I worked there I became convinced 
of the .fact that the U.S.T.G. was not a true democratic union organised 
by and for the best interests of its ambers, but on the contrary was 
dominated and controlled by CHARLES J. KATZ, an attorney, and JEFF 
both non-members of the U.S.T.G., and by SA’I GOLDBLATT and a few pe£ 
so nelly interested other parties whom I do not know." 
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Source stated that the above affidavit was signed August 
24, 1939 before HILTON TAYLOR, a notary public. 

Source further stated that HEIN testified before the 
TENNEY Investigating Committee that the office was deluged with Communist 
propaganda such as the ■’People's World” and Communist inspired leaflets* 

Source further stated that at a hearing of the JACK 
TENNEY Committee, HEIN testified that during his tern as office manager of 
the U •S.T.G. the office was deluged with Communist pamphlets, leaflets, 
magazines and newspapers and in his opinion the organization was under the 
control of the Communists (The Communist connection of JEFF KIBRE has been 
set out above). 


Source stated with respect to CHARLES J* KATZ that he 
ie one of the attorneys for the Communist Party and one of the attorneys for 
HARRY E RIDGES; that he was formerly associated with LEO GALLAGHER, leading 
Communist Party attorney; that KATZ is also a member of the National Lawyers 
Guild, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the League for Peace and Democracy, 
the Hotion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild, the North American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracy, the Lfotion Picture Democratic Committee, the Na- 
tional Federation for Constitutional Liberties, and others. Source further 
stated that the exposure of the above mentioned facts turned the tide away 
from Communist influence and the great majority of members of the U. S.T.G. 
recognized it as a Communist controlled union and would have nothing further 
to do with It. 


Source further stated that the U. S.T.G. before the com- 
munications above mentioned were published, feeling that the situation was 
well in hand had already called for a National Labor Relations Board elec- 
tion. He stated that the election was held on September 20, 1939 and un- 
doubtedly because of the exposure of Communist influence over the U. S.T.G. 
it lost the election by a two to one vote. He further stated that if the 
U.S.T.G. had been successful in this election it would have meant that 
^fventually the C.I.O. would have gained ^control of all of the labor unions 
IK Hollywood and of the entire motion picture and theatrical oueinees be- 
cause he stated that the I.A.T.S.E. ie the key union organization in this 
industry, that the I.A.T.S.E. is still an international group of unions 
within the A.F. of L. and has approximately 60,000 members In the United 
States and Canada. 


Source further stated that JEFF KIBRE, having been ex- 
posed a second time as working in the interests of the Communist Party, re- 
signed as adviser to the executive board of local No. 37, I.A.T.S.E. in 
Hollywood and left that field. He stated that the next that he heard of 
KIBRE that he was the organizer of the Fishermen's Union at San Pedro, Cali- 
fornia in June, 1941. He further stated that he ie informed >3iat KIBH 
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the present time is the international representative of the Fishermen's 
Union - C.I.O. on the Pacific Coast* 

Source further stated that the Communists, having failed 
to capture the Hollywood local of the I.A.T.S.S. by the device of setting up 
the U.S.T.G. as a separate union, they went back into their own various locals 
apparently ae good members. He stated that there were a few expulsions by 
the. L.A.T.S.E. of some of the leaders of. the U.S.T.G., but these were few* He 
stated that the great majority were taken back into the various unions and ' ~ 
that the paet wae forgotten* 


STUDIO PAINT2RS LOCAL NO. 644 

OTT 

^Source 2~U has repo rtedj that local 644 of the Studio 
Painters gained a foothold in the studioe in the early twenties. Source 
stated that thie union had a precarious existence from ite inception until 
about 1933 when as a result of a strike in that year it* membership followed 
the other studio workers in desertion of the A.F. of L* 


Source further stated that when the M.P.W.I.U* wae formed 
in 1934, which organization as we have seen above was the first Communist con- 
trolled union in the studios, it laid the foundation for the Communist activity 
which followed. Source stated that the Painters came into the M.P.W.I.U. in 
large numbere; that RUDOLF W. KOHL who was not a member of the Coamunist Party 
at that time but who about six months later joined the Coamunist Party, had 
instituted a membership drive, among the Painters and drew into the M.P.W.I.U. 
several hundred of the painters* Source further stated that while they were 
members of this union over a period of about a yea r, many of them became tho- 
roughly indoctrinated with Coamunist ideas* 


Source further stated that when the Comunist Party line 
was changed in the spring of 1935 and the independent unions, of idiich the 
J4.P.W.I.U. was one, were to be liquidated, RUDOLPH W. KOHL left the M.P.W.I.U. 
~>ihd influenced all painters to do likewise. 


Source stated that aa a consequence of this order the 
palntere went over into Local 644 almost in a body. Ha further stated that 
about this time the following incident occurred* KOHL recruited about 120 
members into the M.P.W.I.U. in a period of about ten days; that within one 
week after he had done this he received orders from GEORGE MAURER, in charge 
of the Labor Commission of the Communist Party in the Loe Angeles Section, 
that the Party line had been changed and informed them that he had been ad- 
vised that he must not recruit any more members of M.P.W.I.U. but that he 
must go back into the A.F. of L* and build up that union* Source etated that 
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KOHL by this tin* haring become a good Communist Party number, promptly obeyed; 
that he went over to the Studio Painters Local No. 644, leaving the other 
paintere behind in the U.P.ff.I.U. Source stated that this caused a lot of 
confusion but eventually KOHL convinced them that his leaving them temporarily 
was for the best interests of the workers and after a short period he succeeded 
in justifying his action by getting them over on his side agai 

. „ _ Source stated that KOHL, who was recognized as a sort of .. 

leader among his group, began actively working to build up local 644; that 
he succeeded and shortly thereafter he was elected Business Representative of 
that union and held the position for several years. Source further stated 
that during this time due to KOHL’S influence this union became the leading 
Communist dominated group in the Hollywood studios. He further stated that 
it has continued to be controlled by the Communist elements up to the present 
time. Source further 9tated that KOHL continued to be the leader of this 
union until the painters strike in 1936 at which time HERBERT K. S0RREU*by 
taking an extremely active part in the strike, emerged as the strong figure 
in that union. Source further stated that in-193?-' SORRELL supplanted KOHL 
in the leadership of this union^St^uJ) 

Source stated that KOHL in the fall of 1937 was appointed 
by HARK! BRIDGES as regional director for the C.I.O. in the Hollywood studios. 

He stated that his efforts in that capacity failed and the C.I.O. attempt 
failed so KOHL went back to work In the studios as a painter and KOHL was suc- 
ceeded by JEFF FIBRE and the U.S.T.G. in the next attempt of the Communist 
Party to take over as her afore related^\l 


HERBERT K. SORRETJ. 

Source 2-N has informed the Ins Angeles Bureau Office 
that SORRELL having supplanted KOHL as the leader of Painters 644 end as this 
union was spearhsad of Communist penetration, having been developed out of 
^ the M.P.W.I.U., he, SORRELL, becams the* leader of the Communist factions In 
"'ishe Hollywood unions. ' * x 


Source stated that while SORRELL was exercising this au- 
thority the Motion Picture Producers Association (U.P.P.A.) represented by 
their labor commit tee man, PAT CASET, saw in SORRELL and his leadership an 
opportunity to develop another labor structure within the A . ?» of L. which 
would contest the power and authority of the I.A.T.S.E. as the I.A.T.S.E. was 
still under the same leadership of BROWNE and BIOFF. 
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So urea further stated that CASE! favored SORRELL Id all 
negotiations regarding labor to such an extent that SORRELL could get almost 
anything he wanted from the M.P.P.A. Source stated that in these negotia- 
tions SORRE LL went outside the jurisdiction of his own union and managed to 
secure representations from other unions and secured with the hslp of CAS SI 
wages and working conditions that the regular business representatives of 
those unions could not secure for themselves* 

Source stated that as a result of these favors at the 
hands of CASSI and the combined efforts of Communist sympathizers, SORRELL 
soon emerged as a leader of certain unions mentioned heretofore which leaned 
toward the Communist position* 

Source further stated that the build— up of SORRELL at 
ons time reached the stage where CASE! proposed to E. J. MANNIX, an executive 
of M.P.P.A. that SORRELL be set up as the labor czar in Hollywood to handle 
for the unions an their affairs* Source stated that CASEY had made the 
statement that SORRELL "was easy to do business with and better results could 
be obtained under such an arrangement . " However this suggested arrangement 
wae turned down by Mr. HANNU and LOUIS B. MAYER, executives of the M.P.P.A. 
This was in the spring of 1941* 

Source further stated that SORRELL was working at this 
time in conjunction with the Cammniat Party is borne out by his testimony- 
before ths TENNEY investigating committee of ths State Legislature in Ins 
Angeles when SORRELL stated that JACK MOORS, Secretary of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles County, was in the habit of calling upon him in the 
union office and giving him directions for his union activities* 

Source further stated that SORRELL having developed as 
a leader of those locals which had etrong Conmunist fractions in them, the 
next move was to set up an organization which would tie all of thsse locals 
into one body under the domination of SORRELL* In fall of 1941 the Confer- 
ence of Studio Unions was formed* _ ' ~ — 




CONFERENCE OF STUDIO UNIONS 


Source 2-0 has stated that this so-called ("Conference of 
Studio Unions” is a small, compact group of delegates or representatives of 
a bloc of labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry which has 
been taken over and is now under control of the Communist Party operating 
through Its members In those unions which have captured key positions*-) pA>) 


In reality this "Conference of Studio Unions'* is thA_. 
organization set up in the Hollywood etudio labor groups to^chetfti^jQj^jp 
trol and steering committee to coordinate and direct C< iiiiiin^iyvTaJre™ J 
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activities looking toward tha taking over of all etudio workara and tbair 
unions into the Communist Party orbit. It is the organization upon which 
the CooKtuniat Party relies for eventual complete domination of motion pic- 
ture workers^) ^ 

The unions which have already bsen taken over and which 
are^ under Communist ini'luance and which are represented by this conference 
aret 


(1) STUDIO PAINTER, LOCAL 644 of the International Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhnagers of America. 

(2) Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

(3) SCREEN OFFICE EMPLOYEES GUILD, an affiliate of Studio Pa intern. 
Local 644, above. 


(4) SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD, an affiliate of Studio Painters, Local 
644, above. 


(5) SC REEN SET DESIGNERS GUILD, an affiliate of Studio Painters, 
Local 644, above. 

(6) STODIQ MACHINISTS, LOCAL 1185 of the International Association 
of Machinists. 


All of tha unions above named are affiliated through 
their international and national bodies with tha American Federation of 
Labor. Each affiliated union oust pay a per capita tax of five cents* 

The membership of above groups is approximately eight 
thousand (8000)* _ 

The Conferencs of Studio Unions was set up at a speci- 
ally called meeting of the Studio Painters Union on November 2, 1941* 

The organization is governed by a President, Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer. Each union body affiliated is repre- 
sented by not more than three delegates, one of whom must be ths business 
representative , j 

Studio Unions. 

644* 


Hs 


HERBERT K. SORRELL is president of the Conference of 1 

is also business representative of 3tudlo Painters, Local 
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NOKVAL D. CRUTCHER, is Chairman* 9* is also Secretaxy- 
Treasurer of Laboratory Technicians, Local 683* 

D. T. WAINS is Vice-Chairman. Ha is also business re pr e- 
sentative of Studio Machinists, local 1183* 

BUSSEL L L. MCKNIGHT is Secretary-Treasurer. Ha is also 
President of Laboratory Technicians, Local 683 and Editor of "FLASHES*, tbs' 
official publication of Local 683* 


ones are* 


Other ds Is gates or representatives composing the Confer- 


JOHN R. MARTIN, business representative of Laboratory Technicians, 
Local 683* 


( 


GLSNN PRATT, business representative of Screen Office Employee* 
Guild* 


WILLIAM PGMERANCE, business representative of Screen Cartoonists 

Guild. 

£3 MUSbA, bu sinus 3 representative of Screen Set Designers' Guild. 


BERNARD LUSHER, Secretary Screen Office Employees Guild* 
BLW.'CHE 0012, Screen Office Bnployees Guild* 

DAVE HILBEMtAN, Vice-Praaidect Screen Cartoonists Guild* 


ED M. GILBEI T, Screen Set Designers Guild* 
CARL HEAD, Studio Painters, Local 644. 
WILLIAM BALL, Studio Painters, Local 644* 


JOSEPH STERNAD, President Screen Sst Designers Guild* 

GDDRGS E. BODLS, was, up to a few weeks ago, the attorney for the 
organization* (He has been appointed to the 17ar 
Manpower Commission for this district). 

LOUIS R. STEIN, has taken the place of BOOLS as attorney for the 
conference* 


(While ths stated object of this "conference* Is "To 
bring about joint economical action and closer unity of ths unions to protect 
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( individual autonomy of the crafts,” the real purpose is to act as a closely 
knit governing body secretly coordinating the activities of the member unione 
with the "party line” of the Communist Party.J^J K) 

The group acts, in reality, as a "top fraction" of the 
Communist Party to interpret the line and guide all activities in the direc- 
tion of the political position of that party<(X^ 

The actions, resolutions and recommendations of the or- 
ganization coincide with the line of the Communist Party in detail. 

It has passed resolutions and sent copies to the Presi- 
dent of the United States demanding a second front at once* 

It has passed resolutions demanding the immediate inde- 
pendence of India. 


It has passed resolution® protesting the deportation of 
HAEM BRIDGES, and has sponsored and circulated pamphlets to this effect* 

It has passed resoluations , and put out to the public, 
pamphlets on the negro question identical with the present program of the 
Communist Party on that issue* 

It is an integral part of Labor's Unity for Victory Com- 
mittee, a Communist inspired group* 

It is affiliated with, and hae supported financially, 
the United Citizens for Victory Committee, aleo a Communist inspired group* 


It is a sponsor for the TTar Symphony Committee, a recent 
Communist front organization in Southern California* 

^ It passed resolutdjtfha demanding the releaee of EARL 

’BROWDER when he was imprisoned in Atlanta prison^ 

It sponsored the "Open Letter to the American People”, 
written by DALTON TRUMBO. 

This conference and the group of unions it represents 
are recognized by the responsible A.F. of L* leaders in Hollywood as consti- 
tuting the Communist "Bloc”, and as the wedge being driven by the Communist 
Party into all labor organizations in the motion picture industry with the 
ultimate objective of taking over control of ail works re in the in 
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HERBERT K. SORRELL, the president of the organization, 
and virtual dictator of the group, is a Communist of long standing, and a 
member of the Party* At a meeting of the TSKNET Committee of the State of 
California investigating subversive activities, his connections with the 
party were proven. 'Then shown documentary proof of his attendance at a con- 
vention of the Ins Angeles section of the Communist Party, he admitted that 
he had attended, but stated that "he did not know it was a Communist conven- 
tion* " - 


At the same inquiry he admitted his connections with 
JACK MOORE, ths local Secretary of ths Communist Party at that time* 

SORRELL is business representative of Studio Painters, 
Local 644* This union is one of the first organizations in the labor field 
in Hollywood to go ovsr to Communist control. The control of this union 
sines 193$ has bssn by ambers who were active in ths Motion Picture Workers 
Industrial Union in 1934 * Thie latter group was completely Communist domina- 
ted. Its attempt to take over the Hollywood studio workers failed. 

NORVAL D. CRUTCHER, ths Secretary of laboratory Techni- 
cians, local 683 is a Communist Party member, and has been active in Com- 
munist circles sines 1934* 

D. T. 7/AYNE, business representative of the Studio Ma- 
chinists is a close fellow traveller of the Communist Party line and a 
satellite of SORRELL. This union is virtually an outgrowth of the Motion 
Picture Workers Industrial Union. 

RUSSELL L. MCKNIGHT, Secretary-Treasurer of the confer- 
ence, is president of Laboratory Technicians, Local 683> and the Editor of 
"FLASHES", the official publication of that union. This publication follow* 
the Comouniet Party line; was isolationist before Russia was attacked, and 
violently patriotic immediately after. It quotas extensively from "IN FACT", 

. ^a Communist publication, and the magazine "FRIDAY" (now defunct). It has 
'i'eprintad articles from many other Conxmlhist publications; has run articles 
by known Communists and fellow travellers such as LA L SINGH . CARET MCWILLIAMS, 
SAM KALISH, DR. HERBERT B. ALEXANDER, GS0R£S SELDSS, SAM GOLDBLATT, and 
others. 


Other delegates making up the conference who are commun- 
ists and fellow travellers aret 

JOHN R. MARTIN, business representative of Laboratory' Technicians, 
Local 683. 
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(TT.fn m PRATT, bueineee representative of the Screen Office Snployell 

Guild. 

BERNARD LUSHER, Secretary Screen Office Employees Guild. 

wttj.t A ll PQMERANCE, business representative of Screen Cartoonist* 

Guild, and ex^fisld representative of the local Labor 

Relations Board. 

DAVE KILBEHMM, Vice-President of Screen Cartoonist*. Guild. 

ED M. GILBERT, a member of the Communist Party of long standing. 

ED MUSSA, business representative of the Screen Set Designers 

Guild* 

GEORGE E. BODLE, the attorney for the conference has been involved 
in Communist activitiee for years. His position is well known. 

While the Conference of Studio Unions oeteneibly operates 
in the union field, it is part of an interlocking combination of all Cocnaun- 
ist front organizations in Hollywood, of which there are sons thirty or more. 

Its specific duties are, however, to work in the trade 
union field and act as a liaison between the Communist Party and Hollywood 
Studio Unione. _ , 

r 

[Source 2-0 hae stated) that the local union from which 
all of this activity originally started was Studio Painters Local No. 644, 
the history of which has her a to fore been given. As stated it received ite 
impetue for Communiet activity from the M.P.W.I.U. 

r J&M 

[Source 2-0 hae etatedj that the other union* forming 
this confsrence are the following* _ J 

LABORATORY TECHNICIANS #683 . /Sourcs 2-P has stated)// 
that this union is a local and a part of the I.A.fts.E., that it was or- 
ganized and granted a charter by the I.A.T.S.E. In 1929* He further stated 
that it hae functioned a* a regular and conservative local until 1941* that 
its membership is composed of workers who develop and process ths film for 
motion pictures. He further stated that the department over which this 
local union has jurisdiction and control of the workers Is one bottleneck 
which could disrupt the entire industry under a given set of conditions. 

Hs stated that the tremendous expense of producing a picture is finally re- _ 
ducsd to an image on a narrow etrip of film 33 am in width* He stated that 
thie narrow strip of film, which reproesnts ths entire efforts. of ths indus- 
try, must be processed, much of it in a dark room in this department^ .fajem 
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this department the product than spreads out fanwiee throughout the world. 

Source stated that it h&e always been the contention of 
the Cccmuniets that if they could eucceed in getting control of the workers 
in this department the industry would be at their mercy. Source stated that 
the Communists and fellow travellers working in this union sines 1936 utili- 
zing their usual tactics of slander, false rumors and finally accusations 
that the regularly elected officers were secretly conniving with BROVJNE and 
BIOFF,' they finally succeeded in 1941 in causing an tl -Cam minis t officers of 
the union to resign in disgust and the Communist element in the union took 
over control which they now exercise. He further stated that thie union has 
followed the Communist Party line from isolation to ths present war; hae 
passed a.1 1 re solutions identical with those of the Communist program and is 
affiliated with Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defens#, Labor's Unity 
for Victory Committee and has issued pamphlets protesting ths proceedings of 
deportation of HARRY BRIDGES} resolutions advocating a second front has been 
adopted} the independence of India has been urged and resolutione on ths 
negro question j was sponsor for ths ’.Tar Symphony Committee; write in connec- 
tion with the League of American Writers, and supports every phase of Cotsaua- 
ist front activitj^v^ 

Source further stated that ths officers of this union, 
#633, I.A.T.S.E., ars the following* 

RUSSELL L. McKNIGHT, President. He is editor of 

"Flashee", the official paper of the union. 

MELVIN G. YOUNG - Vice-President. 

PAUL JAFFE - Recording Secretary. 

NOHVAL CHUTCHEE - Secretary-Treasurer. 

JOHN. R. MARTIN - Business Representative. 

CHARLES GREENBERG - Serge an t-at-ams. 

RALPH BLANCHARD - Member of the Executive Board. 

FRANK REGAL - Member of ths Executive Board. 

ARTHUR LZVMHAGEN - Member of ths Executive Board. 

DOROTHY ALEXANDER - Member of the Executive Board. , 
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GEORGS SHAW - Member of the Executive Board. 


THSQDORE FOGELMAN - Member of the Executive Board. 


SAMUEL HORN - Member of the Executive Board. 


Source 2-P has stated that everyone of the persone named 
above, with the exception of CHARLES GREENBERG, is either a Communist Party 
member of a fellow traveller. They all follow the same line in its devious 
.changes. Source further stated that previous to this time thie union an- 
nounced in its official publication, "Flashes", that the war was one of im- 
perialism, made no appeals for national defense, ridiculed the passage of 
the Selective Service Act, and supported the general isolationist policy of 
the Communist Party at that tiae^X^^y^^ 


quote from such Communist publications as n In Fact" and "Friday* , ana re- 
prints in substance articles appearing in the "People's World", the official 
publication of the Communist Party on the Pacific coaet. Source further 
stated that it has invited to' speak before ite membership such well known 
communist Party sobers and fellow travellers as: 


CARET MCWILLIAMS 
SAM KALISH 

DR. HEBERT B. ALEXANDER 
DALTON THUMBG 


Source further stated that since HITLER'S attack on 
STALIN this union has completely reversed its political viewpoint and is 


• 1 1 AM* avlm WAW 


demanding a second front, independence for India, protested the deporta- 
tion of HARRY BRIDGES, and issued pamphlets to that effect, and follows 
implicitly every detail of the Communist Party demands* 


SCREEN OFFICE EMPLOYEES GUILD 

^Source 2-Q has state^oiat jt 
pendent group in aboufl937. 


this union wae originally or- 
ganized as an independent group in abouC'1937. He stated that after being 
in existence some three or four years it cene under the influence of HERBERT 
K. SORRELL and the Communist elements within it and in 1941 it was iseued a 
charter by Local 644, A.F. of L. Studio Painters, and is now affiliated 

through Local 644 with the International Brotherhood of Painters, Paperhangers 

.« 1 



(Source further stated that this union has jurisdiction 
over al 1 clerical workers and secretaries in the Hollywood studios, although 
the A.F. of L. has a regular established office workers union In the Los 
Angeles area where these workers rightfully belong. This group has affili- 
ated itself with the International Painters organization. The reason fbr 
this odd combination is the preference for the Communist leadership of SOR- 
RELL over affiliation with regular A.F. of L. Office Workere Union. ] 

/Jource 2-Q has etated^that the following are the officers 

of this union: 

MARGARET B3INET - President 
BLANCHE COLE - Recording Secretary 
BERNARD LUSHER - Financial Secretary 
CLAIRE HARGAN - Treasurer 


JACK REID - Warden' 

BARBARA ALEXANDER - Conductor 


GLENN PRATT - Business Representative 


Source further stated that the officers named constitute 
the executive board. He further stated that the officers of this union and 
the union as a body follows the Communist Party line and in so doing has 
passed the same resolutions and engaged in the earns activities mentioned 
above, regarding Local 683. Source further stated that GLENN PRATT, the bus- 
iness agent of this union, has recently entered the Officers Training School 
of the Amy and ED U. GIT BERT of the Screen Set Designers Union has been 
elected to take PRATT'S place ae the^ bipines a agent of this union. GILBERT 
is a member of the Communist Party. “ 




he bi*3ln< 


SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD LOCAL NO. 852 

r 

(Source 2-R has informed^ Chat this guild has jurisdic- 
tion over cartoonists, sketch artiste, andanimatore engaged in making ^ani^ t 
mated cartoons in the motion picture industry. ^Source 2-R haa atateg^tmt^ 
this guild was organised about 1939 originally ae an independent group. He 
further stated that in 1941 the guild succumbed to the influence of SORRELL 
and was issued a charter by Local 644, Studio Painters, and therefore is now 
affiliated with the International Association of Painters, Paperhangers and 
Decorators of America. 
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Source stated that this affiliation of the cartoonieta 
with the painters and paperhangers was brought about by the help which SORRELL 
rendered to this guild in getting better working conditions and wagee and 
which help was made possible by the favoriteism shown SORRELL by PAT CASET. 
was an important factor in winning the confidence of thie guild by SORRELL* 

Source further stated that thie same process wae employed 
by SORRELL in all the other unions and guilds which were m sabers of the Con--, 
ference of Studio Unions. 


following! 


[Source 2-R statedj^at the officers of thie guild are the 


JACK ZANDER - President 


DAVE HILBEMAN - Vice-President 


ERIC LARSEN - Treasurer 

PEPS RUIZ - Fi n a n cial Secretary 


A L ARUATUZIO - Warden 


A. C. CAMER - Conductor 


WILLIAM POME RANGE - Business representative 

f 

[Source 2-R hae stated Jthat the officers of thie guild 


m 


and the guild as a body follows the Communist Party line and in so doing has 
passed the same resolutions and engaged in the same activity mentioned above 
regarding Local 683* 


SCRE3I SET DESIGNERS GUUD . 

[source 2-8 has stated 'ttiat 'this guild has jurisdiction 
over set designers, draftsmen, and illustrators, that the workers composing 
these crafts over a period of years have had various organizations, none of 
which were successful. Source stated that at one time they were classed as 
scenic artists and formed a union on that basis but it soon went out of e*» 
i stance. Source further stated that further attempts were made which llke- 
wiee failed. He also stated that it was not until 1939 that they formed a 
stable organization. Source further stated that in the fall of 1941 this or- 
ganization affiliated with Painters Union Local No. 644, thus coining under O, 
the influence of HERBERT K. SORRELL and this Painters Union No. 644 which 
had been dominated by Consnunist influence since 1935 as h^a 'thereto fore been 
shown. / 
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Source further stated that the membership of thie guild 
ie limited, being only approximately 300 matters. He stated that as a con- 
sequence this guild does not hare the usual nutter of paid officials. He 
stated that the business of thie guild is transacted at the office of its 
attorney, GEORGS E. SOCLE, 608 South Hill Street, downtown Ins Angeles; how- 
ever since BOOLE has been appointed as Assistant Director of the War Manpower 
Commission on the Pacific coast in charge of Southern California district, 
this guild is now located at 9441 Wilshira Eoulevard, Beverly Hills, tele- 
phone CRestview 1-4051. 

^Source 2-S has stateaj't^lat the present officials of thie 
organization are the following! 

JOSEPH STELNAD - President 

ED MU5SA - Business representative 

T^T -TE THOMAS - Executive board matter 

LEW COULD - Executive board matter 

ART IONERGAH - Executive board matter 

FRITZ WILLIS - Executive board member 


ED M. GILBERT - Executive board member 

Source further stated that the officers and executive 
board members above named handle all of the affairs of this guild and the 
general membership does not even have a vote in the affairs of the guild. 


Source further stated that the officers of this guild 
and the guild as a whole follow the Canonist Party line and in so doing 
,b&ve passed the same resolutions and' engaged in the same activities men- 
tioned above regarding Local 683« ' 

of 

Source 2-S has stated that/ the officers named ED M. 
GILBERT is known to be a member of the Communist Party and has been to the 
knowledge of source a member of the party since 1933* Source has stated 
that in 1934 and 1935 GILBERT was a member of the executive boara of the 
MPVflU mentioned above. He further stated that in 1933 GILBERT was made 
chairman of the top fraction of the Communist Party in t he Hollywood studio 
units, being appointed to that position by GEORGE MAURER who was in charge 
of the Labor Commission of the Communist Party of southern Californians^ ^ i 
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STUDIO MACHINISTS LOCAL HO. 1185 (S.M.L.) 


r- 

LSource 2-T has info rraedjt hat the Studio Machiniets Local 
No. 1185 i®, as are all of the other locals that make up the Conference of 
Studio Unions, a unit of the international group affiliated with A.F. of L* 
He further stated that thie local ie one of the unions of the International 
Association of Machinists* 


jq that wo 


^Source 2-T hae further statedjifiat workers who belong 
to this union are nlghly skilled mechanics engaged mostly in building and 
servicing motion picture cameras and other high precision work of like char** 
acter. 


Source further stated that thie union came into exist- 
ence ae an outgrowth of the H.P.W.I.U. heretofore mentioned; that in 1934 
and 1935 the majority of the machiniste in the Hollymod studioe were men- 
bere of this Communist dominated M.P.TJ.I.U. Source has stated that it had 
taken in the entire crew of machinists then engaged in the experimental 
plant of Technicolor Corporation; that it had also taken in all of thoee 
workers employed in the Mitchell Camera Company, the largest manufacturer 
of motion picture cameras in the United States. Source has further stated 
that while this plant was not a part of the motion picture studies proper, 
its products were used solely in the production of motion pictures. He hae 
further stated that this union also had taken into its ranks a large per- 
centage of skilled mechanics in the studios proper. 





Source’* further elated that the Comuniet program and 
party line at that time was accepted by the machiniste maobere of that un- 
ion almost wholeheartedly. He further stated that the leaders of this 
group and the individual to whoa the machiniets group within the union 
looked to for leaderehip wae WUZKED ff. LYON, who is referred to above as 
President of the M.P.W.I.U. and who later made a trip to Soviet Huseia to 
mrk in the motion picture industry there and who wae selected by the dele- 
gates from the Soviet Union in 1934 to go to Russia for that purpose* 


Source further stated that when the Communist Party- 
line changed in the fall of 1935 and all Communists were instructed to join 
the A.F. of L. unions, this group of machiniets left the M.P.W.I.U. and 
applied for a charter from the International Aesociation of Machiniets, an 
international affiliated with the A.F. of L. Source stated that a charter 
was granted and about 1937 this local No. 1185 was created in Hollywood* 

(Source 2-T further statedftUft\he union followed the ^ 
ueual procedure of new unions in building up Ite membership; that at the \J 
same time Cnntnunist influence was at work in the union and by the euomer 


* 
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of 1941 this union under the leadership of its business representative, D. T. 
WAINS, had gone over officially into the group called the Conference of 
Studio Unions, dominated as above stated by HERBERT K. SORRELL. Source fur- 
ther stated that the original meeting called to set up the Conference of 
Studio Unions was authorized officially by this Local 1185 and Local 644 of 
the Studio Painters. He further stated that at this meeting SORRELL and 
D. T. V/AYHE represented their respective unions as the original base for 
this conference. 


Source further stated that this union No. 1185 is repre- 
sented in «n of its transactions by this business representative, D. T. 

WAYNE. No other officer appears in any negotiations for the union or appar- 
ently take part in any of its political activity. He stated that WAYNE is 
the Vice-President of the Conference of Studio Unions. 

I'M 

^Source 2-T statedjthat this union acting through its 
spokesman, 0. T. WAYNE, has affiliated with the same organizations and pursued 
the identical line as has Local 644 Studio Painters. He has stated that Mr. 
WAYNE is completely under the domination of HERBERT K. SORRELL. 




^Source 2-T has further statedjtf.dt this union has fol- 
lowed the same procedure as to resolutions and protests as has Local 683 
Laboratory Technicians mentioned above. He has stated ths union follow* 
the Communist Party line as an integral part of the Conference of Studio 
Unions. 


Source 2-T has stated that this Conference of Studio 
Unions is the group of A.F. "of L. unions which has penetrated the Studio 
Union A.F. of L. structure and planted the Communist Party line by boring 
from within, which has been the tactics used for twenty years by the Com- 
munist Party and practiced in the earlisr days by WILLIAM Z. POSTER who 
from 1920 to 1928 was the secret agent of the Communist Party, U.S.A. in 
charge of organized labor activities, during which time he denisd he was 
a Communist and posed as a legitimate, labor leader^ (^) 

[source 2-T has statedl that 1 it was not to be implied 
that this Conference of Studio unions controls the majority of A.F. of L. 
workers in the studios. There are many other A.F. of L. locals not Com- 
munist controlled, but this an all, group composing this Conference are 
more or less ksy unions. He further stated that they have the backing of 
the entire Communist structure and the sympathy of the large number of 
fellow travellers in the cultural group, and due to this fact they possess 
strength out of all proportion to the number of locals and membership. 


[source 2-T has further stat^P^hat the publication in 
which the affairs of this Conference of Studio Unions are handled is the 
monthly paper "Flashes", issued by Local 683 of the T-abofralifir v Technic ian#. 

« i ■— - ~ 
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Source has also stated that this union uses the daily 
"Variety”, a trade paper which is extremely partial to the activities of this 
conference and to HERBERT K. SORRELL. This sourcs further stated that RALPH 
RODDY, who is in charge of labor dues for "Variety", apparently is a fellow 
traveller and follows the party line. These newspapers will be treated under 
separate headings* 


HOLLmOD GUILD COUNCIL 

urce 2-U has reporter that the (guilds making up the 
Hollywood Guild Council are the bargaining agencies for what is known as 
"the cultural groups, writers, artiste, directore, readers and publicists*" 
These guilds although not affiliated with A.F. of L. or any other labor 
group are the bargaining agencies for their members* It should be noted 
that as in the case of writers, directors and art directors, the matter of 
salaries is an Individual matter* Those guilds in their bargaining nego- 
tiations deal with such matters as working conditions, screen credits, ete.'J 


7PRKS FDR THE FORMATION OF THE HDLLYTOQD GUILD COUNCIL 


Source 2-U h&e further stated that after the defeat of 
the Communist controlled United Studio Technicians Guild (U.S.T.G. )/tne Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board election held on September 20, 1939 as above re- 
lated, (the Communist elements not being able to function within the I.A.T.S.E. 
proceeded to set up another organization outside the A.F. of L* As a base 
for their operations they created another organization "The Hollywood Guild 
Council". This council was composed of representative or delegates from what 
is called "the cultural groups". They are the following 




Guild 

Approximate membership 

Screen Directors Guild 

in 1941 
350 

\ 

Screen Readers Guild 

250 

Screen Publicists Guild 

200 

Screen Set Designers Guild 

350 

Screen Office Employees Guild 

900 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 

Total 

500 

vjxS 


* y 
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[Source 2-0 further atatedjthat the Hollywood Guild Council 
was set up in the fall of 1939, shortly after the U.S.T.G. was dissolved; that 
when this guild council was organised the Screen Set Designers Guild, Screen 
Office Tknployees Guild, and Screen Cartoonists Guild, were not affiliated with 
the A.F. of L. Thie affiliation was not maae until the fall of 1941* The 
others never were affiliated with the A.F. of L. 


- - Source further stated that the purpose of this Hollywood 

Guild Council was to afford a base of operations to carry on Communist propa- 
ganda and keep alive the attempt to penetrate the other unions* They attempted 
to draw into the council many of the A.F. of L. locals but were not successful. 
The activities were confined to these various guilds which had always been more 
or lees subject to Communist infiltration. 




Source further stated that {the leading group and the one 
which practically controlled the Hollywood Guild Council was the Screen Writers 
Guild. ] All of the activities of thie council had their origin in the Screen 
Writers Guild. The officers and leading figures in the Screen Writers Guild 
are almost all members of the League of American Writers. This League of 
American Writers has been in control of the Screen Writers Guild for many years 
and has succeeded during that time in having its members placed in key posi- 
tione in thie guild. 


The political viewpoint of the League of American Writers 
has dominated the Screen Writers Guild completely. The other guilds mentioned 
never played a great part in the Hollywood Guild Council for the reason that 
they were not so easily organised. To a large extent they lent their names 
and appointed delegates to the council. It might be said that they "trailed 


^Source 2-U further statedjthat the activities of the 
Hollywood Guild Council extended from the fall of 1939 to June 22, 1941, at 
which time HITL5H invaded Russia, which automatically ended the HITLSR-STALIN 

? g,ct. He stated that this period was one in which the line of the Communist 
ai*ty wae isolationiet and anti-war and anti-prepAration for defense. He fur- 
ther stated that the Hollywood Guild Council during this period fell into line 
with that position. However it accomplished very little, being overly consci- 
entious in ite activities. 


Source further stated that immediately after the invasion 
of Russia thie council had no further place as a propaganda group inasmuch as 
the majority of the representation of the guilds were writers, directors, art- 
iste, etc. They transferred their activitiee from a poeition of isolation to 
one of violent patriotism. He further stated that after the change in the Com- J 
muniet Party line caused by the invasion of Russia was made cie^r, whi cj y 
approximately three to four weeks, the directing heads of ttf» £uild 



( 
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« 
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began an intensive campaign in support of the war. They transferred their 
activities to other fields, the principal one of which became the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation for Defense. 

Source further stated that the Hollywood Guild Council 
did not go to other organizations as a body but the individual members went 
as individuals and joined and supported such organizations ae the Y/riters 
Mobilization for Defense, The Citizens Unity for Victory Committee, Laborers 
Unity lor Victory Committee, The Committee for the Care of Children in Wartime, 
the United Russian Relief, Committee for Medical Aid to Soviet Russia, Amorican- 
Russian Council for Friendly Relatione, The Hollywood Canteen, Victory Bond 
Drive, and many other forms of war activity. 

Source etated that ae a reeult of thle transfer of activi- 
ties to these other groups by the leaders of the council, it became inactive 
and at the present time it ramaine as a mere name only. 

Source further stated that so far aa it has been possible 
to ascertain thenHollywood Guild Council did not make public the names of the 
individuals who were its leaders and directors. The council never took direct 
action as a body but it acted as a sort of steering committee or advisory 
club for the various guilds that made up the council‘s source stated that the 
following persons were the most active in the affairs of the Hollywood Guild 
Council: 



3HS2HDAN GIBNEI - President, Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

^ ROBERT BOSS® - Secretary, Screen Writers Guild, 1941, 

^LESTER COLE - Treasurer, Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

MART McCALL, JR.- Member Screen Writers Guild, 1941* 

>/ JOHN HOWARD LATEOM-Maaber of Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 
JEROME CHODOHOV - Member of Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

AI LEU SCOTT - Member of Screen Writers Guild, 

ED U. GI L BERT - President, Screen Set Designers Guild, 1941. 


'* 19U * 0 
i, 1941. VQ 0 


GLEN PRATT - Business Representative, Screen Office 
Qnployeee Guild, 1941. 


* 


- 60 


f 



) 




DAVE HI1BERHAN - Vice- President, Screen Cartoonist* Guild, 
. 1942. 

<S FRANK TUTTLE - Screen Directors Guild, 1941. 


DON GORDON “’-'Screen Readers Guild, 1941 « 


TO- 


LESLIE MASON - Screen Publicist* Guild, 1941. 

^Source 2-U further sta tenths t the approximate membership 
of the Hollywood guilds affiliated with the Hollywood Guild Council was 4,000, 
the majority of whom were members of the Screen Writers Guild and Screen Office 
Employees Guild. He further stated that the Hollywood Guild Council is now 
practically inoperative due to the war conditions and the further fact that 
eince it was set up the Screen Office Bnployeee Guild, the Set Designers Guild, 
and the Screen Cartooniets Guild became affiliated with the A.F. of L. in the 
fall of 1941 and are now a part of the Conference of Studio Unions as noted 
heretofore. 


Source further stated that some of the guilde mentioned 
above were affiliated with the Hollywood Guild Council and are independent 
groups and have no connection with national unions. 


/ 


SCREEN WRITERS GUIID 
1655 No. Cherokee Avenue, 

Hollywood. California 

^Source 2-7 has reported^that the Screen Writers Guild is 
an independent organization not affiliated' with the American Federation of 
Labor! although it calls itself a guild it is a labor union and is the bargain- 
ing agency for writere in the Hollywood motion picture industry. - . 


J&FL Screen Writere Guild was or- 


[source 2-Vkms etated 
ganized in 1934, that it is the flret union group in the cultural field to 
come under domation of the Communiete and fellow travellers. In fact it was 
organized by a group of writers who were then members of the John Reed Club 
of Hollywood, a Communist front organization that afterwards became the Holly- 
wood chapter of the League of American Writers in 1935*. Source stated that 
prominent among thie group of original organizers wore i 


H3WAKD LAWSON 
SAI0J31 QRKITZ 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
GUY ENDOHE 
HARRY CARLISLE 


\ 
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All of the above bars Ion® records of Cn— inlst activity 
In the Hollywood motion picture industry. J 

Source further stated that the Screen Writers Guild ever 
since its inception has token the lead aeon® the organised cultural union 
groups In the Hollywood motion picture industry in following the Communist . . 
Party line in all its devious changes • He further etated that thie guild was . :'•) 
mainly responsible for setting up the Hollywood Guild Council, a Communist 
dominated group. Although not affiliated with the Conference of Studio Unions, 
it has probably acted in support of that body which, as has been shorn, ie 
another Communist controlled group of A.F. of L. local Hollywood unions. Source 
further stated that this guild ie the sponsor and moving force in the Hollywood .{ 
Writers Mobilization for Defense; that it sponeored the publication "Communique" ' 
which was published and distributed from ite headquarters. Ha further stated 
that it ie one of the sponsors of the Hollywood Canteen which was recently set 
up for the purpose of furnishing entertainment for the aimed forces. Ho fur- 
ther stated that ite officials and members have been active in every form of 
Communist and Comuniet front activity in southern California for years. 


Source 2-7 has further etated that the Coronunist domination 
Of the Screen Writers Guild has been so continuously obvious that in 1936 a 
small group of writers revolted against this domination and attempted to oust 
the Canouniate from control. This revolt was led by a man group of writers, / 

most active of whom were JAMES K. KcGUINESS, JOHN LEE HAHIN, HOWARD EMMETT 
"HD(23(3, PATTERSON licNUTT, BESS MEREDITH, HERMAN J. UANCKENICZ, ROBERT RISKflK 
and SAKSOK RAPHAELSON. 


Source further stated that one of the foremost "red baiters" 
ao he was called at the time wae Mr, UANCKXEWICZ, one of the highest paid 
writers in Hollywood. Source stated that k'ANCKIET/ICZ ran a full page advertise- 
ment in the Hollywood Reporter, a trade daily, which he headed as follows: 





"PROPOSED CHARTER 
FOR 

LOCAL NO. 1, SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS OF *1 ?/ILL ARISE* 
SCREEN WRITERS 
UNION" 


He signed the communication: 

"Writers of Hollywood unite t 
You have nothing to lose but your brains I 
HERMAN J. UANCELERICZ, 

Grub Street, Beverly Hills, California* 

In the Year of the Terror, One," 

New Theater June, 1936. P.2J 




Source 2-7 further stated that despite the feet that this 
saall group had exposed the Screen Writers Guild as being Co—un lat controlled, 
it lost the fight and the guild continued as usual* Source stated that again 
in 1941 another revolt against the Cmomunists in the organisation tuck place* 
Some of the sane group tried again j notably Hr* HQCEE3 and Ur* McGUIHESS sere 
active* This tine they succeeded in forcing the resignation of JOHN HOTUHD 
LAWSON, DONALD OGDEN STEWART, and RING LAHDKER, JR. from official positions* . 
These three have long been know for their Communist activity* He further 
stated that the resignations of LARSON, STEWART and LAHDNER sere merely ooiw 
cessions to s state of affaire, ae at this tine Communists and fellow travel- 
lers were still suffering from the effects of the HITLER-S TALD1 pact, but 
source stated that after Russia was attacked by HTIL r_nd the Cooanuidst Party 
line changed and permitted Coomunists to pose ss good, loyal American citizens 
and at the sane tine denounced anyone as "fascist" or "Nazi" who brought up 
the question of Communism, the Communist si omenta became bold and again openly 
took the rsine of ths Screen Writers Guild* 

Source further stated that the close connection between 
the League of American Writers and ths Screen Writers Guild Is evidenced by 
the raanbership of many of the officials and members in both organizations* 

He further stated that aenbers of the League of American 7 -rite rs are in com- 
plete control of tho Screen Writers Guild. 


Source 2-7 reported to 
'the following parties ware elected officers 
November 12, 1942 i 


the Los Angelas Bureau office that 
of the Screen Writers Guild on 


Jr’V 

' .'/ } 


\ 


liunr KcCALL, JR. 

LESTER COLB (A« 

FRANK PORTER 
FRANCES ED'.VAPU FIRAOOH 
K/i’lDtD EL’GWVJ' <• 
HUGO BUTLER 
I'.YRC CCir.r-LLY 
P.'RUL jahriodr^^ 
GORDON KAHN & 

HARRY JURHITT- 
GLADIB LEHUMI- 
JANS LURFIN- > 

FALDO SALT: 

ALLA" SCOTT 
J AT GURNEY ( 

FZLIf JACKSON 
TALBOT JOININGS ~ 

JOHN LARKIN - 
NAT PERRIN • 

BETTY REINHARDT - 
HAROTERITE ROBERTS- 


President 

Vice-Presidsnt 

Secretary^/ 

Treasurer'’ 

Executive board member 
Executive board rrrmibar 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
•Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 
Alternate executive board 

* 


U' 


member 

member 

member 

member 

member 

member 

member 
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/source 2-7 and 2-W further »t*ted)\£at the following offic- 
era of the guild are followers of the Communist Party line a a indicated below: 



UAH? McCall. JR* . President of the Screen Writers Guild, 
ie supported by the Communist elements in the organisation} was elected No Tee- 
ter 12, 1942 ae President} wae active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, a 
Communist- front organization, until the signing of the STAUN-HITISR pact} 
spoke under the auspices of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, a - - 
Communist front isolationist organization, on February 21, 1940, at the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, in which the program was "Hollywood Accepts 
MARTIN DIES' 1 . She statsd at this meeting "MARTIN DES was worse than Commun- 
ism". She was one of the members of the Screen Writers Guild who wired a de- 
mand to Congrees on March 5, 1940 that it eliminate the DIES Committee. She 
sponsored the Russian anniversary celebration at the Shrine Auditorium on Novem- 
ber 8, 1942. She wae a member of the committee on arrangements* She is a mem- 
ber of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense, a member of the League 
of American Writers, and teaches at the Hollywood Writers School and follows the 
Coamuniet Party line explicitly* 


i.krter T.QLE. Vice-Preeident of the Screen Writers Guild, is 
a member of the League of American Writ ere. He was one of the signers of the 
letters of "150", "400", which were part of the struggle between STALIN and 
TR0TSK? for control of the Communist Party. He was a signer of the call for 
the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers, which was a supporter 
of the American Peace .Mobilization* He ie an instructor in the Hollywood 
Writers School, a Communist dominated school run by the League of American 
Writers. He has been a follower of the Communist Party line for many years. 




J 


FRANCIS EDWARD FIRAQOH. Treasurer of the Screen Writer# 
Guild, is a member of the League of American Writers. He wae one of the 
signers for the call for the Third Congress of the League of American Writers. 
He is a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League and the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization for Defense. “ 


HAROLD BUCHMAN is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild. He is also a member of the League of American Writers, 
a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nad League, and a member of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. 


& 


MARC CONNELL! is a member of the executive board of tM 
Screen Writers Guild anri is a member of the League of American "frit era. He 
signed the call for the Third Congress of the League of American Writers. 

He is a member of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense. He teaches 
at the Hollywood Writers School. He follows the Communist Party line. He 
wae a member of the arrangements committee for the RuaplAn anniversary cele- 
bration November 8, 1942 at the Shrine Auditorium in Los "Angeles. 
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PAUL JARRIOO. sober of the executive board of the 
£ Semen Writers Guild, is a it mber of the League of American Writers. Ho 
£ teaches at the Hollywood ifrlters School end ia a a amber of the National 
- Federation for Constitutional Righto, a Ccmunist front organisation. He 
ie a aoaber of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defsnss. He signed 
the call for the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers which 
endorsed the American Peace Mobilisation, (to follows the Comuniet Party 
line faithfully. 


GORDON KA1 1 is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of the League of American Y.'riters. He was 
an associate editor of "The Clipper", the official organ of the League of , 

American Writers, Hollywood chapter. He v;as a member of the Motion Picture . [ 

Cooperative Buyers Guild, a Communist front organisation. He was one of the 
signers of the call for the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers 
which endorsed the American Peace Mobilisation. He follows the Communist . 

Party line faithfully. 

HAHRT JURNIT7, is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen TTriters Guild and a member of tho League of American 7/riters. He ie 
also a menber of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defense. 

T7ALPQ GALT is a member of the executive board of the' 

Screen Y/riters Guild and a cumber of the League of American writers. He was 
-an associate editor of "The Clipper*, the official organ of the League of . 

American Writers, Hollywood chapter. Ha ia a member of the Motion Picture . 

Cooperative Buyers Guild, a Communist Party front organisation. He was one A 

of the signers of the call for the Fourth Congress which endorsed the Aneri— r 

can Peace Mobilisation. He follows the Communist Party line faithfully. 

AILAK SCOTT is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of the League of American ’.'Piters. He 
teaches at tho Hollywooo Writers Scnool and is a member of the Hollywood 
Writers ’Mobilization for Defense. He follows tho Communist Party line 
strictly. 

JAY GOKirir is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen "riters Guild and a member of the League of American Writers. He 
teaches at the Hollywood TTrltera School. He wae a co-author of the play a 
"Meet the People" and "Zero Hour", both of which were isolationist and were 
sponsored by the American Peace Mobilisation. They were produced by the 
Hollywood Theater Alliance, a Conmunist front group, and directed by H2HBERT 
B IBERIAN, a well known Hollywood Communist. GORNEY follows the Communist 
Party line strictly. 
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Source 2-V conpiled a list of the menbere of ttw £creea ‘ 
Writers Guild who are Communist* and/or fellow travellers in the League of 
‘American T/riters and who have been identified for many years aa engaged in 
Caamuniat activity* 


JOHN n U750U 
SAM QRNITZ 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
TtSS SLESINGER 
FRANK DAVIS 
DOROTHY PARKER 
ALLAN CX.IVB1SLL 
VJUtXON S PI TIER 
MADELINE HUTHVEN 
H. S. (HI) KRAFT 
LESTER COHEN 
GUY ENDOKE 
JERKY SACKHEBf 
VICLA BROTHERS SHORE 
DONALD 0GD3I STEWART 
LILA f'AT V/INTRS 
JOHN ERIGHT 
ROBERT TASKER 
JOHN TEXLET 
ROBERT ROSSEH 
tHEbDOHE DREISER 
JULIUS EPSTEIN 


PHILIP EPSTELH 
SIDNEY BUCHMil 
•PHEUP DUNNS 
EDWARD CHODOHDV 
JEROME CHODOROV 
LILLIAN HSIJiiAN 
CIDniC E^LFRACE 

luc pijtstsu; 

HARRY CARLISLE 
VERA CASPKRAY 
! JOLLY CASTLE 
ARANUD D'USSEAU 
EDWARD ELISEU 
JOSEPH FIELDS 
liAHTIK GRANT 
ARTHUR KOEER 
ALBERT "ALT- 
ROBERT riLTLER 
If. L. RIWR3 
G'OORGS SKLAR 
ORSON WELLES 
VICTOR A. YAKHOHTOFF 


Source 2-V has eta ted that all of the above are active 
members of the League of American Writers and the Screen Writers Guild; that 
they are all identified either as members of the Communist Party, fellow 
travellers, or members of such front organizations as the Hollywood Anti -Nazi 
League, th® Hollywooo League for Democratic Action, Hollywood Peace Forum, 
Hollywood Theater Alliance, United Refugee# Cocnittee, Hollywood Committee 
lor Writers in Exile, Rescue S'.ip Mission, Hollywood Writers Mobilization for 
Defense, Consumers United, notion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild, National 
Federation for Constitutional Rights, SCHKEIDliKlAN-DARCY Defense Committee, 
Unitea Spanish Aid Committee, HARItl BRIDGES Defense Connittee, American Peace 
Mobilization,' American-Rusaian Institute, American Society for Cultural Rela- 
tions with Russia, Committee to Aid Agriculture workers, League of rjomea 
Shoppers, ttesten Writers Congress. 


SCREEN DIRECTORS GUILD 


^Source 2-1 has reported that the Screen Directors Guild 
of Hollywood was organized in February, 1936 for the purpose aa stated at that 
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tine to bring the director* of notion pictures into line with other labor 
unione in the in due try. This source aleo furnished infomation relative to 
the various partis a who are active in the affaire of thie guild* 

This effort was made by a mail group of notion picture 
director® who professed the "progressive" position, and who maintained in a 
broad sense that the motion picture should carry a social or political mew 
eaga rather than being what they dained it waa at the tine, merely an "escape 
mechanism" for the masses. In reality the term "progressive" meant sympathy -• - • 
1 for the Communist cause which was then Just beginning to make headway among 
(the intellectuals of the Hollywood motion picture industry* j 

The naaee of those composing thie small group were! 


Jr 



. \ 


KING VIDOR 
LEWIS MILESTONE 
. i FRANK TUTTLE 
-^-WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
JOHN FCRD 
FRANK BOHSAGB 
HOWARD HAWKS 
WESLET HUGGLE3 


JOHN CKMIELL 
WILLIAM WELLSIAN 
BOUEEN 31A1CUUAN__^-^^ 
GRECDHI LACAVlV/ 

CT . " 

EDWARD SUTHERLAND'' 

H. BRUCE HUMBERSTONK 


\ 


The difficulty in organising these directors whose salaries 
ran into thousands of dollars per week and reducing them to a statue of trade 


unionists was no small ona* 


The position and duties of the director of motion pictures 
place Mm cloeer to the producer or employer than to the worker. At times hie 
interests lead him actually into the production field where he becomes an em> 
ployer of a kind* 


For these reasons [the Screen Directors Guild is in no 
sense strictly a bargaining labor union j although the Communist theoretician 
claims that it is, but the directors "as a class have not yet discovered the 
fact* Actually the Screen Director* Guild occupies an anomalous position 
among Hollywood labor organizations which plays at going through the motions 
of a labor union* The high salaries of the directors and their preferred po- 
sition among the elite of the motion picture world contradicts any questions, 
of "wages and working conditions 


.ona/ 




This leaves tbs Screen Directors Guild with buttons basic 
reason for existence which, to a maali group within the organization, la all 
..in all. This reason is ideological, or, a# this group would express it if 
£ driven into a corner, "cultural" • By "cultural" la meant production of mo- 
tion pictures sympathetic to the cause of Communism and the political 
of Soviet Russia *J \ ' 



Hils Is no implication that the entire membership of tbs 
Screen Directors Guild, or even the majority, are of this viewpoint, or that 
the organization as a body reacts In that direction. It is the usual small 
group within the organisation that works to steer it into this type of ac- 
tivity. 

s 

. „ _ Ths Screen Directors Guild, of necessity, confined within 

narrow bounds as a bargaining agsncy. Also any political activity it is free 
to adopt is circumscribed. 

Yet in spite of those restrictions the Screen Directors /\~ P 
Guild has sponsored such organizations as the Hollywood Writers Mobilisationf'T’ 
s Communist inspired project, the Hollywood Canteen, likewise controlled by 
Communist elements, the War Symphony Committee, and others. It was affiliated 
with the Hollywood Guild Council' mentioned heretofore . 

Thsrs is considerable Communist activity among the indi- 
vidual members of ths directors guild, but they function as individuals sad 
take part in outside organizations and groups. 

The Comm uni at Party has for years made every effort to 
take into its folds motion picture directors. They have recognised the stra- 
tegic position of the director in injecting propaganda into a picture. In 
this they have been somewhat successful heretofore. 

But at the present time the field is wide open. The po- 
sition of Soviet Russia air an ally, and the large number of pictures now be- 
ing made baaed on the war situation, permits those directors so inclined to 
Inject into the picture such Communist propaganda as muld not have bsen pos- 
sible heretofore. And for ths making of such pictures the Hollywood producers 
invariably select those directors end writers who are sympathetic to the Soviet 
union and ths Communist causa. 


ing: 


The officers of" the Screen Directors Guild are the follow- 
♦ 


SERGE STSVEKS 
ERNST LDBITSCH 
KOraiAH TAUHDG 


- President 

- First Vice President 

- Second Vice President 


WILLIAM A. SKITER-Ss c retary 


_^i_£A®nsrr 


- Treasurer 



J. P. McCKMAH 


- Executive See re 



MABEL WALKER WILLEBRANDT - Counsel 



( 
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Board of Directors* (in addition to the above) 
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DAVID BUTLER 
EDfVARD H. GRIFFITH 
HOWARD HAWKS 
A. EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
WILLIAM A. WELIMAN 


GEORGE CUKOR 
HENRI HATHAWAI 
MASK SANDRICH^ 
RICHARD WALLACE 
SAM WOOD 


Alternates to the Board* 


FELH FEIST-'" 
REEVES EASON 
IRVING PICHEL 
LESLEY SELANDER 


Of the above oflcials few have been openly active or have 
expressed publicly sympathy for Coomunima orlts philosophy* 

GBORtS STEVENS . /^Source 2-X has reportedXhat (2D0RCZ STKVKN3 is President 
of the Guild; that ha has been identified with some of the Communist front 
organisations. He repreeented the guild in the United Citiaens for Victory 
Committee, and spoke at a meeting in the Philharmonic Auditorium in September 
of 1942* He has had sons connections with ths Hollywood Theatre Alliance, a 
Communist inspired project, and has affiliated with various Russian Relief 
drives* His activities have been of a mild nature. 


ERNST LUBITSCH has been looked upon as a fellow traveller 
but directed the picture "Ninotschka", which was anti -Communist satire* This 
would cancel out any Communist leanings previously held. For directing this 
picture he was attacked by the Communists in the industry and out. 



Of NORMAN TAUROG, WILLIAM A. SEITER, TAT GARNETT, and 
J. P. McQGWAN, there is no record of any activities. 

Of the Board of Directors the same can be said, with ths 
exception of IRVING PICHEL, one of the alternates. 4 

r JV M 

IRVING PICHEL . Lgource 2-1 has stated) that Mr. PICHEL has 
long been active in circles allied to the Communist party. Sponsor and active 
in the Hollywood Anti-Nad League, and sponsor of ths United Spanish Aid Com- 
mittee, both strictly Communist front organizations. He teaches at ths Holly- 
wood Writers School, conducted by the League of American Writers. While PICHEL 
has been identified with the foregoing organizations hs seems to know whan to 
draw back and not go too far. However, he follows the Coaaunist Party line, 
but safely. 


<\\ 
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None of the rest of the officiale of the Screen Directors 
Guild have been involved to any serioue extent in Communist activities ae ap- 
peare at this time) however this does not mean that the Communist Party hae ig- 
nored the motion picture director. On the contrary there has been an inteneive 
camDaign to influence the directors and it has been successful to quite an ex- 
tent. But in doing this a different tactic was ueed than thoee which were ap- 
plied to other groups and labor unions. It would not serve the purposes of 
the -Communists nearly so well If they were to control the Screen Directors Guild 
from the top by electing their numbers and fellow travellers to the offices irr- - 
the guild. It would be much better to influence the individual director and use 
him where he would serve their purpoee by his control of the picture as it wae 
produced. Besides there would be a danger if any of the directors became pub- 
licly known as Communists and sympathizers — their position in the industry would 
not allow of it, particularly if they should be in control of the Guild. 


The following members of the Screen Directors Guild in 
, Hollywood are known followers of the Communist Party line: 

FRANK TUTTLE . Source has stated that TOTTLE ie a member 
of the Communiet Party ( BURT-HONET COMBE ) • He hae been active in almoet every 
Communist inspired group operating in Hollywod) Sponsor of the Hollywood 
Anti -Nazi League. He hae been active in the Hollywood Peace Forum which suc- 
ceeded the Anti-Nazi League and became isolationiet when the Communiet Party 
line changed. He is a member of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, 
a Communist anti-war group following the Communist Party line. TUTTLE spoke 
at a mass meeting of a group at the Olympic Auditorium on April 6, 1940, in 
Los Angeles, which meeting was to "Keep America Out of the ’.'Jar 1 *. He is a mem- 
ber and active in the Motion Picture Donocratic Coznnittee, a Communist group 
that changed to isolation when the Communist Party line changed. He is a mem- 
ber of the Zukas Defense Conunittee-defenee of Communist ZUKAS sentenced by 
Yorty Committee investigating subversive activltes. He was a sponsor of the 
United Spanish Aid Committee and other Spanish civil war aid committees and 
it .is reported that approximately $ 300,000 was collected for this purpose and 
2*2 that a great portion of it was collected for the purpose of bringing to the 
^United States writers who were in exile and other radical factore who were in 
intern ement camps in various European countries' for their radical and Commun- 
ist activitiee. It is also reported that a large portion of this $ 300,000 was 
never accounted for to anyone. 


reported ti 


ORSON WEITES is a member of the original "Group Theatre", 
New York, Communist controlled^th eater project affiliated with the New Theatre 
League, a branch of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatree. He ie 
a manber of the League of American Writers. He signed the Fourth call for 
Writere Congress which wae a support of the American Peace Mobilization. He 
is chairman of a committee from Hollywood demanding that deportation proceed- 
ings against HARRY BRIDGES be dropped. He is active in thr Rescue Ship U1A- 
sion, a Communist collection agency for funds never accounted for. WEXXES ie' 
now very patriotic, having changed with the Communist Party line. He was alee 
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a eponsor of the United Spanish Aid Conaittee and other Spanish civil war 
aid committees and it is reported that approximately $300,000 was collected 
for this purpose ana that a great portion of it was collected for the purpose 
of bringing to the United States writer's who were in exile and other radical 
factors who were in intemeoent campe in various European countries for their 
radical and Communiet activities* It is also reported that a large portion 
of thie $ 300,000 was never accounted for to anyone. 

■JAY LEYDA is now Technical Director on "Mission to Moscow*, 
a picture now being made by V/amer Brothers. He hae a long record of Communist 
activity. He wae director of propaganda via the theatre for International Un- 
ion of Revolutionary Writers in Moecow in 1931-35 • He is associate editor of 
"New Theatre ", a publication controlled by the Communist Party, issued in New 
York from 1935 to 1939. He was associated with the Film Library of the Modem 
Museum, Rockefeller Foundation in New York in 1940. He wae discharged for 
Coomuniet activity in July, 1940 by IRIS BARRY, Curator, as a result of popular 
pressure. He has boon engaged in many other activities. 

/ HEIglAN SHUMLIN is a former Broadway producer, now a Holly- 
wood director. He has followed the Communist Party line faithfully for many 
years. He is a member of the "Group Theatre" in New York, and active in all 
of its affairs. He wae sponsor for the "Theatre Committee for Defense of the 
Spanish Republic". He -wae a member of the Hollywood Citizens Committee for 
Feaerai Theatre, and a member of the Executive Board of tht Theatre Arts Com- 
;oittee (T.A.C.), He was a supporter of the American P-sace Mobilisation. He 
has engaged in many other activities, all of which followed the Communist Party 
line from the Popular Front to Isolation, to violent patriotism. 

JOHN FORD has shown Communist sympathies to a limited ex- 
tent. He ie identified as attending Communist social gatherings in Hollywood 
luminaries homee. (BURT) Sponsor for the Steinbeck Committee for Agricultural 
Workers, a Communist controlled group (met at the Philharmonic Auditorium, Los 
Angelee, March 21, 1940). The activities of FORD were of a mild nature, and in 
_ all probability he is an innocent* “He was third Vice-Chaizinan of the Motion 
Picture Done era tic Conmittee. ' % 

JOHN CRQMW5II, is one of the original organizers of the 
Screen Directors Guild. He is a maaber of Hollywood’s Committee to Protect 
Civil Liberties, a completely dominated group. He is sponsor of the Hollywood 
Committee for Writers in Exile", a Communiet project. y'^^ 

1 / HEhtiEKT BXBEFMAN is one of the leading Communists in the 
Hollywood section. He is a member of the National Council of American Peace 
Mobilization. He picketed the White House for the American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion, and is local chairman of that organization, ae well a qpffti t llFl jWf /If 
peace Forum. Ha was involved in an attempt by the Unite^f 
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Guild to taka over Hollywood unions for tha Conmuniet Party. Ha ia a contri- 
butor to "New Haases'*, New Theatre magazine. Ha ia a macaber of tha Hollynood 
Anti-Nazi League and Motion Picture Democratic Committee. There are many 
other in stancea of Communist activity on hie part. Ho is now patriotic in 
conformity with the Communist Party line. 


K /tSlTS viLgSTONg follows the Communist Party Una. Ha sup- 
ported tha Hew Theatre_ League, which ie affiliated with tha International 
Union of Revolutionary" Theatres, with headquarters in Moscow, Russia. Ha wrote 
articles for the New Theatre magazine, in March, 1937. He is a member of tha 
Executive Board of the Motion Picture Spanish Aid Committee, a Communist front 
organization. He si&ied a latter of "ISO" which was protest againet investiga- 
tion of Moscow trials. This fact is proof that LULSSTOKS was interested in 
inner workings of the Communist Party. He is a sponsor of the Hoilywod Thea- 
tre Alliance, a Communist organization. He has engaged in many other activi- 
ties. 


E. A. DUPONT ie editor of the Hollywood "Tribune", a Com- 
munist publication issued in 1939. This publication was short lived as the 
HITIER-STAIIN pact caused its death. 


WTT.T.TAM DISTERLS is a follower of the Communist Party line. 

— He is a mrnaber of the Hollywood Conmittee for Writere in Exile, a Communist 
front organization, and of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. He gave interviews 
to the "Daily Worker", the Communiet Party’s official publication (1939). He 
was nwied as a member of the Communist Party by IVAN COX in December of 1937. 


/ /JQRJS IVHtS has long been identified with Communist activi- 
ties. He is an »r1 gi mmaber and active in the New Theatre League, an affil- 
iate of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres. Contributor to the 
New Theatre magazine, and director of "Documentary" films. He is a eponsor of 
the Motion Picture Guild, a Communist controlled organization for the m a kin g of 
propaganda films (1939). 


" - 


as IVENS. 


PARS LORarrZ has engaged in activities practically the earns 


DUPLET NICHOIS wee formerly a screen writer and member of 
the League of American Writers. He ie now a producer and director. He has a 
long record of Commist and Comnuniet front activities while connected with 
the League of American Writers. 

.v ^HSRBEF^ kt.thk is one of the original group that set up the 
New Theatre League. He ie editor of the New Theatre magazine. He is one of 
the original founders of the League of American Writers in conjunctifln wdt£ 

— He ie now in Mexico aaking^o^ dlQl W- *doca- 


SAHL BROWDER, MICHAEL GOLD, etc. 
aentary" films. He has a long record of 


Coenuniet activitii 


•y 
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GARS IN KANIN follows tha Communist Party llns. Ha is a 
number of the Hollywood Coaanittee for Writers in Sadie, a Communist Party 
front* He is a contributor to "New Masses", a Communist publication* He 
signsd a resolution to support the "Peoples Front" in England, about April 1, 
19A1* The "Peoples Front" in England corresponded to the American Peaes Mo- 
bilization in tha United States. EARL EROWDER and other known Communist* 
were also signers of this resolution. He sponsored the Hollywood Theatre 
Alliance, a Communist undertaking* 

There are others among the directors of Hollywood who 
have evinced sympathy for the Communist cause, but it is of a mildsr nature 
and follows the same general pattern* 


SCREEN PUBLICISTS GUILD - 1735^ No* Vine Street, Hollywood, 

California 


/.Source 2-1 has statadj iJV substancs the following with 
respect to tha officsrs and activity of certain individuals in the Screen 
Publicists Guild. The officers are! 


the following; 


LESLIE MASON 
TEET CARLE 
DAVID HcCO IG 

ted TATiinr 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


Ths Executive Board meabera are the four above named and 




WILLIAM BELCHES 
WILLIAM BLOECHER 
JERRI BHETTINCKAU 
'JOHN CAMPBELL, JR*'/ 
CHARLffifiASKON. 

wstjames 


ROBERT JOSEPH 
BESSIE KAMINS 
DON UcELWAINE 
CAMERON SHIPP 
JOHN DEL VALLE 
ARTHUR ZEUHEH 


Source has stated that none of the above named officers 
havs been identified as being members of ths Communist Party or ae having 
taken part as individuals in any Communist activity of the usual Hollywood 
variety, yet the organisation as a body has affiliated itself with know 
Communist inspired groups* \ 

Source has stated that this onion has been represented 
by its President t.hst.tk MASON who has acted as a delegate and as a amber of 
or as sponsoring the followings The Hollywood Guild Council; Labors Unity 
for Victory Co— it tee; Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defense, which 
a part of the Screen Writers Guild; and the League, of Trlmr Writer* r” 
has also >ponso£|A s ^r' HsilywoOd' Canteen which lc sponsored ^ gfoeTal lfo by 
Co— uniat elements* yu T m ' ' 
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Sour ci h&e stated that the only other member of thie guild 
wno hai at times represented the organisation as a delegate is DON KING who 
ie considered by conservative labor unions in Hollywood to be a fellow traveller 
but he has never engaged in any decided activities. Hs further stated that 
the ntxaber of members in the union is not large, approximately 350 ; that on 
thie account it has had very little influence on tbs larger groups or those 
engaged in Communist front activities. 


SCREEN HEADERS TO, 1655 North Cherokee Street. 

Hollvwood7 California 

djaa follows on this guild. Hs has 


/^Source 2-Z has reported 
stated that the following are the officers* 


JOBS NEBS 


- President 


LILLI AN BIKUIST- Vice-President 


JE3SZI BURKS 


Corresponding Secretary 


RUTH FASKB 
v B ILL 00 1^7 


Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 


HAL I2VT 
BERNARD GORDON- 
WESIZT HAINES - 
ISIS CLAI 
VraANK cizAm - 

rrr.t TAU SHENKEft- 


Mamber Executive Board 
tfaaber Executive Board 
Member Executive Board 
Member Executive Board 
Mwber Executive Board 
Member Executive Board 


Source ha* stated that the Screen Readers Guild is not a 
large group, perhaps not ovar 250 to 300 In all. Hs further stated that some 
are «a ployed regularly at ths various studios, idiile others do ^lat la 
fres lanes reading. Their duties are to read books, mags il nes and all forms 
Of published material and make synopses from which atorlss or scenes nay be- 
adapted to the motion picture e. 


Source has further stated that the readers have been to 
a large extent influenced and dominated by the Screen Writers Guild, me 
reason for this is that the readers consider themselves potential writers 
and their ambitions lie in that direction. For this reason ths Screen Read- 
ers Guild follows ths lead of ths Screen Writers Guild in all matters. It 
ie affiliated with the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defense, ths Holly- 
wood Guild Council, and is active in supporting any political activities and 


fronts 'rtiich the Screen Writers Guild advocates. 
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^ e 3-i has etate^SiaV &de organisation ie an inde- 
ted with the A.F. of L« and that it came into exist- 
ence in 1936. Ha at* tod that it waa an attempt to organise into a guild or 
union that night b* tamad an anomalous a action of th* director* guild* It 
waa composed of a nail aaction of this group whoaa activities are of a rather 
ape ci allied nature, direction of the dialogue in the picture. These dutiae 
naturally develop into the domain of the director of the picture and therefore 
the eta to* of the dialogue director ie somewhat vague. 


Source stated that a* a body this guild has never affili- 
ated with the usual Communist efforts to consolidate groups such as the Bolly- 
wood Writer* Mobilisation for Defense, the Conference of Studio Onions, or 
any of the othsr Communist inspired groups. He farther stated that this guild 
ie not at the present time taking a part as group in any of the usual under- 
takings for war purposes such as the Hollywood Canteen, Russian Relief, etc* 

\ / 

Source stated that the original organiser*. and those most 
active in the organisation In the past are and have been the following* 


WILLIAM L. BRQSSEAD 
STAKLZI J. CZUHDON 
SB L. DAVatFOHT 
LESTER SCHAFFER 
SEWARD E. KAH 
BUGEKS EAILET 


TH) STANHOPE 
JAMBS I2ENEB 
MILTON SACKSOi 
RICHARD LaPil 
H7KARD J. COHKEL 


Source has stated that with the exception of RICHARD LaPAI 
□one of the above have been identified with Communist activities* He stated, 
that LaPAH was for same years a member of the Coomunist Party in Hollywood and 
did important work for the party among the prominent Hollywood luminaries, but 
be stated that LaPAN broke with the party about five years ago and since that 
tins has become violently opposed to it. He further stated that LaPAH at the 
present time is not employed at the studios and so far aa ha knows LaPAH has 
abandoned all political activi^* 


AMERICAN CUIU) OF MUSICAL ARTISTS 




/source y-B has roportedfthdt this organisation is not 
strictly a Hollywood group but is national in its scope and ie compesed of 
prominent musicians, soloists, directors and others* He stated that it ie 
not a Hollywood union in the sense that it acta as a -bargaining agency, as 
all members of this organisation are also amber* of th* American Federation 
of Musician*, affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, whi 
bargaining agency .'f^K musicians. Source further stated t..Ll 
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not bean active in Communist circles but has supported some organisations sus- 
pected of being Communist front organizations , euch as Russian War Relief; 
that it has fhmished musicians free of charge to such organizations as the 
Russian War Relief. He further stated that it is one of the sponsors of the 
Hollywood Canteen and furnished a great deal of ths music, and perhaps all 
of the music, that is given at the Canteen for entertainment purposes. Ha 
stated positively that it has not sponsored such organizations as the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilization for Defense, . 

r 

[Source 3-C has stated) that Screen Ac to re Guild is the 
only labor union in Hollywood which does' not function under a charter from 
an international group affiliated with the A.F. of L. Being the only group 
of its kind, that is a union of Screen Actors, it exists only in Hollywod 
and for this reason it functions by a direct charter from the A.F. of L. 
through the Actors Equity Association. 




SCREEN ACTORS GUHD 




^Source 3-C has stated^that KENNETH THOMPSON, Executive 
Secretary of the Screen Actors Guild, performs his duty as Executive Secre- 
tary of the Guild and does not take part in any activities outside ths needs 
if the guild as a labor union. H« does not object to the Communists func- 
ioning in the union, neither does he support them. He has never been referred 
o as a Communist or fellow traveller. JEFF KIBHS in 1939 stated with respect 
THOMSON : "THOMPSON is vacillating and .cannot be held in lins." 

["Source 3-0 statedfthat the following are the officers of 

.s guild: 


THOMPSON - Executive Secretary 





JAMES CAGNEY - President 
IeORCS ' a 7 MURPHY - First Vice-President ' 

PAUL HARVEY - Second Vice-President ^ 

WALTER ABELL - Third Vice-President 
LUCILLE GLEASON - Recording Secretary 
PORTER HALL - Treasurer 

WALTER ABELL - Member, Board of Directors < . ~,j 
JAMBS CACWEY - Member, Board of Directors ^ ' 
EMMA DUNN - Member, Board of Directors 
GEORGE A. MURPHY - Member^ Board of Directors 





? * 
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LLOYD PIDGEON - Member, Board of Directora ■ 

ELIZABETH PJSDON-Member, Board of Directora 
FRANC HOT TONE - Member, Board of Directora 
CHARLES TR077BRIDGE T Member, Board of Directors • 

JANE VfSHAN - Member, Ejoard of Directors* 

[Source 3-C has atated>that the affaire of the Screen Actors 
Guild are conducted in a different manner from the rest of the unions in the 
Hollywood motion Picture industry. Ha atatea that all matters are in the hands 
of the elected officers and Board of Directors; that this union does not hold 


membership meetings regularly; that it has a called meeting when something 
special ia called In ordar that the oeoberahip may vote on some apecific ques- 
tion, but he stated that thie occure only on rare occaaiona and that the only 
regular meeting ia the one which ia called once per year for the purpose of 
electing officera. 


Source further stated that due to thie arrangement whereas 
tha membership acting aa a body can take no action on such affaire. Communist 
Party members, fellow travellers, and sympathizers among the Hollywood Actors 
carry on their work through^thar organizations such as "fronts". Thay act as 
individuals without tt*-^0ixial^anction of the union, the Screen Actors Guild. 

JAMES CAGNEY . Source 3-C stated that CAGNEY has contri- 
buted large eums dicash to the Communist Party. This feature is being 
treated elsewhere inthtirTspo rt I U*-) 

GEORGE A. MURPHY . Source has stated that MURPHY is tha 
First Vice-President, ia very friendly with the C.I.O. and PHIL A. OOKNALLY, -* 
Preaidant of the C.I.O. and Secretary of the L.A.I.U.C. Ha stated that he 
considers MURPHY very sympathetic to the Communist cause but that hs would 
not be willing to call him a fellow travellsr* 

Source further stated that PAUL HARVEY, TALTER ABELL, 
'v^LL'CILLE GIEASON and PORTER HALL have hot been activs even in any front or- 
ganizations . 

FHANCHOT TONE . Source stated that FRANCHOT TONE has been 
very active in Communist front organizations, has contributed largs sums of 
money to the Communist Party, and has beep very active in matters in which 
the Communist Party has been involved^V^y^J 

RICHARD LaP AN . Source atatea that LaPAN in about 1935 Q h 
or 1936 waa the collector for the Communist Party amongst the motion pictured 
people* At that tins LaPAN stated that he had collects d larg® sums of money f 

from JAKES CAGNEY and others in ths Scresn Actors Guild. ^s^ rtata jL that in t 

1934 LAIfflENCE ROSS was ^Secretary of ths Communist Party in' Los^ngelea County ~ 
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and on on® occasion ha sent a hurried call to Hollywood insisting t,nat, LOUIS 
HEIFETZ sea JAMES CAGNET at once and get 5200 . CO as he needed it immediately. 
A. presumption grew from this bit of information that CAGNEY might at any time 
be subject to— call for Communist funds. ( Lb) 


' ~ Source >-C has stated that the following members of the 

Screen Actors Guild have taken part in and supported Communists and Communist 
controlled front activities in the Hollywood ^ection over a period of six or 
seven years to his own personal knowledge ^ 


LUCILLE BALL 
ROMAN BQHNEN 
VIRGINIA 3RlICE~ — 

, MORRIS CARNOVISKY 
DOROTHY CGMMINGORE 
FRANCES FARMER 
HELEN GCHAK-kJ 
r' = teTGARFIEIl> ■ 
(correct name 
JAKE GARFINKEL^ — „ 
STSwART HAMBLEN •" 
’..’ALTER HUSTON 
FRED KEATING 
L '-^CTOR KILLIAN 


IDA LUPINO 
FREDERICK MARCH 
PHILIP MERI7AIB 
MAURICE LURPHX 
CLARENCE MUSS 
IRVING PICHEL 
LUCIAN PRIVAL 
LOUISE PLAINER 
PAUL ROBESON 
GALE S0NDEP.GAA5D 
ART SMITH 
LIONEL SLANDER 
FRANCHGT TONE 
ORSON 7-SLLS3 






A. F. of L. LOCAL UNIONS NOT MENTIONED HERETOFORE 


Source 3-D has statedfthit the following sixteen unions 
which have not heretofore been mentioned in this report are A.F. of L. unions 
and should be mentioned here in order that all unions in the motion picture 
s industiy may be accounted fop. He has stated that of this number nine form 
“'Ifr-part of the I.A.T.S.E. group affiliated with the A.F. of L. through the 
national organization of the I.A.T.S.E* They are the followings 


AFFILIATED PROPERTY CRAFTSMEN LOCAL 44. 
INTEL! IATICNAL PHOTOGRAPHERS LOCAL 659. 
INTERNATIONAL SOUND TECHNICIANS LOCAL 695. 
MAKEUP ARTISTS LOCAL 706. 

MOTION PICTURE COSTUMERS LOCAL 705. 

tr _ 

MOTION PICTURE SET ELECTRICIANS LXALV^. 




) 


140TICN PICTURE STUDIO GRIPS LOCAL 80. 

VDTIQN PICTURE STUDIO PROJECTIONISTS NO. 165* 

STUDIO LABORATORY AND UTILITY r ©RKSRS LOCAL 727. 

Source has stated that the following A.F. of L. local unions 
are not a part of the I.A.-T.S.E. group but are affiliated with the A.F. of L. 


through their various international bosses: 

Local Approx. Nambershi 

STUDIO DRIVERS (TEAi-ISTETS) LOCAL 399 1,000 

STUDIO PLASTERERS LOCAL 755 550 

STUDIO CARPENTERS LOCAL 946 2,200 

STUDIO UTILITY WORKERS LOCAL 724 1,600 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS LOCAL 47 500 

HJTEPalATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL VDRKERS 

LOCAL NO. 40 1,300 



BUILDING S3H VICE UORKHRS LOCAL 99 


500 


[Source has stated in the above-named unions it cannot be 
said that there is any large amount of Communist infiltration. A campaign for 

t s purpose has been carried on for the past five or six years but hae not 
n successful. He hae further stated that in no one of t hese unions has any 
the officers been won over to the Communists cause; however, among the ma»- 
ship of some of these unions Communist# and their sympathizers had been ac- 
tive prior to June 22, 1941, th-; date on which HITTER attacked STALIN. Since 
that time, however, he states that Communist Party instructions have been that 
there ie to be unity with the A.F. of L. and that no serious attempte should 
be made to capture official position* in thoee unions. He etated, however, 
that this doee not mean that they have dropped their activity; in fact it has 
been intensified but it hae been turned in numeroue directions. He stated 


that the purpose now is to utilize the present structure of these unione and 
influence the membership to support euch extra-union activities ae aid to ( 
Ruesia, resolution for a second front, independence of India, support for the] 
various projects put out by the Communist® such as nurseriee for the ch il d r en 
of war workers, labor management conanitteee and all war activities determined 
by the position of the Communist Party line toward the Soviet jrfhion.^J . 
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AJTIllATm FR3P5RTT CRAFTSIEN HD. 


fl.A.T.S.S. Affiliate) 



So urc* 3-S has advised that non* of tha officers of this 
union are Communists or fallow travellers and for that raason Sana are not 
being listed* 

Source 3-S, however* has stated that tha following m sabers 
of tills union arc listed as Coonunietss FHH1 KAiSHSLL, Communist Farty none 
F OAKES, and IRTIN P. HBJTSCKELL, whose Communist Party name ie JOHN F. 
ILTJES. It will be noted that HEUTSCHELL has been mentioned heretofore in 
Exhibit No* 1 and Exhibit No. 2 in tha correspondence between JEFF KIBHS and 
IwV HULSOIi ana <-ther officials of the Communist Party in connection with their 
activities at the 31th Annual Convention of the I.A.T.5.E. held at Cleveland* 
Ohio, June 6-9* 1933* in which ROT HUDSON questioned tha loyalty and ability 
of KZIiTSCHELL. 


HUGH P. MASON . Source 3-2 has stated that MASON was regis- 
tered for voting purposes as a Connunist in 1936* It has also appeared at the 
JACK TZZnCT Legislative Committee testimony that NASON attended the Connuinist 
Party fraction meetings end that Cocmunist Party meetings were held in his home. 

Source 3-E has etateo that the following ambers of Local 
Fo* m have been listed by tha officials of the union as having carried on and 
supported Communist propaganda at union meetings i 


KARHT CH3RNIN 
OTT.I.TAH rmZFROD 
LOUIS HAZET 
JOHN C. PELTON 
RCT ff. VICKET 


TTILLIAi: U. DOUGLAS 
ARTHUR FRIEDSON 
ROBERT A1ES . 

HURET PASCH 
GEQRC2S HADES 


DlTERKATILKAl PHOTOGRAPHERS LOCAL NO* 6j 

nth A. F. of L, 


[I.A.T.S.E. affiliated 


Source 3-F has stated with reepect to the possible Cocaiuiv- 
iat infiltration into the International Photographers that there has been no 
nfiltration of fcrvmnists into the officials of this group. He stated the 
nly member of this group who seems to have Cotaa uniat connections is JAiSS HOMO 
GTS, a Chinaman* Ke stated that HOHE was a ■ ember of the Notion Picture Co-r 
oerative Buyere Guild and that he was a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
*sague and it is considered that he hae been very sympathetic to the Communist 
cause but it is not known definitely that he has ever been a member* 
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HfTERKATIQNAL SOUND TECHNIC IAfB LOCAL 695 (I.A.T.S.B. affiliated 

With U, of 


Los 


{Sou rce 3-G has inf oraedj) flie Los Angela e Bureau office that 
there is no evidence that there ie any Cotzmuniet infiltration into this union 
to euch an extant ae to have any influence whatever on the union's activity as 
a body. Source has stated, however, that H/LROTP SUI 'rH , the business agent of 
this union, has been identified as consorting with Comunist elements in Holly- 
wood. He further stated that SMITH was voted for office at the Labor Rational 
Convention of the I.A.T.S.E. at Colunbue, Ohio in June, 1942 and was part of 
what was termed the Comstunist bloc fjsmriWaywood. He was a delegate from his 
union to Labors Unity for Victory, a Coacunist front meeting held in the Los 
Angelas Central Labor Council Hall, September 14, 1942. 

Source stated that SMITH is not what would be callsd a 
stable man by the Coaauniets. He uses them and they use hia for certain pur- 
poses but it can be said that the Communists do not control him. 

Source further stated that the other officers of this 
union have not been implicated' in Communist activities and union as e body has 
not supported Communist proposals which follow the Communist Party lino* 


h, 




/ 


IV MAKE UP ARTISTS LOCAL WO. 706 (I.A.T.S.E. Affiliated 

' Kith A. F. of L 

— XsM 

rS ource 3~R has reporteajthat the aemberehip of this union 
is eanparatlvely small and is made up of old time actors* and for that reaseto 
any CcMunist activities have fallen on barren ground. He stated that the only 
member of this union who is e fellow traveller is RAHIQND LDPEZ. Hs stated- > 
that LOPEZ was e mmaber of the Communist Party and~~ Sttl »r~lfl^ the M.P.W.I.U* 
mentioned heretofore and for some seven or eight years has carried on f* rani in 
iet propaganda and has been Identified with Communist front organisations* Hs 
further stated that LOPS is e man of little force -and does not .have the ability 
to influence anyone. 


MOTION PICTURE COSTUMERS LOCAL NO. 705 (I.A.T.S.E . 

AFFILIATED WITH A.F. OF L. . 

L&M 

— [Source >-I has stated) t has j. C. E3MAHDS is the business 
agent of this union. He has stated that EDWARDS ie not eCoSnuhist nor e 
sympathiser with Cmwinnl, am| that this union has an approximate membership of 
600, which is composed principally of persons of foreign extraction's*^ mm 
can be found in the garment industry. Source has stated that wt^Ujpk hi! ten- 


dency of these types is to lean toward the left, the fact that tmey are ex 
ceedingly well paid in the motion picture industry overrideadjfcsnpletely any 
political viewpoint they slight deeire to adopt. 
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MOTION PICTURE 3 ST ELECTRICIANS LOCAL HO. 728 
( I.A.T.S.E. affiliated with A.F. of L«) 


comdsffai 




^Source 3-J has infonaed^tha£ the officers of this union 
appear to have no cocmuniat connections; however he has stated that among the 
membership thera has been socb who have bsan active. The following individuals 
have been reported as having supported the U.S ,T.G. and tha Communist program 
to take over the Hollywood Studio Unions; 


JbKtti (J.N.) FATKIM . Source has statsd that F ATKIN is an 
electrician who is on call to the various studios when needed. Ha stated that 
FATKIN supports all proposals advanced in the interest of ths Communist Party 
line at all meetings of the union* / v 

ROY H. RICE * /_Source 3-J has state^) that RICE is a steward 
in the union and that he is on call as a set electrician; that it is reported 
that he is an as so data of FATKIN in following the Communist Party line in all 
union meetings. 


Sourcs has statsd that MIKE ELLISON, BILL CORSUAN and 
GEORGS KATZLLAN, members of this union, have cooperated with FATKIN and RICE 
at all times in following the Communist Party lin^*^ 

ource 3-J further statad^tlhat within the last few months 
there has devsloped an internal situation within this union which may result 
in this membership group going over to tbe Conference of Studio Unions domin- 
ated by Communist influence under the leadership of HERBERT K. SORRELL. He 
further stated that PAT CASEY, the Labor Relations Man between ths studios and 
tbe unions, is in favor of lining up with the Conference of Studio Unions. Ha 
stated, however, that GUY RUSHING, the secretary of this union, is opposed to 
any Communist infiltration, but the business agent, A. J. MORAN, seems to favor 
collaboration with Communist controlled unions at tha studios. “ He stated, how^ 
ever, that it cannot be stated that MORAN is a Communist but at tlmss he has 
bsen known to sympathize with Communist programs and has advocated following 
soma activities which are a part of the Communist Party lina* 

^Source 3-J has stated) that 'tha following parties who are 
members and not officers of thie union are known to have Coamunist sympathises 


JOEL KRONISH 
FRED HOURS CHELL 
GEORGE MEROHOFF 

WILLIAM KANE" 

GEORGE DAVIS 
WILIXiULDORSMAN 
^ j33 HARPE R 

- JfESBTKtkaENHr^ ’ - •• 

* , -y 



HERMAN LIPNEf 
WILLIAM SHARK 

CHARLES GUTHRIE ~ 

GEORGE KATZMAN / fi( / 
RICHARD LIVINGSTON^ y 

T. V. SHEFFIEU) V 

H. C. JUlff 
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MOTION PICTURE STUDIO GRIPS LOCAL NO, 30 (I.A.T.S.E . 
Affiliated with A. F. of lT 


sd^e^Loa 


Angeles Bureau Office 


([Source 3-K has informed) 
that none of the officials of thie union have any Communist connections. He 
further stated that the whole union is patriotically opposed to all Communist 
influence. 


• - - MOTION PICTURE PROJECTIONISTS LOCAL NO. 165 (I.A.T.S.E . 

Affiliated with A. F. of L . 

[Source 3-L has informed Agent that this local is a (nail 
group with only about 200 to 250 members. He stated that the officers are 
free from Conmuniet connections. He further stated that there is one member, 
EDWARD LEVEGUE, who is a member of the Communist Party under the name of HER- 
BERT FORD. He stated that LEVSCRJE was a member of the 1LP.W.I.U. in 1934 and 
1935 and at that time was very sympathetic to Communism and later joined the 
Communist Party and has informed that he retains his member chip in the Commun- 
ist Party^^\\x') 


LABORERS AND UTILITY WORKERS LOCAL TO. 723 (I.A.T.S.E . 

Affiliated with A, F. of L . 

(Jlource 3-M has infomeajAgent that this union is one of 
the I.A.T.S.E. group and that at one time this union had jurisdiction over 
utility workers and laborers in the studios, but within the last few years 
another union, the Studio Utility Qaployeee Ho, 727, affiliated with the In- 
ternational Hod Carriers, Building and Common Laborers Union Of America, af- 
filiated with A. F. of L. , hae taken over most of this type of workers, which 
has left this union with only about 250 to 300 members. He stated that as a 
result there is no Comnunist activity in the union at all as it is expected 
that sooner or later this union will voluntarily go out of existence. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF KU3ICIANS LOCAL NO. U7 

^Source 3-N has reporteajto*^ the Los Angeles Bureau Office 
that this union is an affiliate of the American Federation of Labor and 
represents all organized musicians in the Los Angeles section as the bargain- 
ing agency. He stated that this union is not strictly a Hollywood union but 
it aoes encompass all musicians who work in the studios in Hollywood. 

/[jSource 3-N state^tiiab tile officers of this union at the 
present tlao are the following: J. X. (SPIKE) WALLACE, is the Presidf 
business, representative. 

« ■ 

JOHN G3DEN - Vice-President ' 


Q,\ 





FRANK B. PENDLETON — Recording Secretary 


» ft? 



A L C. MYERS • 

JOHN II. BOYD 
H. C. GREEN 
RICHARD DICKERSON 

ZARHN bICKPOHD 
JACK BAPTISTE 
ART GIMDLER 
MAURI H. PAUL 
GEORGE H. SIHTH 


Financial Secretary 
Trustee w — — 

Trustee 
Trustee 

Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 


The officers are also Members of the Board of Directors, 

£ Source 3-N statedphat this union is one of the largest 
groups of the A.F. of L. in southern California, having a paid up membership 
of approximately 8,000. He further stated that although this organization has 
a clausa in its constitution which demands expulsion from the union of any mem- 
ber or members who are Communists, who advocate Comm um an or any other subver- 
sive doctrines, or who engage in subversive propaganda, the union as a body 
has cooperated with known Communist groups in the lbs Angeles locality. 


Source further stated that the Musicians Local No. 47 
from about 1937 to 1940 was conducted in a conservative manner; that JACK 
TENNEY was President of the union during that time. He stated that the union 
has a hall at 1417 Georgia Street, which is owned by the union. He further 
stated that TENNEY was elected to the California State Legislature in 1938 
and hs afterward became a member of the Sam Yorty Assembly Investigating Com- 
mittee and in 1941 TENNEY succeeded YORTY in the committee which was after- 
wards known as the Tenney Legislative Investigating Committee and was also 
known as the Anti-Subversive Committee of the California State Legislature. 


Source stated that TENNEY ceased to be ths President of 
the union in 1940 and J. K. *.7ALLACE wasjalected to succeed him. He further 
-Jfftated that after TENNEY went out of office as President, WALLACE, SAM AIBERTS 
MISCHA ALTMAN, HENRY ALBERTI, and a man by the name of BAH became active in 


the union; that ALBERTI, ALTMAN and BAN have been identified as members of the 
Communist Party up until 1940. He stated that prior to that time ALBERTS waa 
not known as a Communist Party member but was considered a fellow traveller. 


rY 






^Source 3-N has further stated] that the Commmist line 
activities of this union are expressed through its President, J. K. TAUJU3 
who sits in ths forefront to support the Conference of Studio Unions, 
completely Communist controlled and under the leadership of HERBERT 
KELL, a well known Communist. He further stated that ths union 
resolution about October 1, 1942 demanding the opening of a second front. 

He further stated that WALLACE as a delegate to Labors Unity >6 r 7i 
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lions, which id 
BERT E. SCR- (. 
passed a 
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Comoittee, a Communist dominated group, Trent on record as saying that his 
union had gpne on record as supporting the Coomittse for the Care of Children 
in Wartime, a Communist sponsored group. He further stated that as an indi- 
vidual WALLACE’S name appears on a pamphlet written by DALTON TRIJMBO, a well 
known Communist writer in Hollywood, as a sponsor. He further explained that 
this pamphlet was a protest against ths deportation of HARRY BRIDGES. He fur- 
ther stated that WALLACE, speaking for this union, has led the attack on ths 
activities, of the Anti-Subvereive Committee and JACK TENNEY personally. 

(TENNEY was elected to the State Senate in the November, 1942 election.) 

{^Source 3-N further statemtnat WALLACE and this union take 
credit for the establishment of the Hollywood Canteen, which behind the scenes 
is controlled by a group of Communists and fellow travellers in Hollywood. Hs 
stated that this canteen furnished entertainment and refreshments for the armed 
forces without charge. He further stated that the general impression is that 
WALLACE is not a Communist Party member but he sponsors Communist activities 
anri is a close associate of HERBERT K. SORRELL and has made statements for his 
union that it will support demands mads by SORRELL and his Conference of Studio 
Unions in any demands that they will make on the motion picture industry* 


STUDIO DRIVERS LOCAL RIMER 399 

^Source XMias s tate cT^that ^the re hae been an intensive 
campaign carried on by the Communists to penetrate and overtake this union, 
a campaign which was led by known Communists, fellow travellers and sympat- 
hizers. This local union was considered by them to be a key union in that 
roup of A.F. of L. locals not a part of the I.A.T.S.E. bloc. In this they 
ire correct for ths reason that if they could succeed in capturing this group 
i would provide an important wedge to penetrate the teamsters group on the 
est coast. 


The campaign reached its height In 1941. At this time 
^he heads of the union, Ur. JOSEPH TUOHI,. Business Rspreeentative, and RALPH 
tSilES, Secretary, who, with all other officials of the union, are opposed 
to radical activities, succeeded in expelling two' of the Communist leaders 
from the union on charges of Communism. The two leaders were GENE BRADY 
and BEN BUBUAN, whose record appeare in the files of the Los Angeles Bureau 
office. 


These expulsions tended to stop activity and at the 
-*esent time it is of little importance, although there is a sizeable group 
Communists and fellow travellers in the union. However, they are strictly, 
— dercover and give little trouble. 
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Their names are: 

^L. J. McCOEinCK 

(Husband of LARUE McCORSUCK) 
ROY McKEAN 
AL CAYA 

STANLEY FARMER . 

HARKT ALLISON— 

JOHN STRONG 
HARRY STONE— 

VERNE SPERRY 
JACK GANNON 
GGILIS CEEHN 
ADRIAN BEALL 
CHAPU3S TESI 
L. D. SAMPSOf 

(source 






LEON SILVER 
FRANK TALBOT 
FLOYD PRATT 
FRANK COLLIER 
•.VILSY HILL 
JAMES DeSHOM " - 

CECIL BEAVER 
GEORGE COLEMAN 
(Correct name ITYMLE SDKIMAN) 
VINCENT LARSEN 
JACK MESSIER 
HARRY STERNBERG 
SOL GOILBERG 



information about these me»- 
of the union. He stated that 


3-0 has collected' 
bers himself, personally, through other membl 
they were active in the U.3.T.G. in 1939; that they supported the Motion Pic- 
ture Democratic Committee, which was a Communist front organization. He 
3tatea that they also objected to the expulsion from the union of BEN BUDMAU 
and GENE BRADY because of their Communist activities. The expulsion was made 
by a vote in an open hearing of the union. AL CAYA acted as the spokesman at 
the first hearing. At the second hearing, which took place in 1941 , BRADY and 
BUD! 1AM sought the advice of GEORGE SHIBLEY, an attorney at Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia who has been involved In Communist activities and is a member of the 
Lawyers Guild and whose practice is confined to individuals and organizations 
of a Communist viewpoint and the men mentioned above voted against expulsion* 
They did not support the American Peace Mobilization or other fronts outside 
their labor union. 


' • STUDIO PLASTERERS IOCAL NUMBER 755 

r- 

^Sotxce 3— P has statedjthat this union is one of the con- 
servative bloc of unions. BEN MARTINEZ is the business representative of the 
u>iion and has been cooperative in combating Communist activity in the Holly- 
wood unions. . 

/^Source 3-P has statedjthat there are no Communist activi- 
ties in this union of any consequence; that the membership is limited and it 
!.s not one of the larger key unions; that the membership is approximately 400. 


- 86 - 




Source 3-P further stated ihat the only member© of the 
union who hew shown Communist tendencies aresisM U-) 

Ipudolph PAHDUCCI \ / 

/ HEHHT GRSUT33T \ (f I (<^J 
/ HAEOLD F. Y/ILSON 

He further stated that their activities have been confined 
to conversations with their own union members. He further stated that this 
union's membership is composed of Italians largely and that the work which they 
do is ornamental plaster cast workji/ 


STUDIO CARP3NTEH5 LOCAL HUMBER 946 



/jSource 3-Q informed^ AfeeAi that this union is apparently 
free of any outwara Communist activities. He stated that it is an old line 
group, the members of which are for the most part men identified with the pic- 
ture induetry for many years. He further stated that the membership of this 
union tended to lean toward the conservative side. He also stated that it had 
been reported that there had been some Communist agitation in the past but at 
the present time it does not show. He stated that the officers of the union 
are in no way involved in radical activity of any kind; however their position 
is one of neutrality toward Communist activity. / . 

/Source 3-Q further stated) that at a meeting of thie union 
in June, 1941 of various conservative heads of Hollywood unions to combat Com- 
munist activity the representatives of this group would not cooperate. Attempts 
were later made to get their representatives to do so but without results. He 
further stated that the membership of thie union is approximately 2,200 and that 
the position which the officers took on the situation with respect to Communists 
was one of aloofness, contending that there was no problem within the organiza- 
tion they represented. 




STUDIO UTILITY EMPLOYEES LOCAL MO. 724 


^Source 3-R informed^^erJt that the membership of this union 
ie approximately 1,600 and that there ie no serioue attempt by the Comnunist 
element to penetrate this group. Attempts have been made in the paet but such 
attempts were entirely unsuccessful. 

Source hae stated that the officials of the union are in 
no way implicated in any radical activity; in fact it is one of the organisa- 
tions in the Hollywood industry that has been aware of what has been going on 
and hae consistently taken step© to prevent any Communist activity within the A 
ranks of the membership. * ' y 
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In addition to the conservative poeition of the 
officials another factor operates to prevent Communist activity. And that 
is that the membership is composed of common laborers who drift in and out 
of the union. There 13 a large turnover in membership and as a consequence 
it is impossible for the Communlet elements to concentrate on the members to 
build up a permanent faction. 

The off iciale of the union, particularly I£W HEIM, Busi- 
ness Representative, and H. C. RQHRBACH, JR., Secretary, have cooperated with 
other conservative union leaders in Hollywood unions to put down, or prevent 
Communist activity in the unions. 


HoirrrooD unions free of communist partt influence 

[source 3-S has etated^tihlt {he following motion picture 
unions in Hollywood, California, have, so far as he has been able to ascertain, 
remained entirely free of Communist Party influence. They are the followings 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL VERKERS, 

A.F. of L. LOCAL 40, Approximately 900 members 

BUHJDING SERVICE XHKSRS NO. 99, A.F. of L., 
approximately 500 membere 

SCOUT? OF NOTION PICTURE INTERIOR DECORATORS, 

MDEPE.NDENT - approximately 250 members 

MOTION PICTURE HAIR STfLISTS GUILD - Independent 
approximately 250 members 

ARTISTS MANAGERS GUILD - Independent - approximately 
100 raeohere 

SCRIPT CLERKS GUILD.- Independent - approximately 
250 members * 


UNIT MANAGERS GUILD — Independent - approximately 100 

FIRST AID MSN AND ’/OMENS UNION - Independent - approxi- 
mate 150 membere 

SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE FILM EDITORS - Independent 
approximately 650 membere 

^ -fa VA 

LSource 3-S statedjthalr two of the above nsaed A.F. of L. 
.B.E.YJ. Local No. 40 which fiaa about 900 membere, an*^ the Building 
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Service Vforkers No. 99 with an approximate membership of about 500, have not 
shown any activity along Communist lines as organizations. The officials of 
these unions nave not been identified with any form of Communist activity 
to hi 3 knowledge. vj 

f'i Source 3-S further statag that the seven independent 
unions named are .«pnali groups loosely organized and have not joined with any 
other unions in any activity of any sort so far as communism is concerned. 
Hebetated that they function as small independent groups in efforts to better 
their working conditions. He further stated that these unions could not be 
considered key groups and it therefore appears that there has not been inten- 
sive concentration on them by the Communist Party. It has always been a con- 
tention of the Communist element in Hollywood that if they could get control 
of the key unions, particularly those which are a part of the Conference of 
Studio Unions and several other I.A.T.S.E. locals, not yet a part of the lat- 
ter group, they would have the situation well in hand, and then could force 
the remainder of the unions to fall in line with their wishes. 


(SNSRAL SUMMARY 

OF THE LABOR UNION SITUATION IN THE HOLLTPOD 
MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY ~ 

^ 

[Source 3-T has assisted) in summing up the labor union sit- 
uation ae it existsin Hollywood and has pointed out the various efforts which 
have been made by the Communists and the Communist Party to get control of 
the various unions and guilds, and has gone a little farther and has shown the 
way in which the motion picture guilds and unions have endeavored to follow 
the Communist Party line which he has stated has been ''without deviation'** 

He has further pointed out that while the motion picture unions and guilds are 
at the present time on the surface at least for an all out war effort, that 
one who is familiar with their tactics can readily see that the Comaunist 
Party at the present time is losing no opportunity to further the interests 
of the Communist Party at the present _time. 


This summary is as follows » 


"In its attempt to take over and control the motion pic- 
ture industry in Hollywood, plans for wnich were laid down about twelve 
years ago, the Communist Party has consistently pursued policies and 
methods which were adjusted to different group interests and which varied 
in application according to the different changes in the party line of 
the Communist International (Comintern). 








( 
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”In Hollywood there were two main lines of procedure; 
one for influencing the so-called cultural groups, writers, actors, 
artists, directors, etc., and another for penetration and the captur- 
ing control of the studio trade unions. Tactice used were not the 
same, although there was under cover coordination of all communist 
interests and controlled groups. 

_ _ "As hae been shown heretofore, the initial attempt to 

enter the trade union field in the motion picture industry was the 
formation of the Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union. This union, 
although not affiliated with the Trade Union Unity League (T.U.U.L. ), 
was set up along the same lines of that basic communist organization 
and had the same object in view. 

"At the time of the formation of the il. P.17.1. U. in 1934 
the line of the Communist Party v."ae to form independent unions, mould 
them into revolutionary unions and work for the eventual overthrow of 
capitalist democracy by means of violent revolution. 

"This line of the Communist Party is clearly laid down 
in THE COMMUNIST, the official monthly organ of the Communist Party of 
the United States for June 1930, at Page 509, where it is stated:- 

*VJe should keep in mind that the Party has also at 
its disposal other organizations, schools of the 
class struggle, scnools of Communist strategy and 
tactics, .where it can and in fact should recruit 
workers by the thousands who are insufficiently pr^* 
pared, and in need of preliminary schooling. Such 
are, first ox aul, the revolutionary trade unions. ' 

Again, on page 512 it etated: 


'The TUUX is an independent leader in the economic . 
struggles of the working class. It is an uncompromis- 
ing foe of the A.F. of L. Its task is to mobilize the 
masses, win them to its side, embrace them organiza- 
tionally within its own folds and to destroy the A.F. 
of L. * 


"This was the first method of penetration of the Holly- 
wood motion picture industry by way of the Motion Picture Workers Ii>» 
duetrial Union which was completely Communist dominated and which fol- 
lowed the Communist Party line implicitly. 
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"At the Seventh Vforld Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national held in Moscow July 25th to August 20th, 1935, at which Congresa 
EARL BROWDER. was one of the delegates from the United States, a decision 
was made to alter the methods and tactics of the world Communist movement* 
Tftiat was called at that time the ’United Front’, later called the ’Popular 
Front', was set up* All the various Communist parties throughout the 
world were ordered to conform and change their methods and tactics, 

"In the trade union field this united front tactic called -■ 
for the abandonment of revolutionary tactics, substituting therefor the 
coring-froa-within process whereby all Communists were to join and work 
within the then existing trade unions, which meant in the United States 
the American Federation of Labor. They were to try and capture the lead- 
ership and key positions in the unions and bend the organizations over 
to the Communist Party line which had now become 'support of bourgeois 
dmsocracy, opposition to fascism, etc.'. This change in the Communist 
Party line was determined by the foreign policy of the Soviet union which 
was thee advocating 'collective security' against the tendency toward 
fascism* 


"This line for action of Comnunlste in trade unions was 
laid down by GEORGE DUQTRQF, head of the Communist International, at 
this Congress as follows: 


’Hence, the main task of the Communist Parties of the 
Vfest at the present time is to develop the campaign 

X* .2 ... j A* - •_ ~w.4p *r ^ U**.' . . 44 

lur tuia.OjT’ JU* Wic ti auv uilxwu iuu e audu auu uv j-v 

to its consummation; to see to it that all Communists, 
without exception, join the trade unions, there to 
work systematically and patiently to strengthen the 
solidarity of the working class in its fi^vt against 
capital, and thus attain the conditions that will 
enable the Communist Parties to rely upon the trade 
unions*' (Report "Of DnerTROF to Seventh World Con- 
gress - Page 44) 


"EARL BROWDER, on his return to the United States from 
this Congress, repeated this formula at the Novaaber (1935) Plenum of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States, as 
follows! 


'The Seventh World Congress formulated a new tactical 
line because new conditions have arisen, not because 
the old line was wrong. The Cotaaunists are Marxists, 
Leninists and Stalinists. We adopt such tactics as 
bast suit the concrete conditions. We will adopt new 
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tactics Ag ain wnen changing conditions 
What Communists do not change, of course, is their 

strategic aim the proletarian revolution and social- v y 

1mi~ Naturally, the Seventh World Congrees made no 
change in that at all* On the contrary, it equipped 
the working class vanguard with such a tactics! line 
as will enable them to fight most effectively for 'this 
aim in the present world conditions.' 

(SRCV.DSH’S report - Page 6) 




"Then, respecting the trade union situation, specifically, 
BROWDER had this to report: 

'Our party faces a great responsibility in the pre- 
sent trace union situation... ......... in order more 

fully to carry through this role, we must complete 
the organization of the unorganized Communists, those 
who are eligible but have not yet joined the trade 
unions. Alx party organizations must consider it 
one of their tasks to bring the Communists into the 
organized trade union movement.' 

(Pages 53-54, BROWDER Report) 


~>f._ 


"As a result of this decision of the Seventh World Con- 
gress held in Moscow, Russia, and the subsequent report of EARL 3R07JDER 
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States, 
the Motion Picture 'Workers Industrial Union of Hollywood, a revolutionary 
trade union, was quietly die solved in February, 1936, and all Conmunist 
Party members, fellow travellers and sympathizers obediently went over 
and joined the then existing A.F. of L. unions in the Hollywood motion 
picture induetry and began to work according to instructions based upon 
the Moscow decisions. 


"Then followed the various maneuverings heretofore de- 
scribed the formation of such groups as Conference of Motion Picture 

Arts and Crafts (CQMPAC), United Studio Technicians Guild (USTG), 
Conference of Studio Unions, and a host of smaller groupings, all of 
which wae determined by the Communist Party line. 


"During this period and up to the signing of the STALIN- . 
HITLER pact on August 23, 1939, the Communist Party made tremendous d 
strides both in capturing unions and gaining influence all through the y 
motion picture industry. Concealing their identity by pretending sup- 
port of democracy, registering politically as members erf. the Democratic 
party, and carrying out the Trojan horse tactics of 

national, their influence spread among the rank and file •ewi\h©(PwAfc / 
unions. 
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"However, with the announcement of the STALIil-HITLSR 
pact there was a lull in the progress* For the duration of that 
pact, August 23, 1939 to June 22, 1941, the Communists confined their 
operations in the unions mainly to collective bargaining for the mem- 
bers, dropping the outward Communist political agitation almost com- 
pletely* Politically, they were in very bad odor. But however, this 
bad odor affected them politically they retained their hold on the un- 
ion groups because the Hollywood motion picture producers, through 
their labor representative, ?AT CASEY, favored the Communist controlled 
unions* This enhanced the prestige of the Communist controlled leader- 
ship ■virich was thereby enabled to hold on during that rough period, 

"The change in the Communist Party line that came with 
this signing of the STALIN-KITLER pact on August 23> 1939, a change 
which demanded that Communiete abandon support of democracy as exempli- 
fied by the Popular Front, and work for isolation, oppose national de- 
fense, conscription, Lease-Lend aid to Britain, in effect give aid and 
comfort as far as possible to Nazi Germany and the Axis powers, was fol- 
lowed by the Communist controlled Hollywood unions cautiously* They took 
the then Ccramunist position that it was an imperialist war and America 
should have none of it. But this line was followed in a very cloudy and 
ambiguous manner. However, some of the unions went so far as to support 
the American Peace Mobilization. 




"In the main, however, such support was an individual 
matter with some of the leaders of the Communist persuasion within the 
unions* But it was very limited for the reason that it is an important 
part of Communist strategy that Communist union leaders must always be 
protected from exposure* They are instructed to confine their activi- 
ties mainly to their union affairs, particularly during a period when 
the party is under such fire ae it was during the period of the HITLER- 
5T AIIK pact. The party line wae carried more openly at this time by the 
cultural groups, and "front" organizations with which many of the Commun- 
ists were working secretly. _ 

"With HITLER'S attack on Russia on June 22, 1941, a new 
period was ushered in. The change in the poeition of Soviet Russia and 
its subsidiary, the Communist International, from one of collaboration 
with the Axis powers to one of antagonism, and the subsequent alliance 
of Russia with Great Britain and the United States was immediately re- 
flected in the union activities of the Hollywood motion picture indus- 
try. 


"From a position of opposition to the war in every 
spect, the Communist controlled groups now sudaenly became violently 
patriotic and began shouting for all-out support of democracy, the war 
national defense, second front, and In favor of everything 
condemned just a few weeke before* This is the situation as 
vails at this time* 
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"And it is on this situation which the Communist Party 
relies to eventually control and dominate the Hollywood studio unions. 
By assuming the garb of ultra patriotism, giving all support to every 
project for national defense and taking part in all efforts to prose- 
cute a successful end to the war, it is outwardly going along with 
the tide. But at the same time it is working feverishly undercover to 
build the party influence, recruit members into its ranks and to take 
“ advantage of every channel and avenue to build membership and influence. 

"In this it, the Communist Party, is following out the 
basic principle of the Seventh V/orld Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national, which 2ARL SRQ’TDER clearly stated in his report on this Con- 
gress given at Madison Square Garden in New York City, on October 3rd, 
1935, when he stated: 


•If, nevertheless, war breaks out, it is their duty 
to work for its speedy termination, and to strive 
with all their might to utilize the economic and po- 
litical crisis produced by the war, to rouse the po- 
litical consciousness of the masses of the people and 
thereby hasten the downfall of capitalist class rule.' 

(BRO/TDDH’S report - Page 7) 

"The tactics pursued by the Communists and fellow travel- 
lers within the Hollywood unions, and the cultural groups as well, are, 
at the present time, not easily distinguishable. Masking their efforts, 
as has been said, behind an all-out war effort, they are ut ilizin g all 
their forces in work among the thousands of workers in all categories. 
Their activities take the form of agitation for the second front, Russian 
relief, sympathy for the Soviet syst«n of government, freedom for India, 
negro equality, defense of HAHHY E RIDGES, pressure to have Communists 
placed on the ’.‘far Manpower Commission, Civilian Defense, Rationing 
3oards, and all government appointed agencies, entertainment of and pro- 
paganda. among the armed forces, etc. etc. All this is part of the Ccumun- 
ist Party line at this time. 


"All attempts to capture leacership and key positions in 
the unions by the usual tactics of slander, innuendo and false accusa- 
tions against the conservative leaders have been temporarily abandoned. 
In their place have teen substituted the program activities mentioned 
above and an approach to these conservative leaders for cooperation with 
the Communist Party line, lfl « \ 
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“In this program the Communists in the unions have the 
f ull est support from the cultural groups, writers, actors, directors 
and the Hollywood “intelligentsia" generally who follow the Communist 
Party line. These latter have great influence and prestige. Of all 
groups in the Hollywood sector these cultural groups are the most sus- 
ceptible to Communist influence. Having greater latitude as theore- 
ticians and artists their necks are generally found to be much farther 
out than those of the Communist trade unionists who are instructed to 
play a much closer game. 

“To summarize the present union situation in Hollywood 
it must be stated that while the campaign to taJ«over the remaining 
unions from the top, not yet under Communist control, has now been 
halted, the foundations lor a future coup by the Cocmunist Perty, its 
fellow travellers and sympathizers is now being laid. Utilizing the 
position and prestige of Soviet Russia in the war effort, the Communist 
Party is building a strong following among all departments of the motion 
picture industry, a feat not particularly difficult at this time due to 
the peculiarities of the industry, its strong racial factors and forei^i 
ties. 

“Due to the war situation the picture may appear confus- 
ing; but it will become somewhat clearer if it is borne in mind that the 
leaders of the Communist International have stated many times with au- 
thority, that 1 support of bourgeois democracy is not a principle ; on the 
contrary, it is only a tactic to be applied under certain conditions.* 
This principle is clearly set forth in the report of RARL 3ROM3ER quoted 
above. 


"The tremendous influence of Hollywood and the motion pic- 
ture on the ways and customs of the people of the United States and the 
world must not be underestimated. The Communist International has under- 
stood this for many years and has been laying plana accordingly. It is 
fully aware of this influence and -for that reason has concentrated on both 
- _ the trade unions and the cultural departments. 

\ 

“On the surface the increasing influence of the Communist 
Party and its fellow travellers is not so apparent, amalgamated as it is 
with the war effort. But behind the scenes this influence is growing and 
has now become 90 strong that it is able to influence the type of picture 
being made, or prevent anything being put into a picture which is consid- 
ered contrary to the Conouni st Party line* 




"Despite all protestations by the Coamuniste and their 
fellow travellers that they now stand for complete support of democratic 
processes, that they are for aul-out support of the war, and despite 
the fact that they now appear in the garb of ardent American patriots, 
they are working furiously behind the scenes to build the party and ite 
influence in order that they may render service to the Soviet Union and 
its foreign policy, even though that policy should lead to direct antag- 
onism to the interests of the goverrment of the United States* 

"This principle is clearly understood by all members of 
the Communist Party and trusted fellow travellers. It was clearly 
stateo by EARL BRQ’IDER in his speech in Uadison Garden, New York City, 
on October 3rd* 1935, quoted above. 

"A statement made by a Communist of some importance in 
the Los .ingel e s section, EUG2I1E UNDER, within the last thirty days, 
to the effect that they expected, within the next five years, to bring 
about the proletarian revolution, is indicative of the party poeition. 


Source 3-T has stated that LINDER hae been a Communist 
Party member since 1934, at which time he attended meetings at Unit J-6, 
Hollywood Sub— section. He further stated that in 1937 LINDIR made a trip 
to Russia in company with one GIBBS, and attorney HE GALLAGHER joined then 
or at least joined LINDER in Europe and toured several countries of Europe 
with LINDER. He stated that on LINDER’S return to the Unitea Statee he de- 
livered a eeriee of lectures on the advantages of the Soviet union and the 
justice of Communism./*^/ /U- j • 

Source further stated that LINDER was the chairman of 
the Saturday Discussion Club, a Communist propaganda forum which holds meet- 
ings in Clifton's Cafeteria on Olive Street in Los Angeles, at the same time 
that he, LINDER, was employed on the Adult Educational Project of the Vforks 
Projects Acxainistration. ' 'yJ) ^ 

ji *~ m ^Source 3-T statee] that LINDER J^aught sociology and eco- 

nomics at the Belmont, Fairfax, and Hollywood high schools in Los Angelee, 
as well as at several so-called discussion clube and open forums and various 
women's clube. 
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Cr.T-pqniTST IIJFILTPJITIGH AMD JQIMTHIST control in ths so-callsd 
CULTURAL, rOLITICAL, PROPAGANDA AND FEO.iT CRGAUIZA^ 

HOIS H; THE 1I0TIQN PICTURE BIDUSTIg IN 
H0LL2X0D 

The first section of this report dealt with the infiltra- 
tion of Communists and Communist influence and control into the labor unions 
and guilds "in the motion picture industry in Hollywood, California. 

This, the second section of this report, fdeals -with the 
control and attempted control by the Communist Party of the U.3.A. under gen- 
eral directives from the Communist Party of the Soviet Union over certain 
groups of directors, writers, actors, actresses and highly paid technicians, 
the so-called intellectuals employed in the motion picture industry in Holly- 
wood. [The purpose of this control is to utilize the motion picture as a po»- 
erful instrument of propaganda and cause the production of pictures which wi ll 
serve the interests of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union throughout the 
world. J 


COMMUNIST CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN HOLLfTPOD 

[Source 3-0, who was a member of the Communist Party in 
Hollywood for a number of years at\doffnp has been very active in Hollyiwod ac- 
tivities for many years, has stateilffmat the Communist cultural entry into 
Hollywood was not a spontaneous movement by certain persons in the industry 
who -,Tere in sympathy with "social causes" and who, living in an artificial 
world of make-believe wished a vicarious thrill by playing at being the 
dreaded revolutionary in real life, on the contrary this program of Communist 
infiltration of the Hollywood motion picture industry with the object of tak- 
ing over and influencing it in the interests of the Communist v.orld revolution, 
wae planned In 1934 and thoss plans were laid far afield from the local scene. 
This is not to say that 3ome of those who later became involved in Communist 
activities among the cultural groups in the industry were not romantic dabblers 
~ - S&rpjhat nae become since about 1936 a sojfl of fad with the intelligentsia of 

the film world, but that group of Communist Party Tjheel horses which has been 
working constantly in the interests of the Communist Party and Communism, is 
in dead earnest, and when properly understood in the light of its place and 
functions as part of a gigantic world Conspiracy, there can be no denial that 
it has been extremely successful. 

In an attempt to measure the progress of Communist activi- 
ties and influence in the motion picture industry, it must be done by keeping 
in mind the role to bs played, which is to influence the mind3 and emotions, 
of the great masses of people of the United States and the r.orld. 
be remembered thst here in the United States alone the motion raL^w^Sroiches 
approximately 85,000,000 people each week, that being the average weekly at- 
tendance. £flhile there has been an immense program of infiltration into the 
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studio labor unions, as has been shown, it is among the intellectuals, par- 
ticularly* the writers, directors, actors and artists, the so-called cultural 
field, where nost progress has been made and where Communist sympathy and 
influence is the strongest and .most far-reaching J and this is only natural, 
for, despite all claims and pretensions that Communism as propagated by the 
world Communist Internationale (Comintern) is a "workers’ movement" and .meant 
to fj*e9 the "toiling masses" from the wage slaver;* of capitalism and its opera- 
tions, in reality this is not true, and never was. The Communists, and all 
radical movements, in fact, are movements led by frustrated and satiated intel- 
lectuals who, under the guise of li.;orating the working classes, seek to set 
themselves up as a privileged class in a new society of which they -will be the 
directing heads. 


The makers of the Russian Revolution in 1917, the model 
for Communists everywhere, -were all intellectuals — they never worked a day in 
their lives at manual labor. This fact is proven further when we see the 
Communist leaders of labor unions here in the United States as intellectuals, 
or striving to be such. The reason for this is that what is called UarxLsm, 
Leninism, and Stalinism — a combination of terras used by Communists everywhere— 
is based on theory*, and that theory calls for intensive intellectual concen- 
tration. It is only from thus basis of reasoning that the Communist activities 
of the highly paid wi-iters, directors, actors and artists, whose salaries in 
many cases amount to thousands cf dollars a week, can ce explained. This atti- 
tude is borne out by the statement of LAURA DURT to the State District Attorney 
in Ins Angeles in 1940 when she stated: 


"TTe attended a housewarming in the none of H2L3J 
C-AHAGEN and LSLVT1I DOUGLAS at which there were a number ofscreen 
people present. Vie complimented Hiss GAHACSI on their home and 
she said, *1 don’t luiow why we put so much money in it because when 
revolution canes we will lose it all, and the revolution is bound 
to come because conditions in this country are so terrible it is in- 
evitable.”’ - 


]lhe initial move of the CommurtLst Internationale to get 
control over international artists, writers and those in the creative fields 
of the arts began about the year 1930. The necessity for this action had long 
been recognized in the Soviet Union as a policy of the state to control the 
minds of the people. But it was not until 1930 that the international struc- 
ture, the Communist Internationale (Comintern) was delegated to make this 
program everywhere throughout the world. It was in this year that the inter- 
national union of revolutionary writers^ which has had such tremendous influ- 
i ence on writers in the United States, held a congress in Kharkov, Russia. 3 
The effects of this congress, attended by delegates froa the United States, 

are apparent right now in Hollywood, [llany of the writers now /employed in 
Hollywood motion picture industry were scnooled in the orgaj^'aiSt^^y*"**''* 4, 
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sprang from this congress, and those writers who were so schooled are still 
carrying on for the Cora/ounist Party as vigorously as ever.J 

[About this sane time, that is in 1930, another organiza- 
tion v/as set up in the Soviet Union. It was called the International Union 
of Revolutionary Theatre . The headquarters were in Ho scow. It likewise was 
the parent oi’ a multitude of su ©-organizations in the United States called 
'TTorkers' Theaters", "Theater Groups", "Little Theater", and others. All of 
these- projects were under the fim control of the Communist Party. ^ 

The president of this international union of revolution- 
ary theatre v/as HZIUEICH TLUllIT, theater director in Russia. Others of 
influence were: 


PEARL ATTACrlVA 
ANATOLI 07JZB0R 
SERGEI ZISSHSTSIIL 
HE'.TT PI3CAT0R 
5ERGI TRETIAKOV 
CRAM ITIAI! 

JAI IZIDA 

\ 

All of the above are Russians and are internationally . 
known in theatrical circles as being authorities on theatre and theatre busi- 
ness. The plans of this group v/ere to s^t up in the United States schools 
of the theater patterned alter those of IZIEEBQLC and STAIilSIAYSKI, Russian 
authorities on the use of one theater as a weapon for revolutionary propaganda. 
Such v/'.re the plans laid down in Moscow, Russia to be sponsored by the Cooraun- 
ist Party in the United States. 

Shortly after this International Union of Revolutionary 
Theatres was set up in P.ussia, there sprang up in the United States in 
the major cities a multitude of so-called "theater groups". There were such 
organizations as: __ 

"Theater of Action"* 

"ARTEF" 

"Theater Collective" 

"Chicago Group Theater" 

"New Theater Players of Hollywood" 

"Negro People Theaters of the South" 

"Rebel Players" 

All of the above groups were under Communist Party control 
and followed the pattern of the "Revolutionary Theater" as above stated. There 
were also set up at the same time the following! 

,..y 


"Film and Photo League 1 " 
'•Workers Dance League" 


These two latter organizations at their inception were 
separated from the theater groups but they also were Communist inspired and 
controlled. 


In April, 1932 the Communist leaders in New York called a 
national theater conference. It was composed of delegates from all of the 
aforementioned groups. At this conference there was created vrhat was call ed 
the IEAGUE OF WORKERS THEATER. This league brought together all groups into 
one- centrally controlled organization and was known as the American section 
of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre. It published a magazine 
called "The Workers 1 Theater". 

In 1934 the name of the League of 'Workers' Theater was 
changed to the M FXf THEATER TEAGUE and the magazine was re-named "New Theater". 
The structure and Communist control remained. It was the 3ame set up under a 
new name. 


Previous to this change in names there had been very little 
attention paid to the Hollywood motion picture industry but now that sound wae 
introduced and the talking motion picture was firmly established which was 
changing the technique of the motion picture to one more adaptable for propa- 
ganda purposes, the Communist Party began an intensive campaign to penetrate 
the industry* 


The consolidation of all of these theater groups into one 
organization with its headquarters in Hew York made it possible to direct all 
activities more efficiently. This supervision of al 1 of these group theater 
activities which were in effect schools for writer, actors, directors, artists, 
etc., many of whom later were employed in Hollywood was successful and as a 
result the initial infiltration In Hollywood was mainly from this source. 



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE NEST THEATER LEAGUE - 1935 

I* 


ANITA BLACK' 
PHILLIP BARBER 
JOHN BOND— . 
BEN 3LAKS 
7ICTCR CUTISR 


TOUT KRABER j/ 

JCifN H07TAEE LAJEON 
WILL LEE 

mark mcm 

ALBERT HALXZ 


HARRY ELION 
^ ALICE EVANS— 
BEN GOIIEN 
ANNE HOVE 
ben mum 

HERBERT INLINE 


LISTON OAK. 

ROBERT Ellis' / 
GEORGE REEtelD / 
AUGUSTUS SLHTH * 


HOLLY DAY 


[THATCHER 


NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 



i 
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STAN LET HERI3HAW 
AL33RT 3EIN 

J. 0. BAILEY 
LORETTO BALLET 

K. BUCHVIALD 


ELIA ICAZAN I' 
ALFRED EEZYMBORG 

melve; p. levy 

WILLIAM E. LEONARD 
ROSE McCIENDON 


MICHAEL BLANKFORT 

BARRETT H. CLARK ' - 

CHERYL CRAWFORD - 
H. L. DANA 
L 'ALTER IRITCHARD EATON 


KAUDCIPH EDCtHGS^ 
JOSEPH FRMMIAN ' ' 



VIRGIL GEXfDES 
MICHAEL GO ID 
HORDES AI GORELIK 
A. T. HO BAN 
LANGSTON HUGHES' 


SAMUEL ORKITZ 
CLIFFORD CADETS 
PAUL PETERS 
PAUL ROBESON 
CONRAD SIIZR 
BENNO SCHNEIDER 
GEORGE SKLAR 
LEE STRASBERG 
PAUL SIFTON ■ 

CLARA SIFTON 
PHILLIP STEVENSON 
■ IEEGH SHIPPER ' 



/ 


I 



Editorial Staff of "New Theater" 


HERBERT T-TT.TMR 
GEORGE RED FIELD 
ELEANOR FLH2NSE 
VICTOR YJOLESQN 
ROBERT 3TEBBINS 
EDNA OCKO 
HEN BLAKE 
DAVID CRYSTAL 


Editor 

Managing Editor 

Assistant Managing Editor 

Drama 

Films 

Dance 

European Editor 
Business Manager 



Associates 


i 


L. BERMAN 
DOROTHY D ANNIN 
STEPHEN FOSTER 
LEO T. HUKUTZ 
JAY liFZLA 
RAY ILL LOW 
JOHN MAIEPSACE 
ILARi: MARVIN ■ 
LOUIS NOHDEN 

norma pjolakd 


MURIEL P.UCKEYSER 
ELIZABETH HUSKEY 
NAT SAUNDERS 

Augustus surm^ 

ROBERT STECK 

i JU.: STERN 
NORMAN STEVENS ~ 
MOLLY DAY THATCHER 
DORIS YANKAURER 
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While the above lists of names represent an sections of 
the Unitec Spates, among them will be found some that are now employed in Holly- 
wood and carrying on activities which are in tune with the Communist Party line. 
They are the following: 

*^ HSP-3SRT KLINE. Director, Communist Party member, associated 
with JOHN STZUJ33CK. Now in Mexico City making a picture. 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON . writer, member of League of American 
'.Trite rs and a Communist Party member. 

w 3tLH5RT HALTL . writer, member of the League of American 
iVr iters and a Communist Party member. 

AIESP-T 3EIN . writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, member of the New Theater League and a fellow traveller. 


MICHAEL BLAUKFG3T. writer, matnber of the League of Ameri- 
can Writers, and a member of the Communist Party, 

’ ^AiJGSTC'N HUGHES, writer, a manber of the League of Ameri- 
can 'Writers and a member of the Communist Party. 

■ ^AMUEL OPJilTZ , writer, member of the League of American 
YJriters, a aonber of the American Peace Mobilisation and mary other front or- 
ganizations, and a member of the Communist Party for many years. 

t /c LIFFORD ODETS , writer, anaaber of the League of American 
Writers, active in the American Peace Mobilization and a member of the Commun- 
ist Party. 


PAUL PETERS, writer, a member of the League of American 
Writers and a fellow traveller. 

* ^PAUL RQ3SSCK. actor and singer. Very active in American 
Peace Mobilization and a member of the Communist Party. 


BLNNO SCHZISIDSR. director, an ardent fellow traveller. 

GSQRGE SIILAR. writer, a member of the League of American 
Writers, very active in American Peace Mobilization and an active member of 
the Communist Party. 


v JAY LSTOA. director, member of the American Peace Mobillza^ 
tion; at the present time directing the picture "Mission to Moscow", and an 
ardent aanber of the Communist Party, 
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Others now in Hollywood connected with the motion picture 
industry who were affiliated with or supported the activities of the Mew Theater 
League, are the following: 


DUPLET NICHDIE, writer and director, member of the League 
of American Writers ana a fellow traveller. 


•/m 


T1QIA BROTHERS SHORE, writer, member of the League of 
ndisrican Writers, and a very active member of the Communist Party. 

MARC BUTZSTrTK, writer and composer, member of the 
League of American Writers, member of tbe American peace Mobilization. 


•'fsSTER 


COLE, writer, member of the League of American 


Writers, member of the American Peace Mobilization and an active member of 
the Communist Party. 

/ 

/LILTIAK KE7JLAN, writer, a meaber of the League of American 
Writers, a member of the American Peace Mobilization, an active member of the 
Communist Party, and the wife of ARTHUR KC3ER. 

ARTHUR KOBER . writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, manber of the American Peace Mobil! zation, a member of the Communist 
Party and the husband of LILLIAN HSIIIIAH. 

I2STSR KOENIG, writer, member of the League of American 
Writers and a fellow traveller. 

Herbert BIBERMAN, director. Ins Angeles director of the 
American Peace Mobilization; picketed the White House until a few days before 
HITLER attacked STAUH on June 22, 1941; a member of the Conraunist Party. 

* / QRSQK WELLES , writer and director, a member of the League 
of American Writers, a member of the American Peace Mobilization; active in 
the HARET BRIDGES defense committee. 

. /IEWIS T-nrra TONE, director and a fellow traveller. 


/ 


HERMAN SHUWTETN, director, manber of the American Peace 


Mobilization and a member of the Communist Party. 

JOHN CROMWELL, director, a fellow traveller. 
y; ! I, UTAH D TITRATE, director, and a member of the Communist 

Gotjnoam 
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u ^RANK TUTTIE, director, a camber of the League of American 
Writers, a maaber of the American Peace Mobilization, and a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 


KING VIDOR » director, fellow traveller who follows the 
Communist Party line ardently. 


-u.ne. 


line. 


J3RTS IVEI'5. director, follower of the Communist Party 
\J PAHS IDK5NTZ, director, a follower of the Communist Party 


5 ^ROMBERG, 


^ J . 33WAP.P BROMBERG, actor, a member of the American Peace 
Mobilization and an ardent member of the Communist Party. 


JOHN GARf i kV 1 n , actor, a . fellow traveller and an ardent 
follower of the Contiunist Party line,. 

MAURICE CARN075KY, actor, a fellow traveller and a follower 
of the Communist Party line. 

ROMAN 3QHNEN. actor; follower of the Communist Party line. 
FRANCES FARHiJt, actress, fellow traveller. 


GAIE S0HD5RGAAHD . actress, member of the American Peace 
Mobilization and a msnber of the Communist Party. 

JOHN V.'"A -J. y . . writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, a teacher in the writers school, and a follov/er of the Communist 
Party line. 


IRWIN SHAW, writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, sponsor of Contemporary Theater, and a follower of the Communist 
Party line. 


FREDERIC MARCH, actor; very active in the Mooney defense 
committee; a member of the Communist Party.. 

FLORENCE KI DREDGE, actress, member of the Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi League and a manber of the Communist Party. 

DOKAU OGDEN STEWART, writer, member 

American Writers and foimer president of that organization.vy^ member the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League; very active member of the American Peace Mobili- 
zation, and a member of the Communist Party. 
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ft Alt IDS CAGUZf , actor; a member of tlie American Peace mobili- 
zation, and a fellow traveller who follows the Communist Party line. 


» 2tl0r!Ri ST.fDZR , actor; menber of the Hollyrood Anti-Hazi 
League, a member of the League for Peace and Deaocracy, and a aemoer of the 
Communist Party. 


in Mexico City. 


ART Sl'ITH. a follower of the Communist Party line; now 


JEAN MUIR , actress; member of the Roll. -wood Anti-Hazi 
League, and follower of the Communist Party line. 


RQU5EN LL'UC'ULXfU' . director; member of the Hollywood Anti- 
1, 'azi League and other fronts and a fellow traveller. 


The above described activity of the Communist Party operat- 
ing through the Lew Theater League and its offshoots is by no means the extent 
of its activity in the Hollywood cultural section. It will be seen in reports 
on separate organizations heretofore made and hereinafter 0 iven, thatithe pej>- 
sons mentioned in connection vfith the few Theater League appear in each and 
every one of tne numerous front organizations ano Communist controlled labor 
unions and groups sponsored by the cultural groups ana labor unions. Instead 
of being a group here ano a ^roup there operating separately, it is an inter- 
locking systemjwith tentacles in every organization, political, cultural, 
front, or labor unions, all activities of which stem from the spearhead, the 
Communist Farty. 


The method of operation, the tactics for infiltration, 
and the general procedure as described abore are basically the same in all of 
the work of the Communist Party, whether _it be in Hollywood, labor unions, 
i£)pnt organizations, local, state or national government, or social groups. 
The’ general line is laid down in Moscow, the national groups carry it out 
through the network where it eventually takes effect in every section of the 
world. The changes in the party line are reflected in the United States 
nationally ana locally with an incredible efficiency. 


As an example of this which v:e have seen the elimination 
of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, the program of which wae one of opposition 
to Raziism, and support of the democratic processes, and the almost immediate 
substitution of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, the program of which 
was just the reverse. This change from one organization to another was deters- . v K 
mined by the foreign policy of the Soviet Union which changed with the consum-- \V J 
nation of the STAUH-HITIZR pact, *u b ust 23, 1939. It will be noted from 
separate reports hereinafter that the same officials of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
League were the same as they were for the Hollywood League for Democratgg*A4»y; 
tion. - - 
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The Hollywood motion picture industry is and has been, as 
it vri.ll be seen, one of the outstanding barometers of change in the Communist 
Party line. 


OOKTBCOPjJff THEATRE. INCORPORATE 
(Communist Front Organization) 

, o~> 

> (Source 3-V, who is f amili ar with the Communist build-up in 

Hollywood has stateilKjiat with the setting up of the NEW THEATRE LEAGUE in 1934, 
and the publication' of its official magazine, the "Hew Theatre”, and the sub- 
sequent creation of the Hollywood Chapter of the LEAGUE OF AEZRICAK 'WRITERS in 
the spring of 1935, the real penetration of the Hollywood motion picture indus- 
try by the communist party began. 



The publication of a series of sensational articles^ dealing 
with certain prominent personages in and out of the picture industry in this 
magazine, "New Theatre”, drew the attention of all Hollywood intellectuals to 
Communist methods and ideology. The most sensational of these articles was one 
, ”The Sacred Cow of Hollywood". This was a vicious, unwarranted and almost ob- 
scene attack on LOUELLA PARSONS, a Hollywood correspondent and columnist. In 
the article she was painted as a, servile hireling of Ur. WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST 
who was then, and st ill is, the bogey man of the American Comnunists. This ar- 
ticle was published in the August, 1935, number of the "New Theater". So sen- 
sational was the article that in some cases copies of the magazine sold fcr as 
much as five dollars. The author of the article which was signed "JOEL FAITH” 
was reported to be one CHARLES (CHUCK) DAGGETT, then a reporter on a theatrical 
trade paper, "Variety”. 


Some few months previously the zirst American Writers Con- 
gress was held in New York City, April 1935. Out of this congress came the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers. At this first congress 
EARL BROWDER, iUCHAEL GOLD and other top Communist functionaries were in atteri- 
joance and practically guided the proceedings. The foregoing events were the 
linitial stimuli that brought about the rush of so many of the Hollywood intel- 
ligentsia to join the ranks of the revolution, as interpreted by the Communist 
Party at that time. His part of the Communist Party program, and under the aus- ■ 
pices of the New Theatre League, there was set up in Hollywood an organization 
called "C0:H3'T0SffiJ THEATRE, INCORPORATED "• J /The headquartere were located at 
2905 Sunset Boulevard. (L/) (\ju) 


vere officially st 


[The aims and purposes of CONTEILPOIAHY THEATRE, INCORPORATED J 
axed as follows in a prospectus dated March 8, 1936: 


"The Contemporary Theatre is building the Hew Theatre 
in Ice Angeles— a theatre with a progressive, artistic ana social out- 
look. It is a non-profit cooperative enterprise of playrrrights, actors, 
technicians and audience. We arefdevoted to the production of the best ■ 
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avaxlaDle plays dealing with the straggles and conflicts of our 
times.'] 

"Wo believe that vital arama and vital theatre must 
meet squarely the ideas and forces that determine human existence. 

"The vigorous theatre of the past interpreted man’s 
stru gg le against fate, the disasters of nature; his efforts to break 
through restricting moral codes. The stage interpreted these forces 
and involved its audience in the struggle to conquer them. 

"Today the theatre faces the tumultuous arama of a 
whole society struggling against the chaos of the world. Today a 
vigorous theatre must dramatize the deep-going conflicts of our times, 
the economic, emotional and cultural problame that confront the ma- 
jority of the people. 

"The Contemporary Theatre is dedicated to such a pur- 
pose. Its plays will speak directly to thie majority whose livee are 
usually ignored or caricatured on the stage. 

"We believe that the powerful sweep of the NEW THEATRE 
movement which is profoundly rooted in the livee and struggles of all 
those who work for wagee, carriee along with it the seed of history in 
the making which is indeed of momentous intereet to every theatre work- 
er and every theatre-goer,* Audiences demand rich, mature and indigenous 
plays of American life, and the Contemporary Theatre in i£a work intends 
to give these to than." 

While the foregoing program announced publicly, taken at 
its face value is rather innocuous and mild, the seme prospectus from which it 
was taken recommended such plays as: 

"PEACE ON EARTH", by GEORGE SKLAR and ALBERT liALTZ, 
which had a run of five weeks In Los Angeles* This 
play is described as a powerful "anti-war drama". 

It was definitely revolutionary in content and fol— 

- ’ lowed the Communist Party line at that time* 

"SAILORS OF CATTARQ", by FREDERICK WOLF. This play 
also was revolutionary ar.^ in one scene portrayed an 
actual uprising. 


"Waiting for Lefty", "Awake and Sing", "Paradise Last", 
and "Until the Day We Die", all by CLIFFORD ODETS. All 
four of these plays ere in the came- category, that of 
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fo Honing the Ccunaunist Party line* They apeak for 
themeelves* 

GEORGS SKLAR, AIDERT HAUZ and CLIFFORD ODETS are all manbers 
of and active in the League of American Write re and have foil owed the Com- 
munist Party line for many years. SKLAR and HALTZ sdgied the call for the 
Fourth Writers Cong re se, which was an endorsement of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization. FREDERICK WOLF ie a foreign revolutionary writer, an Austrian, -• 
and known internationally as a supporter of Coimunist causes. 

The Hollywood sponsors of C ONTEMPORARY THEATRE, INCORPORATED 

were : 

/ DOROTHY PARKER - Writer and Memt^er of the League of American 

Writers, long a fellow traveller 

^HERMAN SHUUUH - Now a Hollywood Director. Formerly a Broadway 

producer. He has long been a close follower 
of the Communist Party and its political line; 
was endorser of the American Peace Mobilization. 

/HERBERT BIBEHMAN-A Hollywood screen director, long identified 
with the Communist movement; was. West Coast 
Director of the American Peace Mobilization, 
and was picketing the VJhite House almost at 
the time HITLER attacked Russia. He is a 
Communist. 

JOHN FORD — Hollywood director* Identified as member of 
the Communist Party in Burt testimony, D.A. 

1940. Follows the Communiet Party line and 
sponsors front organizations. 
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DUDLEY NICHOLS— Member x>f the League of American Writers, 

eigne r of the Fourth Call of the Vfiritere Con- 
gress, which was an endorsement of the Ameri- 
can Peace Mobilization* He has been long a 
fellow traveller* 


KING VIDOR 
SAM SPEWACK 
GHMDR BROWN 



o 



SJUTUEL 325EKBERG - Chairman of Contemporary Theatre, 

Incorporated. He is listed as a short 
story writer and reviewer for various 
magazines, one of which was "hew Thea- 
ter". EISEISZRG is not reported to 
have been connected with the Hollywood 
lfotion Picture Industry at that time, 
but came into the locality from New 
York. 

(Above from Prospectus 3-3-36) 

Other Hollywood motion picture people active in the affairs 


of the organization were: 


r DONAH/ 0GD2J STET/ART- T.'riter; raoaber of the League of 

American Writers and a Communist. 


^ LIONEL STANDEE 
FREDERIC LARCH 


- Actor and a Communist. 

- Actor and a Communist. 


✓ FLORENCE ELDRIDuS - Actress and a Communist Party line 

follower. 


JOHN CRQLDVELL 
/Hi 1ES CACHET 


- Director and a Communist Party line 
follower. 

- Actor and a Communist Party line 
follower. 


LXIS LTT.DSTONE - Director and a Communist. 

JOHN HO’., 'ARE LAVSON- Writer and a member of the League of 
1 American Writers; also a Communist. 


•CLUTOED ODETS 
AP.THUR KOHER 

IRKIK SHAN 

/TRANE 7JTTLE ' 


- V.'riter ; member of League of American 
.Trite rs and a Communist. 

- Writer; member of League of American 
Writers, and a Communist Party line 
follower. 

- ’Vriter; member of League of American 
Uriters and a Comnunist Party line 
follower. 


- Director and a Communist.. 
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JEAN LT?IR 


HERBERT KLINE 


- Actress and a Communist Parto ^ne_ 

follower ^ 'n f r -*" 1 * — 

- Director and a Communist Party line 
follower* 


All of the above are reported. to have attended a meeting 
of the Contemporary Theatre, held at the Hollywood Women’s Club, Holiyirood, 
California, Larch 29, 1936, the minutes of which meeting is reported in full 
in "New Theatre" magazine for May, 1936, page 5* This report contains speeches 
made by various individuals and reveals fully the program and purposes of Con- 
temporary Theatre, Incorporated. 

£pontemporary Theatre, Incorporated, had comparatively a 
short life. This was not because of lack of serious intent or concentration 
on the idea, but rather because it was discovered that a simpler and easier 
way to get Communist propaganda plays before the public was to utilize the 
W.P.A. Federal Theatre Project for the purpose .] The Communist Party had al- 
ready, at this time, succeeded in penetrating €ne Federal Theatre Project to 
a serious extent and consequently here was an opportunity to present party 
line plays under the auspices ana at the expense of the United States Govern- 
ment. 


Besides, HALLIE FLANAGAN, who had been much interested in 
the NEW THEATRE IEAGUE previously, and who had written articles for its maga- 
zine, "New Theatre", was head of the project. Miss FLANAGAN had made several 
trips to Russia; once in 1926 when, on her return to the United States, she 
wrote in glowing terms of the value of the Russian Theatre Technique, in the 
book "Shifting Scenes" which was supposed to be a survey of the art of the 
theater in all European countries, but in which the greater part of the book 
dealt with the Russian theatre* She only spoke in glowing terms of the thea- 
tre but went into ecstasies over the Russian revolution and the way of life 
in that country at that time. Again in 1931 she made a trip to Russia to. at- 
tend the Russian Theatre Festival* 

As a consequence of the Comaunist Party tactic of concen- 
trating on the Federal Theatre Project, Contemporary Theatre, Incorporated 
of Hollywood gradually passed out from lack of 'nourishment — the usual method 
of liquidating a front organization when it is no longer needed* 

But the utilization of the Federal Theatre Project by the 
Communists for propaganda plays eventually brought about the death of the 
Project. An investigation by the Dies Conmittee brought to light Communist 
control of the project In certain localities, particu l a r ly New York. 
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At & series of hearings before this committee in the fall 
of 1938. ana at a later hearing before a sub-committee of the House Committee 
on Acoronriations (Chairman CUTTC-tf .u TCODHUL') in the spring of 1939, before 
which both committees Liss FIATAGAII appeared and denied any Communist inilu- 
ence on the Project, evidence of a conclusive nature was brought out by wit- 
nesses that the contrary 'was true. 

■ ~ ' Hiss FLATAG.U: in 19 hC wrote another booh, "Arena", which 

uealt with the history* and finally the liquidation of tne rroject by an Act 
of Congress on June 3G, 1939. 

as a result of these hearings, and for the reason that 
Communist influence over tho rroject was apparent, the rcdcral Theatre 

Project was abolished by Act of Congress on June 30, 1939. CPollowin^ this 
elimination of the Teoeral Theatre rroject from the ‘Cork rrojocts ucmirnstra- 
tion the sane Hollywood _rouo which was instrumental ^n creating Contemporary 
Theatre, Incorporated, nov; reverted in the fall of 1939 to the previous pro- 
gram of setting up their own "theatre _roups H . This time it was called the 
HGUX.XSCD THEATRE' ALLIAi.'CE.j 


HOl.Ty 'onr: theater -TLUAHCE 
(Com.iuni3t Front organization) 

l Eource J-'7 has stateajthat as part of tne general campaign 
of the Communist Tarty to penetrate and Influence the Hollywood scene, ana to 
use Tol_ywo- -u ana its ^restige as a base of operations, there was ~st up in 
Axil, 1939, a Communist "front 11 organizationpalleo the Hi LIT' ETC 'T BATHE ALLI- 

■,-nr’ 


(This organization followed the usual formula of a Commun- 
ist front.! In its appeal to the public lor support it pursuec the usual policy 
of couching its aims ana purposes in cloudy and misleading statements, of which 
^ the following, taken from the official program, are exampless 


"The world no longer eyes Hollywood as the home of 
movies and symphonies under the stars. On the one hand it sees the 
greatest concentration of literary and artistic talent, and on the 
other, progressive, spirited people bending their energy toward de- 
feating oigotry and upholding the best in 'vaerican tradition. Tow these 
two -roup3 join nancs in an enterprise inevitably determined by their 
outlook and experience — a democratic theatre." 


Again: 


\\°\ 


"A democratic theatre 
it to be usurped for private profit 


is a community function. To permit 
and s e if -exalop lotion is , to aoqalep de 
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to a commerical oictator3hip. And to believe the theatre a reflec- 
tion of the times, yet knowingly to support cowardly, stupid drama is 
to pretena the tines were all f^lly and no aspiration," 



• ■> / 


It v;as on such vague generalized appeal that the Hollywood 
Theatre Alliance was set up in aoril 1939* The pact between ST AT.TM and HTTLSR 
had not yet been consummated and, therefore, this Coramunist "front" followed 
the line of the party at this time, which was support of the "popular front" 
and "collective security" for the defeat of Naziism and Fascism. 

[TJithin a few months after the Hollywood Theatre Alliance 
was created the pact between STALIN and HITLHR was announced, August 23, 1939. 
The effect on the organization was immediately apparent. From a position of 
support for democracy and the "popular front" the organization changed to one 
of isolation, opposition to lend-lease, opposition to the Selective Service 
Act, in fact complete support of the Communist Party line which changed sud- 
denly with the alliance between S TALI A ano HITLZR.J 

As a consequence [the first show, wnich was in the fora of 
a "Revue", that was produceo by the Hollywood Theatre Alliance and which was 
titled "Meet the People", followed the Communist Party line completely. All 
] through the show was sprinkled Communist propaganda. There were sneers for 
i our preparations for national defense, cleverly satirized propaganda aimed at 
; preventing aid to Treat Sri tain, anc in a general sense was potent propaganda 
1 upholding the position of the Communist Party ana its attitude toward the war 
| efibrt at that time.J 

The show was a huge success. A road company was organized 
and toured the country. Results were pointed to by Communists as an example 
of propaganda by way of the theatre. 


After this play had its run, another one was produced. 

It was called "Zero Hour". The title had reference to the inminence of war 
al 1 its evil effects and in content-sly ly suggested to workers to resist, 

ett. This play was even more vicious than its credecessor. 

1 

.^t the time "Zero Hour" was running, June, 1941, the 
strike at the ilorth American Aviation Plant in Inglewood, California was 
called. This Hollywood Theatre Alliance show and the entire oast, supported 
by the alliance itself, came out in open support of this strike, a strike of 
which President f,QOSLVELT had this to say: 

"Besides, the responsible leaders of labor in the 
United States all realized that this was not a bona fide labor dis- 
pute, but a fora of alien sabotage, inspired and directed by Commun- 
ist forces, interested not in the advancement of 
defeat and overthrow of the United States." 
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The show ga' 
raisea aoney and. did everything 
regarding that affair. 

This show "Zero Hour" was running when HITLER invaded 
Russia, on June 22, 1911. Immediately a change took place in the attitudo 
-of the Hollywood Theatre Alliance. "Zero Hour" soon came to a close. Later 
another- show was produced called, "They Can't Get You Down". 

Now v.-e see the Hollywood Theatre Alliance changing its 
attitude. This latter show was in no way similar to those which preceded it* 
From a position of isolation, etc., it became very patriotic just as the Com- 
munist Party hac done when Russia was attached. It subscribed to our war ef- 
forts, in to to. 


e special performances for the strikers, 
possible to support the Comunis t position 



In its every act and in the presentations of its shows 
the Hollywood Theatre Alliance subscribed to and followed the Communist Party 
line explicitly. 


The following list of names, from sponsors to writers 
and directors and all the way down is indicative of the Communist coloring 
of the entire project: 


The following members of the League of American ?Jriters, 
each one of whom has been identified as having been involved in Communist ac- 
tivities for years, were sponsors of the Hollywood Theatre Alliance: 




JOHN HOWARD LAYS ON 
DONALD 0CT3N STEWART 


LILLIAN HELUCAN 
DOROTHY PARKER 


GILBERT GABRIEL (LI ember of League of American 
. TTritara & Triters in Exile) 

JfmUR KQ3ER 

DASHIELL' NAMMETT (Member of League of American 
Writers; now in Signal Corpe 
of the United States) 


Other sponsors were: 

vrrr.T. ROGERS, JR. - recently elected to the Congress of 
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Brr.TT.q s. FATT2R30M- Then Lieutenant Governor of the 

State of California; a Communist 
Party line follower. 

J. SD"AL2 2RQM3LRG- Actor; member of the Communist Party. (<J./ {A 
LXr.GL CUICR - Director 


t 


DR. tRURO FRANK 
DOROTHY All AHA 
1CL3II GAnADLII 
ira iiRs;r:/iii 
ip.yirg piciel 
CAPSID HAHE; 


- Motion picture director. 

- Democratic Rational Committeemen, ^ 

- Musician 

- Director; fellow traveller 

- Director; fellotr traveller. 


BORIS AARCNSON 

3YRCM PCCTT - former Congressman from California 

(deceased) 

31(1. IUI- LL2 .C .ELIO _ - Hollywood l:ecutiye ._ 

Mrs. CKLLIIE ICIERSG!!- Local political figure; Communist 

Party line follower 


Mrs. UTAAPD G. ROBINSON-^ wife of actor of that name. 

All of the above sponsors have been identified with acti- 

■”>Aty in other front organizations inspired by the Communist Party. 

\ 

It was stated offici ally by the Hollywood Theatre Alliance 
in rtpril, 1939 that the vriters who -would be responsible for forthcoming plays 
were: 


JOHN HGHAHD LA', 'SON- Communist Party member. 

RALFH BLOCK - Communist Party line follower. 



julius lpsteh; 

PHILLIP ZPSTLIN 


- League of American '.,’riters and Commun- 
ist Party Line follower 

J 

- League of American Mriters, 
munist Party line follower 
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F--LCI3 FARAGOK - Fellow traveller; Hollywood nnti-Kaii 

League member , ano member of the League 
for Paiocratic Action 


ED: .IK JUSTEi LAYER- Member of Hollywood *nti-Hazi League, 

Hollywood League for Democratic Action, 
League of American. Writers, ana Ameri- 
can peace Mobilization. 


ROBERT R003 El: - Member of League of American Writers, 

Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, League for 
Democratic Action, American Peace Mo- 
bilization, and Fourth Call. 

AHEE MAIJDEL - Follower of Communist Party line. 


irrr.T GROSS - Member of League of American Writers 

and Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. 

3J..7J3) EL1SCU - Lanber of League of American Writers, 

Hollywood ^nti -Nazi League, American 
Peace Mobilization, League of Democratic 
Action, and Fourth Call. 


All of the above are members of the League of American 
Writers, teach in the Hollywood Writers School and have been identified as 
followers of the Conmunist Party line in other front organizations. 

All three plays, "Meet the People", "Zero Hour", and 
"They Can't Get You Dorn", were written by: 


HENRY MYERS 
JAY GORNSI 
EDWARD ELISCU 

All three of the above are members of the League of 
American Writers, teach in the Hollywood Writers School and are way out in 
front in Communist activities in ths Hollywood section. 

"Zero Hour" was directed by HERBERT BUEHUAN, a motion 
picture director, local chairman of the American Peace Mobilization and a 
leading Communist in Southern California. \ 

Others who contributed to the "artistic" efforts cf the 
Hollywood Theatre Alliance are: 


r 
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- who staged "Meet the People 
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DAKliY DAFJ 
HBRTEER OFFiER 

Eivura //hits 

aLRIIAED VCRKAUS 
LUCI3II PRI7AL 


- Member of Hollywood *nti-Nazi League, 

- Actor, member of League of American 
''.Viters , and Communist Party, 


. _ One scene in "Meet the People" was written by MUC QUIN, 
columnist of the Taily, "Peoples '.forld", the official Communist publication 
on the Pacific Coast. 


f At the present time the Hollywood Theatre .UJLiance is 
he writers and intellectuals responsible for the organi- 
zation have either become active in the Hollywood VJriters Mobilization, or 
other front groups who are now, since Russia was attacked, very patriotic.^ 

The Hollywood Theatre Alliance was one of the usual Com- 
munist organizations set up to take over Hollywood and at the same time influ- 
ence people toward Communism and the Soviet Union, 


The pattern followed in forming and conducting this group 
was and is the same as is used in ail other Communist fronts. 

[During the active period of the alliance, for the duration 
of the 1 T.'HC.'-HITLLP. pact, ..ugust, 1939 to June, 1941, it was extraordinarily 
successful. | 


HOLLT.POD ANTI-NAZI LLACUS 
(Communist front organization) 

^Source 3-X has stated\^St this organization was one of 


the most outstanding in the series of Coj 
bjr^the Communist Party in Hollyrrood.J 


tuni strTront organizations set up 


During the period of the "Popular Front", when the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union demanded that Communist Parties everywhere pretend 
to support democracy and work to bring about "collective security" as a bul** 

?k against Naziism and fascism, the Hollywood Communists created the Holly- 
id /inti -Nazi League 

The purpose of this organization was ostensibly to "defend 
rican democratic rights against Nazi influences". Nhile outwardly this was 
avowed purpose, secretly it wae set up- to build up the influence of the 
raunist cause and creats sympathy and give aid to the policies of So\ 

;sia. All propaganda put out, and meetings held, which werejtfjoen to the^pub- 
, v/ere tied in with the interests of the Communist Party ahd Soviet Russia* 
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[it appealed to the large Jewish population in Southern 
California on the basis of fighting Hitlerism and drew great financial support 
from the producers of motion pictures on that program. J 


It was one of the most successful Communist fronts ever 
created in the Hollywood area* Its membership at the peak of its influence 
was approximately four thousand. Its influence spread to many times that 
number. 

The original founders of the Hollywood Anti— Kazi League 
are the following, and these names all betray the Communist tie-up: 


/ DC HAIL OGDEII STEWART - Writer, Leader of the League of 

American ‘writers, and Communist 
Party. 


/ 


DOROTHY ? ASKER 


ALAil CAMPBELL 


- Writer; Member of the League of 

American Writers and the Communist 
Party. ^ 

— VJriterj member of the League of S 
American 'Writers and the Conmunist- 
Party. 


/GLORIA STUART 
EDvmi Justus’ -layer 


- Actress; fellow traveller. 

— ‘writer; member of the League of 
American Writers. 


/HERBERT 3I3ERMAH 

^FREDERIC :iARCH 
FLORENCE ELLRIDGE 


— Director; member of the American 
Peace Mobilization. 

— Actor; Communist Party member. 

— Actress; 1 wife of FR30ERIC MARCH; 


1 


member of Communist Party. \ % y 


^ T 

/7I0LA BROTHERS SHORE - Writer; member of League of American 

Writers. • ' .' y 


/GALE SONDERGAAHD 

t 

MOSS HART 
MARIAN SPITZIE 


Actress ; wife of HERBERT B J.HKKM Aii 

Writer; member of League of Americans 
Writers. 

Writer; member of'ii&gue of Ame ric^aj^ 
Writers. 


- 
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3Eg3 ’EliZDITH 
Mrs • IXiC: IX.OT 
3hIH O'HRIEK MGOL 

CKAiwj-*z> ^R-;.wME i i 


— writer; monber of League of .ma-rip 
Writers 


Pa*S»i* 


- 'writer; wife of '.7 311 5 ROOT, fellow 
traveller. 

31 - Actor. 

- V.'riter: member of the league of 
.American V.'riters. 

Ten of the above persons are members of the ^.eague of __ 
..meric an '7riter3. They areT 3TT.7ART, "-Ail C3B, CAI'IFBSLL, ---.i -tfi* ^13337-11, 

£HC T 3, SPITB3R, MEREDITH ana. 5'.' Add’- . (The Leaguo of .jnencan ^riters i 
foremost Communist front organization in the Eolljnwod ''cultural division and 
the feeder for all Communist activities in the top structure of the motion pic- 
ture industry) 

GLORIA STUART, FREDERIC MARCH, FLORENCE SIXIUDGE (MARCH'S 
v.lfe). GALE S0ID3RGAARD (BISERMAK'S wife) ana ERIN O'BRIEN MOORE . are. screen 
actors and actresses v.'ho have been identified with Communist activities m 
other organizations in Hollywood. 

The above group set up the Hollyr.'ood **nti— Nazi League in 

the summer of 1936. 

'Then the Leaghe took solid form and reached it3 peak of 
activity, 1938-39, the officers were: 




DONALD CGDELI 5T37/ART - Chairman 

MARI.C: 5FIT3EE - Yice^haiman 

A LA. CAMPBELL - Secretary^ > 

BERN IZjARMARD - Treasurer _ 

The sponsors of the organization ^were: 


HERBERT SIBERMAIJ 


— Director; member of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization; member of the Communist Party* 


Mrs. SIDHEI 5‘uCHMAN - Wife of Ci_i73I BUCnEAN, League of American 

Writers . 


EDDIE CANTOR 
FIDRSNCE ECU RIDGE 
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whaIICXS SIT. .7 JDS FAEAGOH - Waiter; member of the League of^racan 

voters: a fellotr traveller. 


’Jrlte re; a fellow 

OSCAR HAI&ZSRSTEIN, II- Sub-Producer 
RUPERT HUGHES 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
", , r ritera • 

of the Communist Party 


GILAPJLLS J. RATE - Attorney; -ember 

jud-e ROBERT W. I3KT- Attorney General of California; fellow 

traveller. 


H. S. KRAFT 


- YJTiter; member of the League of A merican 
Writers; member of the Communist Party. 


RICHARD LZRT 
2RIET LUBITSCH' 
FREDERIC '/.ARCH 


— Director. 


_ Actor; member of the Communist Party 


ifC") 


Dr. RUDOLPH ilARX 

EDvm: Justus hater 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 


RAY FLAYER 
ELIZABE TH 1ERRSLL 
I£ YffiS LULLS TO HE 
PAUL uuia 
DUDILY i’lCHCIS 

Judge ISAAC PACHT 
Mrs. CHARLES PAGE 
DOROTHY PARKER 

f 

irvuig PICHEL 


- Director; fellow traveller 

- Actor;' fellow traveller 

\ 

- ’Writer; .member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 


- Sponsor of front organizations. / 

- Y/ixe of CHARLES PAGE, Communist Party 

- Writer; member of the League of American i 


Writers; fellow traveller. 

%r 

Director; fellow traveller^, / 
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frank scum 


- 7'riter; fellow traveller. 


VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE - ’'.Titer; fellow traveller. 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 


- Actress. 



GLORIA STUhIvT 

FRANK TUTTLE 


- Actress; felloYf traveller. 


— Director; member of the Communist Party. 



Of the foregoing list of sponsors there are several men- 
tioned who could properly be classified as. innocents, particularly 3® IS CANTOR 
and RUPERT HUGHES, and possibly ELISABETH USRRSLL and RICKARD LSRT. AH the. 
rest have been identified more or less ?dth other organizations under Communist 
domination. 


The Hollywood *nti-Nazi League grew tremendously in num- 
bers, support and influence until August, 1939 > when the pact between SiALSl 
and HITLER was made. During this period the League cooperated with every other 
Communist front group in the Hollywood section. According to its official 
publication, "Hollywood. Now", it supported the following! 

League of V/oznen Shoppers 

Rational Committee of Spanish Speaking People. 

League for Public Hedicine. 

California Youth' Legislature. 

Radio Programs of "People's 7,’orld", ED R0B3IN ("Fcople's Eorld" 
is the official Communist publication on the .'est Coast) 

League of American writers 

Youth Commission of Motion Picture Democratic Committee, 

Associated Film Audiences 
• American League for Peace and Democracy. 1 

National Negro Congress' 

German-American League for Culture. 

Motion Picture Artists Committee, and many others. 

All the foregoing are Communist front organizations. 


The official program of the Hollywood Anti— Nazi League 
from its inception up to the announcement > of the 5TALI1KIITLER ^actrns as 
follows: 

"To fight Fascism at home and abroad* 



"To give support to the struggle against Internati on al- < ■ — 
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Fascism viherever it strikes — in Germany, Italy, 

Spain, Austria, China, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 

South America. 

'•To stand firmly behind the militant peace policy 
of President ROOSEVELT — the policy of collective 
security for all democratic nations, of "quaran- 
tining the aggressors". 

"To expose the spies, the Bunds, the Nazi Military 
•summer camps’, the Brown houses in our cities, the 
poisonous propaganda of obscene circulars, the anti- 
Semitic, anti-Catholic, anti-Labor, anti— Negro cam- 
paigns. 

"To oppose the destructive anti-American activities 
of such racketeering organizations as the Silver 
Shirts, the VJhite Guard, the KKX, the Black Legion, 
the Crusaders, Friends of Hew Germany and other Berlin- 
financed enemies of our country. 

"To Join with other progressive Americans in one united 
front against Fascist attacks on our democratic insti- 
tutions . " 


The foregoing publicly announced official program of the 
Hollywood Anti-Hazi League was right in line with the Communist Party line 
of the Popular Front period. 


with the announcement of the alliance between GTALHI and 
HITLBH on August 23, 1939, and the change in the Conmunist Party line accord- 
ingly, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League changed its program likewise. 

From a position of support tq President ROOSEVELT in his 
sympathies for England and the democratic countries, the League began to yell 
that it was an "Imperi ali st 1 * warj that the United States should keep outj that 
Lend-lease aid to England meant war for us; that the "Yanks are not Coming." 


By September 22, 1939, just thirty days after the STAUN- 
HITLER pact, the League Issued a statement in "Hollywood Now", the official 
organ of the League of American Writers, dated September 22, 1939, which is 


as follows! 




a 


* • 


\ 
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"A program: for peace 

"With England and Trance fighting Germany, where does the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League fit in? 

"The League will and must carry on its fight against 
Nazism more vigorously than ever before in the United States and abroad. 
Does the war now conducted by CHAMBERLAIN and DALADIER offer the poeei- 
' billty of the destruction of Nazism? . • . NO . . . The League affirms' 
positively that the United States should in no way become involved in 
the •war...” 



and on October 13, 1939, "Hollywood Now", stated: 

"The League faces the grave responsibility of doing its 
share to keep America out of war and to help to unify the American people 
in their demand for peace." 

On November 17, 1939, "Hollywood Now", stated: 

"The League will undertake an extensive educational pro- 
gram. . . and there ’trill be no compromise with the enemies of the oeople 
. . . KEEP AMERICA NEUTRAL." 

T7ithin a period of a few months the League had completely 
reversed its position, as had the Communist Party in the United States. Grad- 
ually it dropped its fight against Naziism and at the time of the dissolution 
of the league it haa forgotten its antagonism to the aggressors and was concen- 
trating all its fire on "conditions" within the United States and confusing 
every issue possible where that issue wae one of national defense and aid to 
the democracies* 


Due to this reversal in program a large part of its fol- 
lowing aeeerted, leaving the Communist c ore with its following of fellow trav— 
Tilers and sympathizers in full charge.' “But there was disruption within the 
ranks. This brought about a need for a new set of' officers and a new Board 
of Directors. 


In Septanber, shortly after the announcement of the pact, 
a new slate of officers was installed. This list of namss is of extreme inter- 
est, as it indicates those who were following the Communist Party line wherever H 
it should lead, 1 

DCNAlD OGDEN STEWART — Chairman; a writer. 


FRANK TUTTIS 


- Vice-Chairman; a director. , .y 


\ 
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DUDLEY CICKC1S - Secretary; writer; member of Communist Party Qj 

32RIJ BERNARD - Treasurer; fellow traveller. ( 

Executive Eoard: 


MILTON ISKLE-I 
edlaed c:;odorov 


- ’.inter; member of the League of .American 
’.Trite rs 

— ’.riter; manber of the League of American 
Lr iters . 


Prof. I.’CBLIAII T. BYRHE- Professor; member of the Communist Party. (*7 


•f 


U.J 


MARIAN SPITZSR 


— ’.Triter; member of the League of American 
T 'riter s. 


Mrs* J« EDVARD BRjJiBLRG-Vfife of J. 3. BROMBERG, actor; manbar of /iy 

""" the Communist Party. M ‘ 


(O 


Dr. MARTIN HARRIS 

CHARLES J. LITE - Attorney; member of the Communist Party 


f 1 C-) 


LIrs. 32A'fRIC3 3UCHHUI— Life of SIDNEY cUCKMAH; member of the League 

nf r*on ”'r»S +■ l 


LASH I. SlitJiE 
LOCALS LOSE 
HERBERT BI3HHUAN 


- /riter; fellow traveller. 


- Director; member of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization 


FRANCIS EDLARDS FARAGOH— TIriter; member 6£ the League of American 

'./inters; fellow traveller 

IRA LATHER 

Krs. CHaEIES PAGE — Life of CrlEIES PAGE; member of the Communist^ C h 

Party V/ 




to. 


H. S. KRAFT 
JAY CORNET 


- Vlriter; member of the League of American 
Vfriters; fellow traveller. 

- VTriter; member of the League American 
Y/riters and American Peace Mobilization; 
and a fellow traveller. 
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SCULLY 


- 7/riter; fellow traveller. 



Urs. JNRCH2 SAJia fflUI - '..'riter; member of the League of American 

V/riters; fellow traveller. 

However in spite of this formality of an election of new 
officers,, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League had outlived its usefulness to the 
Communist Party, Like many other Communist fronts of the Popular Front period, 
it had to be l, liquidated l, » It dragged on a few months. On December 3th it 
was decided that a new name should be given to the League. It should become 
the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, 

The League struggled feebly for a month or so after Decem- 
ber 15th when a new group met to form a committee to protect civil liberties, 
and about February 1st, 1940 the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League quietly passed 
away and v:as no more. 

This pattern Of the birth, life and death of a Communist 
front, when thoroughly understood, will explain much of the confusion that 
apoarently exists in the minds of those who try to follow the vthys and There- 
fore 3 of Communist tactics in. the United States* 


HOLLZVJOOD IZAGUL FOR DPV-CCRaTIC ACTION 
(Communist front organ! zationj 

o-) ' 

(Source 3-^Y has stated) that in anticipation of the demise 
of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, a number of persons met at the home of lirs. 
FINIEY P2TSR DU15NE, mother of" P HTTJJP DUNNS of the League of American V/riters, 
about the first v/eek in December, 1939* The purpose, of this meeting was to 
set up an organization to succeed the Anti-Nazi League. Those present at the 
meeting were: 


->*L 


C 1 


DALTON TRU15B0 
FRANK TUTTI2 


DOROTHY PARKSR 


JOHN VEHEC 


LELVTH DOUGLAS 


— 7’ritey; member of the League of American /Lfl 

ty. {f+ \ 




Writers; member of the Communist Party 

- Director; member of the Communist Party* (*l(d 

- ’writer; member of the League of American 

b'riters; fellow traveller. > v 

* - *' r 

- Writer; member of the League of American 
V/riters; fellow traveller 


- Actor; fellow traveller 






jp 
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G.-1Z SONDSRGAARD (wife of HERBERT 3IEEREAN) - actress; member of 

the Communist Party 


ALAI 


CAMPBELL 


IRVING RSIS 
■... L. LIVER 


- Nriter; member of the League of .American 
V.riters; fellow traveller. 

- Nriter; member of the League cf American 
Nritsrs; .eilow traveller. 

- Nriter; member of the League cf 
..riters; : eilow traveller. 



LEY3F. LEVIN 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 


HARRY JURNITZ 

JOHN GARFISH) 
JOHN 01011.111 
LOUIS BRCLTCID 
GARS IN LAN IN 
CYRIL RULE 


- Nriter; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 

- Actor; fellow traveller. 

- Director; fellow traveller. 

- Actor; member of the Communist Party 

- Director; fellow traveller. 



J. ’’.’ALTER RUBEN — Producer; fellow traveller (deceased) 


hiNET KOS TER 


J At. . iS GLNASQJJ 


LUCILLE GLEASON 


— Writer; member of the League of American 
V/riters; fellow traveller. 

— Actor; A^llow traveller*. 

I 

— Actrees; fellow traveller. 


’.ELIS ROOT 


- ’Writer; follow traveller. 


Of the above ten persons, TRUEBO, PARKER, N EXLSI , 3 
nlEi., GAlP BRI .i i, PlSIS, RIVER, LEVIN, JURNITZ and BR011FIEIB are members of 
and active in the League of .American V/riters, the Communist "feeder" organi- 
zation of cultural Hollywood. 


picture directors. 


TUTTLE, CP1MVELL, KANIN, RUBEN (deceased) sire motion 

. . : . £ . i * 


y 
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and actresses. 


DOUGLAS, SQfIDLRGA*RD , GARFIELD, GLEASQri are screen actors 


As c. result of the deliberations of this august body a 
new organization, the KQLLTVrGQD CQ'liITTLE TO PROTECT CIVIL LIBERTIES, was 
born. However, the formation of the Hollywood Committee to Protect Civil 
Liberties by the group above mentioned was somewhat superflous because at 
about the same time the executive board of the expiring Hollywood Anti-Naai 
League net ana decided to give it a new title. This was done and on Decem- 
ber G, 1939, the official publication of the Hollywooa Anti-Hazi League an- 
no uncea that thereafter the League would be known as the HQLLTXQG LEAGUE 
* Ga iCC.^kI_C ..CTIO.i. 


/aid thus a new Communist front was born merely by the 
change of a name. The same officers and executive board served for the new 
organization, and it went to work to do everything it could to prevent aid 
to democracy and advocated peace on KITLEPl'S terms. 


DOIIALD 

FRAilL 


The officers v/ere: 


(uj 


GGDSH S TLA ART — Chairman — writer and Communist Party member. fl'Vi 
TUTTLE - Vice-Chairman — Director; Communist Party member^/ 


DUBLLT ii:CIICL3 


- Lecretary — V.'riter; member of the League of 
^■morican V.'riterr ; and a fellow traveller. 


3331 '. HLRIAED 


- Treasurer — fallow traveller. 



Executive Eoard: 

HERBERT SIBZLLIAII - Director; member of the American Peace Mo— 

■ bilizatlon and a Communist Party member. 

EDWARD CHODORCV - Writef; -member of the League of American 

Writers; fellow traveller. 


Prof. LCPAIAu T. BYRNE- Professor; fellow traveller. 

Mrs. J . . LDLAHD LRDLEERG-’.lif e of J. ED’A’ARD 3RCM3ERG, 
" Communist Party. 


member of the 


HI) 

p 


FRAI'iCIS SHARDS 
H, F. KRAFT 


lAGOH-Vriter ; member of the League of American 
Writers; a fellow traveller. 

- Writer; member of the Leagyej^f 
Writers; a fellow traveller'. 
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Urs* JHROHH SACKHEEi - '..Titer; member of the League of American 

Writers ; fellow traveller. 


hello:-: merlin 


’cAt5T*»r -rtoT r f , *T-T5 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 


- Writer; raember of the League of American 
Writers; and a fellow traveller. 


* .Tilers 5 riiiu a. tidvaiicr* 

Nrs. CHARLES PAGE - wife of C.'LlRLES PAGE, Communist Party member 

JAY GURNEY - Writer; member of the League of .American 

Writers and American Peace Lcbilization. 


FRANK SCULU 


- Writer; ana a fellow traveller. 


Its. BEATRICE BUCHLIAM- Wife of SIDNEY 3UCHUAJI, Producer. 
IRA RATHER 


IAXVELL SHANE 


- ?Eriter; raember of the League of American 
Writers; a fellow traveller. 


Dr. EARVIN HARRIS 


DONALD ROSE 
CHARLES J. KATZ 


- Attorney; member of the Communist Part: 


( r 

y.ij-l 


Others active in the organization were: 


— uijii.Lio 


- Communist Party line follower; investigator 
for the Anti-5: a zi League. 


U5Y LIcCALL, JR. - Fellow traveller; member of the League of 

American Writers; and president of the Screei 
Writers Guild of Hollywood. 

HERBERT K. SORRELL - Business representative of Studio Painters 

Local 644; member of the Communist Party. 


GORDON KAHN 


JO STERLING 


- '..'riter; member of the League of Americ 
Writers; and a fellow traveller. 


- Writer; member of the .league of American 
Writers; and a f ellow jtravellerk 
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GLIG 3ACKKSHI 
LILT OBCSS 
nm:G pits 

, — i-CiUi— j — i ^Luii«;kPdll 

J . . in L'fLd, I .u Ei-U'j 


- TTriter; member of the League of 
American L'ritera; a fellow traveller 

- A'riter; member of the League of 
American L'ritera. 

- L'ritsr; member of the League of -• 
'faerican ".'risers;- and a fellow trav- 
eller. 

\ U J/A 

- ,/riter; member of the League of Mil 

rican Writers; and a member of r~- 
the Communist Party. 

- Lotion picture oirector; producer; 
fellow traveller (now deceased) 


Lrs. ;LATZ CU L1II1 .G3 - Life of Producer, 
llrs. H. S. KRAFT 


Frof . 




DAVE IGJE'JIH 


CA7I3 


- Life of it. 3. KRAFT; member of the 
League of ^aerican 'Lrlters; a fellow 
traveller. 

- Professor at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los .Angeles; a fellow trav- 
eller. 

- Screen writer and member of the League 
of American Lriters; a fellow traveller 

- Screen and stage actor; a fellow-trav- 
eller 


There are many- others in addition to the above list, all 
of whom nave been identified vrith Communist and Communist front activities in 
Hollywood. - „ 




! The program of the Hollywood League for democratic Action 

was just the reverse of that of the L'oll^vraod Anti-Hazi League, althoughthe 
same people re re in control in both organizations. 3ut the Communist Party 
iine had changed and they, being good Communists, fellow travellers and sym- 
; oathizers changed also. 


* 


Meetings were held, radio programs given and literature 
spread which opposed every feature of national defense, aid to Ingland, the 
lend-lease act, the Selective Service <»ct and in general the foreign pollc 
of the President of the United States. ( ..y 


\5 v 
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It was the Coimnunist formula in every detail. Dut the 
active life of the Hollywood League for Democratic action was of comparatively 
short duration. 37 the fall of 1940 it had become practically lifeless. 

This wa3 not because the comrades had changed their view- 
point, or that they ’..ere becoming discouraged — it was because another organi- 
zation had come into existence on a national scale. This latter organization 
-was- broader ana more all-inclusive and gradually the Hollywood league for Demo- 
cratic action was absorbed. 

This organization was called the .AICRICAL PEACE -Ori lLTZA - 


HOLLTXOD PEACE FORUU 


(Communist front organization) 

p. fu>) 

LSourcs 3-Z has statedjthat as the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
league was graaually being put to death, the Communists operating within 
that jroup ware busily setting up other organizations to take its place 
v.tiich would carp* out the changed line of the party. 


In January of 1940 there came into being the HQLLTIXKDD 
PEACE TCI HI. As its name indicates this group was pledged to preserve peace. 
It yelled loudly and often that we should stay cut of the var. It opposed 
aid to England, national .defense, conscription and right covm the line in car- 
rying out the program of the Communist Party. It was strictly for peace 

on HITLER'S terms. It conducted forums, radio broadcasts, issued pamphlets 
and leaflets and unceasingly put out propaganda for the Communist position. 

Its chief spokesman was Professor HCELIAN T. 3 'HUE of Los 
Iwigeles City College, long identified with every form of Communist activity 
in Southern California. He was chairman of these forums held in every avail- 
able hall and meeting place in the 'locality— at the Hollywood Aomen's Club, 
first Unitarian Church in Los Angeles, Embassy Auditorium, Los .digeles, Knick- 
erbocker Hotel in Hollywood, Wilshire Ebell Club, and many others. 


The sense of all meetings, forums, radio broadcasts, etc,, 
of the Hollyvwod Peace Forum was defense of the Soviet Union for it3 pact with 
HITLER, attacks on Finland for its resistance to Russia's aggression, condem- 
nation of the war as imperialism in action and ad to eating the immediate appease- 
ment of Nazi Germany. \ O C\ 


13 ' 


The officers of the Hollyrreod Peace Fojun, all of whom just 
a few months before vrere members of the Hollywood Anti-Uaz^' League and who T.-era 
then supporting President ROOSEVELT and democracy, were:' ^ 
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wood section. 


HERBERT BIBSRMAIJ 
JOHN YAXLET 
GUY ISIDORE 
G22E SiiCIffiELS 


- Chairman 

- Vice-Chairman 

- Secretary-Treasurer 

- Executive Secretary 



All the above have been leading Communists in the Holly- 


BXBEPI'lAII is a motion picture director and vrriter. 


•J..XLEY, EMBOLI and SACilHEIM are members of the League of 

American .riters. 


Others active in the Forum were S.’II OFJTITZ, member of the 
League of American 7, riters and a Communist, FEM.TI 3CULLT, a feliovr traveller 
and Hollywood YYriter, Reverend FRANK N. TOC7HAIGR of the First Methodist Church, 
Compton, California, Reverend PETER M. SAMSON, .‘LLnister First Unitarian Church, 
Los Angeles, Professor FHA1IK DAVIS of the University of Southern California at 
Los Angeles, SADIE QENITZ, wife of SAti CRUITS, EDTiFD SI3ERUAN, brother of HER- 
BERT SIBERIAN, HUGH MUHINS, and many others previously v.ith the Hollywood Anti- 
Mazi La ague. 

The Hollywood Peace Forum remained in existence about six 
months, another organization was coming Mato existence which took its place. 
This front was called the HGLLTXOD LEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC aCTICM. 


AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION 
(Communist Fron^ Organization) 



/source A-A has shownjthat the American Peace Mobilization 
was the successor to the American League for Peace and Democracy in the same 
manner as the Hollywood League for Democratic Action took the place of the Hol- 
^jrvrood Anti-Nazi League — and for the same basic reason, the change in the Com- 
rfltfcnist Party line. ~ 


After the pact between STALIN and HITLER in August, 1939 
it was necessary for the Communist Internationale to revamp its entire struc- 
ture in the United States. From a position of support for democratic processes 
in the interest of bringing about a program of "collective security" (which it 
never really meant, by the way, and which was only used as a threat by STALIN 
to force HITLER into signing the subsequent pact) the Communist apparatus in 
the United States must r.cw reverse itself and render all aid possible to HITLER, 
he now being on the best of terms with STALIN-— they were virtual allies* 

All Communist front organizations were ao^rto w ork_foj 
peace. They were to oppose entry of the United States into the «We 

of England and France, and were to oppose aid to those countries/ oppose th« 
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Lend-lease .Vet, national defense, the Selective Service Act, 
obstruct any internal policy of the United States that vould, 
be of benefit to the democratic nations fighting HITLSR. 



however remotely 


> 


The American Peace Mobilization was destined to become 
the most . otent arm of the Communist Internationale— and that means STALIN' — 
working i:T the interest of the CTALLl-HiTLMTl pact. 

The organization as such oflicially came into being at 
a rational gathering .:eid in Chicago, Illinois August 20 to September 2, 1940. 
This ne-tir.g was called by what v;as known as the "emergency Peace Mobiliza- 
tion". /it this time the name vr.s changed to the AMMLICA. PEACE MCBILIEATICN 
and it continued to function under thaw title until the break between STALIN 
anc HITLER in June, 1941 when Russia was invaded. 

Previous to the official setting up of the .znerican Peace 
Mobilization in September, 1940, ana beginning vdth tho dissolution of the 
Hollywood anti-Nazi League in Decor;! er of 1939, and the official "liquidation" 
of the American League for Peace and Democracy on February 1, 1940, groups 
were hastily formed everyvrhere to carry out the policy of the Communist Party. 

In Moll’ wood there was the Hollywood peace Forum, Holly- 
wood League for Democratic Action, Hoil. rood Peace Council, Hcllywood Peace 
Crusaae, etc. ALL of thene ^roups were largely "paper" organizations func- 
tioning a3 a stop-gap until all could be knit into one national organization, 
and that was the AMERICAN PSA CM MOBILISATION. 

It will be noticed that the names of the officers and 
those most active in I these groups locally in Hollywood are essentially 
the same. For example, HERBERT 3I3ERMAN , DOLALaj OGDEN STSMART, TRANK TUTTL-j, 
etc., appear in every front. 

In addition to the so-called "peace" groups above which 
laid the foundation for the establishment later or the Los Angeles Division 
of the Mobilization, the following were affiliatod with the organization in 
Hollywood: 


League of American writers, Hollywood Chapter. 
Motion Picture Democratic Committee. 

Hollywood Theatre Alliance. 



League of ’Toman Shoppers. 

Committee to Aid Agricultural ’forks rs. 
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National Negro Congress. 

California Touth Legislature* 

Hollywood Post, Veterans Division, labor's Non-partisan 
League 

The national officers of the American Peace mobilization 
elacted in September, 1940, vrerej 

Rev. JOHN E. THOMPSON, Chairman 
THEODORE DREISER, Vice-Chairman 
VITO UAPJCAMTCNIO , Vice-Chaiman 
JACK McMICKAEL, Vice-Chairman 
REID ROBINSON, Vice-Chairman 
KATHERINE TERRILL, Vice-Chairman 
FREDERICK FEUD, Executive Sec rot .ary. 

UMRIAN BRIGGS, Administrative Secretary 

Of the above, THEODORE DREISER, as a member of the League 
of American Writers and more or less identified with Hollywood is representa- 
tive of its culture. 



as follows: 


The officers of the local division of the Mobilization are 


J 5* 


/ HERBERT- .3XZSHLIAN, Chairman, member of the American Peace 

Mobilization in Los Angeles, motion pic- 
ture director, and Communist Party member. 
TQli CULLEN, local correspondent of the ’’People's florid", 

official Communist publication on the ’.Test Coast, 
Executive Secretaryj Communist Party member. 

Executive Board: - 


JOHN S’/aPP, of the League for peace and Democracy; Commun- 

/ ist Party member. 

-RICHAii) OTTO, Motion Picture Democratic Committee; fellow 
' traveller. 

3AM HOUSTON ALIEN, pclitican; Communist Party member* 


Rev. HERBERT L. HERBERTS. 

Rev. CARL ALLEN; feiloy; traveller 
EV32N VINTON 

DON R. 'ISALL^-aaaber of Labor's Non-Partisan League; 
Communist Party member 



ELIZABETH SASULT 
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LHL.IAU DGHAN, fellow traveller. 

RGSTTHDA RT7SRA, Communist Party member. 

AOwAKu UoSS, member of the Young Communists League. 

Hollywood figures aost active as chairmen at meetings, 
speakers ana directors of propaganda were: 


Prof. '.’CREAM T. BYRiTE, Communist Party member. 

3 All UILITZ, Communist Party member, a vrriter, and member., 
of the League of American ’Triters. 

• PC HP RCLAIL! LAV.3GN, writer, Lember of the Communist Party 

and League of American ’.’riters. 

* CORALS CCD HP 3TI7.7ART, delegate to Chicago convention} a 

vrriter, member of the League of American V.’riterc 
and the Communist Party. 

1LAURICE RURPHY, Laague of American ’Triters and Lotion Pic- 
ture Democratic Committee member} a writer who 
is member of the League of American ’.'riters and 
the Communist Farty. 

/DALTGI; TRULBC, Lember of the League of American ’.Titers and 
the Communist Party. 

^i.lICHAEL BLuilCFORT, member of the League of .American ’.Triters 
z and the Communist Party. 

’'FRATG-l TUTTLE, motion picture director; Communist Party member, 
CHARLES J. HATE, Attorney for Communists and Communist Party 
member. 

SADIE CRHITZ, .aanoer of the Communist Party. 

JCHN HC'r.’APl Lv’SCN, member of the League of American '.Triters 
and the Communist Party. 

LARC 3LIIZSTEIIJ, Hollywood composer, member of League of 
American V.’ritere, and a fellow traveller. 

ALBERT ’’ALTZ, President, League of American riters, Holly- 
wood Chapter; fellow traveller. 

LUCILLE L'PJO, _m ember of League of '.Tomen Shoppers; a 
fellow traveller. 

GUY 1LX0RE, member of League of American L’riters and Com- 
munist Party. 

Dr. rDGRBSRT AIETXAITDER, Professor of Sociology, Los Angeles 
City College; a fellow traveller. 


In addition to the above, individual members of al 1 Holly- 
wood Communist front -roups were supporting the ^mierican peace Lobillsation. 


Hass meetings were held at the Shrine Auditorium, Sabaesy 
Auditorium, Philharmonic Auditorium, in Los Angelee, to carry the message of 
"Peace" to the people. „ 
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At the same time as these meetings were being held the 
Mobilisation v;as officially supporting every strike v/here that strike would 
hamper defense efforts. It officially, and directly, by sending its members 
to the picket lines, injected itself into the North American Aviation strike 
in Inglewood, Cal.fornia, Vultee Aircraft Company, Downey, California, the 
Columbia Recording Company strike in Hollywood, the Cannon electrical Company 
strike in Los Angeles, and nany others. It was working feverishly in all di- 
rections to carry out the line of the Communist Party at that tine. 

An example of the type of propaganda carried on by the 
•mierican Peace Mobilization unaer the auspices of Communists in Hollywood is 
the meeting held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, on February 24, 1941 
the advance publicity on which stated a3 follows: 

"DEFIAT H.R.1776 (Lend-Lease Bill) MITH THE SPIRIT OF 17761 


Hear 

MICHAEL QUILL 

President of CIO Transport 'Workers Union 


rxiEDEHICIw FEID 
Nat'l Secy. AfU 


HERBERT 3I3ERIIAN 
Local Chrmn-Afil 




pkiili? sc:~-et.i:v dalto:: triisq 

Prea. State SIC The man who wrote 

"Johnny Got His Gun" 

WHAT TO DC ABOUT IT 

1. Y/rite your Gongresanan. Tell him to vote 110 on H.R. 1776 
(Lend-Lease Bill) 

2. Tell your friends about dangers of this b ill . 

3. Urge them to write also-. 

4. Distribute additional 'cepie3 of this leaflet. 

5. Join the A.P.M. ‘ 

"The New Deal’s Triple A. foreign policy, as embraced by 
the Lend-Lease Bill, is to plow under every fourth 
American boy." Sen. BURTON ". ’.'HEELER. " 


The tenor of the foregoing is that of all activities of 
the American Peace Mobilization, the local spearhead of which in the Southern 
California section, was Hollywood Communist influences. 



The .American Peace Mobilization nationally and the Holly- 
wood Division locally continued to function along these lines up until June 
- 2 , 1911. light up until that date HERBERT EI3ERHAN and his following, and 
that means the entire Hollywood Communist faction, were screaming for peace 
and chanting the slogan "The Tanks are Hot Coming.' 1 


In fact right up to the cay Mr. 3I3ZEIAII was picketing 
the '.hite House for "Peace", and showing what Hollywood could do to help pre- 
vent-aid to democracy. 

Then came the blov/l HITLER smashed across the boraera-of 

Russia. 

Again the Communist Party of the United States was taken 

unawares . 


The American Peace Mobilization was left way out on the 

proverbial limb. 


Within a few -.reeks the name of the American Peace Mobili- 
zation was changed to the AMERICAN PEOPLES MOBILIZATION . 


Meetings were immediately called by the American Peoples 
Mobilization. Professor EG REAM T. 31TJIE, HERBERT EI3EHUAN, PC'! LAID OGDEN 
i TEH ART, JOHN HOViA HD MATSON, 3. El ORNIT'J, GUT EMDOPE and followers began scream- 
ing for war. "Smash HITLER", "All Aic 'm the SOVIET UMICE ana England," "This 
Is a Peoples' Har", etc. 


The Communist Party line had changed againl 


The American Peoples Mobilization continued on for some 
few months, 'out like all Communist front organizations which can no longer 
serve the party, it v.as aliovrca to peacefully pass away. 


motto:: ptstitre democratic committee 

(Communist front organization) 

Source 4-B has stated that during the period from the 
Seventh Congress of the Communist Internationale hold in Moscow, Russia, in 
July ana August of 1933 wnen GEGRGE DIMITROV, head of the Communist Interna- 
tionale, made the i'ameus "Trojan Horse" speech and August 23, 1939 when the 
p?ct between STALE* and HITLER was consummate a, and which is known as the "pop- 
ular front" period, the Communist Party created hundreds of "front" organiza- 
tions in all countries 

. . ■/ i I ' 

The purpose of these organizetions waa'xo draw together* 
on as broad a base as ossible ail forces to influence them to support the 
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foreign policy of the soviet Union which, at tine, was a pretended desire for 
an alliance vdth the democratic countires to oppose ilaziism and Fascism. This 
was called the "collective security" proposal. 

Communists v;ere, during this period, instructed to arop 
al 1 revolutionary activity and pose as good democrats, or liberals, and take 
part in all established governmental affairs, local, state and national, where- 
ver they should be. 

In the United States they were instructed to register for 
voting purposes as members of the Democratic Party and carry on their activi- 
ties there. They were to assume the "lie oral" position and wo rk to get then- 
selves, fellow travellers ana sympathizers, also pretending to be good demo- 
crats, into key positions in political circles. They could then use their po- 
sitions and influence to create sympathy and gain support for the policies of 
Soviat Russia. 




In line with this policy ana, as usual, obeying orders 
implicitly, the Communists in the Hollywood motion picture industry and its 
periphery began sotting up various front organizations. 

One of the most important of these groups was the UQTIOK 
PICTURE DRDCRATIC CQMSflTTSE. This organization -.vas created in the early fall 
of 1933. At this time California had already shown tendencies to turn to. the 
left and the time was ideal for the Communist Party to step in and steer the 
political forces un the direction they desired. The state was having a guber- 
natorial election and it was into this election the party threw all its forces. 

The success of the notion Picture Democratic Uo^iiittee was 
phenomenal. It drew to it on a platform of democratic reform, and mildly libeiv 
al slogans a large following in the Hollywood section. It acquired among its 
membership many famous personages in the picture industry, the majority of whom, 
horraver, were not aware that the organization was completely under control of 
the Communist Party. _ 

Thousands of people were influenced by this committes which 
had access to publicity channels ordinarily denied to legitimate political 
groups of this character. The big names on its lists were attractive to the 
voters and it was cne of the main factors ir. the local and state elections of 
the year 1933. Almost all candidates it supported were elected and the gover- 
nor-elect stataa _ater that it was Hollywood influence and this organization 
which elected him to office. 


But at the same time the organization was seemingly tak- 
ing part in a truly democratic elective process, the Communists wit hin its 
ranks were spreading their propaganda in all directions. -They succeeded in 
tying the organization in with the Hollywood Anti-Nazi I^a^ue, Conference of' 
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Loticn Picture ^rts and Crafts, Labor 1 3 Non-Partisan League, Lorkers Alliancs, 
United Cpanish Relief, and were supporting every front organization and Commun- 
ist controlled labor union in the Los Angeles section. All front organiza- 
tions just above mentioned are Communist inspired. 


This should not be the least surprising, as the individuals 
controlling the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee ware the sane ones control- 
ling the other groups. 

The organization as a body were enthusiastic in support 
of President FjJGSLTLLT and the democratic administration, neither the Presi- 
dent nor Governor CL3QL ana his state administration could do wrong. It held 
political r alli es all ovar Southern California. It was all-out for democracy 
■and the Constitution of the United States — it loathed Naziism and Fascism. 


The world was bright and the liotion Picture Democratic 
Committee was enjoying an influence and prestige that brought smiles to the 
faces of the most case harcsned comrades. 


But on August 12, 1939, the bubble burst. The pact between 
G 7 ALIN and LITIIH was announced and the HollyiWod Lotion Picture Democratic 
Committee found itself way out on a limb. 


Vfithin thirty days instructions came down from Moscow that 
the party line had cnangso. The organization must change vdth it. It was a 
bitter pill, out the comrades were loyal and they obeyed. 


7/itnir. a very short time the lotion Picture Democratic Com- 
mittee waa calling President ROOSEVELT a "war monger"; he was dragging the 
United States into an imperialist war; we should mind' our own business, etc. 
Governor OISOM too had become almost overnight a war monger, had deserted the 
poor, was cutting relief and in general was just driving the people to despera- 
tion with his anti-social tactics. 


- By the spring of~l°40 the Lption Picture Democratic Com- 

mittee was .working hand in hand with the American Peace Crusade, afterward, the 
American P-cacs ilcbilization. It was mailing out thousands of "peace* pleae 
and insisting that "The Yanis Are Not Coming." It sponsorsd anc took part in 
Communist "peace" meetings all over Southern California. An crumple of the 
position of the Hollywood Democratic Committee’s in this respect is the fol- 
lowing excerpt from one of their bullstins: 
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"A1ERICA DECLARES 


OLEiFIC STADIUU 


PEACE" 

RALLY C? SATURDAY, ~PRIL 6TH 

'•The L.A. Council of the Cocmittee for Industrial Organization, 
the .Maritime Federation of the. Pacific, and the California Youth 
Legislature — each of these bodies representing thousands of 
Southern Californians, requested of the Hollywood Peace Council 
that they be allowed to co-sponsor the rally, purpose and plans 
of which are neartily endorsed by their memberships. The eight 
Hollywood organizations -relcomed. the joint sponsorship. The 
speakers' bureau set up by the Y.P.D.C. to publicize the rally 
at meetings o_ all. sorts— has lined up 75 speaking engagements 
to date... A mockout script -ritton by itniAHL BLA..2FURT, JERQLE 
CHODCRCV, JOSEPH 11112$, PAUL TRIVETS , CARL. DE3SSR, CYRIL KRAL5SR, 
vras okayed with hurrahs by the Council this week... The staging of 
the production is in the capable hands of SHEPARD 7RAUBE. The 
original printing order for "The Yanks Call", newspaper announce- 
ment of the meeting, -was 50,000 copies. These were gone in a 
couple of days, and a auulicate order for another 50,000 had to be 
fillec... Ten thousand tickets have bean distriouted and the remain- 
ing two thousand are going fast — so call the H.P.D.C. office (Gr. 
5136) immediately for blocks of 10$, 25$ and 40$ tickets..." 

Y.P.U.C. ITTBLETTER, 3/26/40. 


(The individuals hsmed above, 3LAFEF0RT, CU0E0R0V, etc., are all 
..lemDcrs of the League of .>merican T/ritors, the most important Communist front 
group in Hollywood) . 




V/hile the lotion ?ictui*e Democratic Committee was cooperat- 
ing with other groups, as above, it 'was carrying on it 3 own party line pro- 
cedure, as follows i -> 

"PEACE PETITIONS 


250 of theso were mailed to 250 E.P.D.C. members along -with the last 
newsletter. If you received one, get as many signatures as you can and mail 
it back to this office as soon as you can— because tine is the essence of this 
demand to our representatives." ij 


1VYI! DOUGLAS, the well knov/n screen actor, and First 
Vice-Chairman of the notion Picture Democratic Committee and who had been ac- 
tive in almost every Communist front organization in rfd'il/wood previously, 
revolted at this procedure. After Russia's attack on Finlaryl, he introduced 
a resolution before the committee condemning Soviet Russia ^for this attack. 
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He was overwhelmingly defeated. He resigned from th9 Ccnnittee in February, 
1910. 

The following vrere the officers of the organization in 
1939-40. All have been long identified vdth Communist ano Communist front 
activities in the motion picture field? 

PHIT'T? Q tiers . Chairman; member of the League of American 
Writers, and a member of the Communist Forty. He is now vdth the Writers War 
Hoard, . cvr Yotk City, the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League and the League lor Indus- 
trial Democracy. 


L5LYYH D0UC-LA5 . First Vice-Chairman; active in Communist 
front organizations; a fellow travellor and formerly Communist Party line fol- 
lower. 


IZDUAL HOP‘11’5 . Sscona Vi cc-Oh airman. Che is a screen 
actress and fellow traveller. 

JCFi: FOLD . Third Vice-Chairman. Lotion picture director, 
and long a fellow traveller. 

LAUF-ICL LULPHZ . Formerly executive secretary of the -League 
of American Writers. He is a member of the League of American Writers and one 
of the leadin^ Communists in the Holiywooo section. 

CGHDQH ■ PJGBY . Treasurer. He is a member of the League 
cf American Writers and a member of the Communist Farty. He is now in the 

Although the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee managed 
to survive the STALHI-HITLSR pact, it finally, late in 1940 became inactive 
as have many other Communists fronts which could not negotiate the hairpin 
turns of the Communist Internationale - . 


HOTIVTOOP DEMOCRATIC CCMLITTEB 
(Communist front organizationj 

[source 4-^ has stAtftdH^^tMii_nryflni v-at^nn ^ fa 
intents and purposes a revival of the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee, a 
Communist Party front organization that went out of existence shortly after 
the HITLER-STALLi pact was signed on August 23, 1939. This latter organiza- 
tion and the reasons for its liquidation are dealt vdth under section 1 of 
this report.. __ 

* : y 
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The Hollywood Democratic Conmittee is being set up at 
the present time to operate in the political field and this purpose wa3 stated 
in a call issued for its first meeting vihich was held at the Kollyviood_ ' 
velt hotel in Hollywood on January 14 , 1943 . 


This initial meeting was for the purpose of ’’forming an 
association of voters in the motion picture comnunity which will support 
victory legislation and victory candidates. 11 This meeting was primarily an 
organizational cnsj as there have been no further open meetings, it Can be 
said that the Hollywood Democratic Committee is still in the process of forma- 
tion. 


following: 


The call for this initial meeting was signed by: 

./ALTER ABEL 
MARC COliHELLI 
WALTER KUSTCII 

The speakers for this organization wero listed as the 


MART UcCALL, JR. 

WALTER HUSTON 
MARGARET BENNETT 

ROBERT Vi. KENNY (Attorney General of the 
State of California) 

EUSGELL GLEASON, chairman 

Of the foregoing the following have been identified aa 
cooperating with and active in other Communist fronts in Hollywood: 

EAR? Vice ALL. JR . is President of the Cere on Writers Guild, 
the bargaining agency for the Hollywood Screen Writers. She has been active 
and is still active in Communist front organizations such as the Hollyvwod 
Writers Mobilization for Defense, Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, Hollywood League 
for Democratic Action, Motion Picture'Bemocratic Conmittee, and she is a fel- 
low traveller. 


MARC CONHgnj is"a screen writer. He is also a member of # 
the league of American Writers and is active in the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
zation for Defense. He ie the chairman of the Hollyvwod Writers Mobilization 
Conmittee for Interchange of cultural Material with Writers in the Soviet Union. 
He is a fellow traveller. V\^5 



NALTER HUSTON is a screen actor. He is not identified 
specifically with membership in. the Communist front organizations, but is sym- 
pathetic toward Soviet Russia and its form of goverrment. This information 
has been obtained from press releases regarding his parts in pictures from 
time to time. 


MARGARET EENN3TT is t member of the Screen Office Em- 
ployees Guild, a studio labor union affiliated vdth the Conference of Studio 
Unions, a Communist front controlled group under the leadership of HERBERT Kt. 
SGRRELL. Miss BENNETT follows the Communist Party line in al T her union ac- 
tivities. 


ROBERT *7. KENNY was formerly state senator of California. 

He was elected Attorney General of the state of California during the last 
November election. It can be stated here that Hr. KZKHY is a fellow traveller. 
He has consorted with known Communist groups. He has supported protests 
against the deportation proceedings of HARRY BRIDGES. He was also connected 
with the 3CIRIEIDIHIIAN-D0RSEY Defense Committee. He is a close associate of 
Attorney LEO GALLAGHER, a known Communist in Southern California who handles 
most of the Communist Party* s legal business. Hr. KENNY is President of the 
National Lawyer's Guild, a Communist controlled organization. 

RUSSELL GLEASON is the son of JAILCS and LUCILLE GLEASON, 
both of whom have been involved in Communist front activity in Hollywood. 

Hr. GLEASON £5 looked upon as an active sympathizer with Communist causes. 

At the initial meeting of this group on January 14, 1943 
the following well known Cdiauunists of long stan ding attended and participated 
in discussions from the floor: 

J. K. (SPIKE) 'JATTACE, business representative of Musi- 
cians Local No* 47* 

KER3SRT K. SORREIL, business representative of the Studio 
painters Local 644 and President of JiHe Conference of Studio Unions. 

JOHN HONAND IAV5QN. member of the League of American 
YTriters, American Peace Mobilization and a teacher in the ’Triters School, 
ana has been active in many other front organizations. 

5D J. GILBERT, business representative of the Screen Of- 
fice Employees Guild. 

A more complete record of the Communist activities of all 
of these parties appears heretofore in this report. 
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In addition to the above the following well Renown fellow 
travellers and party line followers were in attendance or mentioned by the 
Chairman as supporters of this organization. 

SIDiST 3UCHMAN. a writer. He is a member of the League 
of American *, Writers. He supported the American Peace Mobilization and is a 
teacher in the Writers School. 

GI3ICT is a writer and a member of the League 
of American V'riters. He supported the American Peace Mobilization and is a 
writer in the Mriters School. He also engages in other Communist front or- 
ganizations and activities. 

HARO ID SMITH is business representative cf Local 695 of 
the I.A.T.S.L. He is a fellow traveller. 

SHEPARD TRAU3S is a writer and member of the League of 
American Writers. He is active in the lotion Picture Democratic Committee 
and was active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the Hollywood League of 
Democratic Action, and was a member of the American Peace Mobilization. 

7JILLIA11 (SILL) MORRIS. JR . is the owner of the Morris 
^Booking Agency in Hollywood. He is a fellow traveller who provides strong 
support financially to front organizations and is an ardent follower of the 
Communist Party line. 


A s stated, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is now in 
the process of formation and it is believed that it will very shortly emerge 
as a fixed organization. Up to the present time it has followed the usual 
pattern of a Communist front organization. 


MOTION PICTURE ARTISTS COMMITTEE 
(Communist Front Organization) 




{^Source 4-C has informed^i^t the Motion Picture Artists 
Committee was a group set up to y»rk in conjunction with a larger national 
organization, the north American Cocmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. This 
latter Committee was the outgrowth of a series of previously created "Spanish 
Aid 11 groups, all under the control of the Communist Party. They were all set 
up for the purpose of aiding the Communist program in Spain during the civil 
war in that country. 


The original organization set up by the Communist Party 
in 1936 was called the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy. Shortly there^ 
after the North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy was formed. In 


1938 the two were merged and called the Medical Bureau and North American- 
oittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. Meanwhile there was the American Friends of 
Spanish Democracy. Later this group joined the larger one* After the Spanish 
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civil war cams to an end in April, 1939 a new organization ras 3et up. It 
was called the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign. In Larch 1940 there was dis- 
sension within the group, 3orae of the members objecting to Communist domina- 
tion, The Communists retained control, however, and renamed it temporarily 
the Emergency Conference to Save Spanish Refugees. In 1941 it was renamed 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, after absorbing another 
group which had sprung up overnight callod Dorothy Parker' 3 Spanish Children's 
P.SlieT Fund. Out of that muddled up ancestry came the Motion Picture Artists 
Canmittee. 

The purposes of al] the above organizations v/ere identical, 
all being Communist controlled. Those purposes wore the collection of funds 
and recruiting of ycung men to join the Abraham Lincoln Brigade^ to fight with 
the loyalists in Spain, Hundreds of thousands of dollars were collected and 
never accounted for, and thousands of young Americans were induced to go to 
Spain for the glory of the Communist cause. 

The officers of the Lotion Picture Artists Committee were 
the same as those we find in many other fronts. All were monbers of the League 
of American Writers. 

- JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
~ IHCHALL 3LAJ-XF0RT 

- LESTER COHEN 
-SCI1ARLES PAGE, Secretary 

The Executive joard is as follows: 

DONALD OGDEN STEWART 
HERBERT BIEEELAN 
SID LET BUCHUAH 
•DUD LSI NICKOIS 
MADELINE RUTHVSN 
Lsins umsToiffi 

FL3RENCE ELDRIDCE (wife of FREDERIC MARCH) 
KUMPHREI COBB 
F RANCKQ T TONE 
SAMSON RAPHASLSQN 




The sponsors were: 

Dr. HERBERT AIEXANDSS 
MELVIN DOUGLAS 
THEODORE DREISER 
PAUL MUNI 
PHIL LI P 1EEI7ALS 
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Judge ROBERT ’,7. KSNNX (now Attorney General 
of the state of£ali to rnla ) 

ARCHIE AID EacLflSH 

SHEKUOOD ANDERSON 
B37IASP A RKOIP 
P3C0L K. DOUGLAS . 

RICHARD ARIZN 
AI, TONIC 3HEHZA 
FAiaa HURST 
SYLVIA 3 DIET 
SINCLAIR LEWIS 
MARTHA GRAHAM 
RICKARD CGEIELL 

One of the projects sponsored by these Spanish Aid Com- 
raittees was the Rescue Ship Mission. This was the proposed fitting out of a 
3 hip which was to s ail from the United States and rescue Loyalist refugees 
interned in Southern France. It was proposed to raise J 300,000 to fit out 
the ship, which was to be called the "Lovcen". Funds for this venture were 
still being collected as late as August 19R1. It may ce stated that the ship 
never sailed and no accounting was made of the funds collected. 


Many innocents were inveigled in this venture. HELEN 
iSLLSE, HAROLD RZIGEIEAN and others resigned when they discovered it was a 
Communist front. Nestings were held, and money raised in KoHyrocd, under 
the direction of LION FTJCKT7ALGSR and SHEET 3UCKMAN. All the Hollywood 
Commurdst intellectuals supported the drive. 


Among the sponsors in Hollywood were; 

LION F5UCHT?AI'!CISR t writer, propagandist, refugee, Ccm- 
munist Party line follower. 

v SIDNEY EUCHMAN, writer, member of the League of American 

" >r -A7rit era. ~ 

\ 

MARC 3LITZSTEIN, writer, member of the League of American 

'.Triters. 


Writers . 

Studios. 


ZGROTHY PARKER. writer, member of the League of American 
KERMAN SHUMLIN, 
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wood Chapter were: 
Writers. 

and Investigation. 



SKERTCOD AKD33S0M, writer and dramatist. 

The sponsors of the UKIHD SPaUISH AID CQt?f[TT£E, Holly— 

DOROTHY PAPiCP., writer, member of the League of American 

CAREY Mc’.TTTT.TA^.Congiunist and Commissioner of Housing 


can Writers; 


can 'friters. 

■frit era. 

American Writers. 


Writers. 


■VT 
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IP.VIHG PICKET.. Director and member of the League of Ameri- 
PAUL' 1PNI, actor. 

1LARC ST.TT^STfTni. Composer, member of the League of Ameri- 
LAHGSTOH HUGHES, writer, member of the League of American 
DO HAIL QGDSH 3TEWAP.T . writer; mamoer of the League of 
FP4HK TUTTLE. Director. 

JQHH ’,£aL 5Y, writer, member of the League of American 

HERBERT K. SORRELL, Labor leader and Communist. 
GGOR^JBCTDIE, artist* 

EDWARD BIBEHMAN. artist, brother of HERBERT 3IBE52IAN. 

U0I7 lEUCHTlTAIIGSR, writer, propaganda t and a refugee. 

JQhh GARP1.E1D, actor* 
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Dr. AAROi. ACoL.'OrV., psychiatrist (deceased). 

Prof. J. 0PF5UH5IL5E, Stanford professor. 

G30P.G3 ICDJ.7SLL. state chairman. Industrial delations. 

Judge SiVii;L3Y LOFFITT, Justice of the Peace, last side. 

3/11 HOUSiC!' ALLCU, Poor politician, head of the 5. I. A. 

JQHI; ALSO;: rOHE, County supervisor, Los Angeles County. 

Judge B. PAY 3HAUL3, Superior court judge. 

GALS SC/DIIjI/iAP-Q, Screen actress, vdfe of HJJjLRT EIELPMAN 

The Secretary nr.d '/ice-chairman of the last named organiza- 
tion ’.-/as JACK A7SP0FT, and admitted member of the Communist Party. 



HQLLG.LOC CUi:iTT5Z 501*. '..?.ZmS IS SXIIL 
(Communist Iron't organization) 

^Source A-D has repo rteoj that vjnile this committee was a 
-.ocal organization ana apparently confined its activities to the liollyrood 
section, raising money ana spreading propaganda for its purposes, it had its 
origin in, and cooperated with the various "Spanish aid" committees set up by 
the Communist Party during the perioa of the Spanish civil rar. 

At that time many Communist vnriters, artists, journalists 
and professionals had gone to Spain to support the Communist activities among 
hhelny flli st forces. T1 >ev came from .many countries, at tho same time there 
wer^nany intellectuals within Spain who leaned toward, tha Coammist cause. It 
was in the midule of that perioa that the writers, artists and intellectuals 
had become imbued with social concepts of LLNUI and STALE!. The world was all 
out of joint and it was up to them to fix it up and the place to start was 
Spain. 


LUIS ARIQuISTAU, a Spanish writer had this to say about 


the situation: 


"I am speaking now of tha so-called Communist sympa- 
thizers, the fellow travellers who were so activo. in giving the Span- 
ish Communists the power and influence they already had... They were 
astonishingly numerous among our bourgeoisie where they fojjj»d large 
and influential groups. ‘Jritsrs, journalists, artists and m 
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,f I an mentioning the unhappy part this group played 
in Spain because I happen to know the great influence similar groups 
are exerting in France, England and the U.S.A. One of the reasons 
why I an ^giving this resume of Spanish experiences is to teach them t __ 
a lesson. 

New Leeder, 6-3-39. 


After the Spanish civil war ended in April, 1939, many 
of these Communists and fellow travellers were caught and interned in camps. 
Others escaped into France and North Africa and interned there. Some es- 
caped and got back to the countries from which they came. Later other writers 
and artists escaped from Germany and occupied France and became stranded in 
neutral countries in Europe, especially Portugal. Others are still in concen- 
tration camps in Germany and occupied France. 

It was to aid these exiled writers, artists and profes- 
sional people that the Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile was allegedly 
created. The purpose was to raise funds for their relief Tin er ever needed and 
plans were made to get them into the United States eventually. 

All of this would be moat laudable if it were not that 
the committee was interested only in those refugees who were Communists, fel- 
low travellers and sympathizers with the cause of communism. So true is this 
that the Communist Party, of which the Hollywood Committee for Writers in 
Exile is a front, advocated the deportation back to Spain, France or Germany 
of those writers and artists who did not agree with its domination of the in- 
tellectuals of those countries. 

An example of this discrimination is the attempt of the 
Communist Party to force the Government of Mexico to deport three writers, 

"'"OR SERGE, JU LIAN GORKIN and LIARCEAU PI7ERT. These men had escaped from 
and France and were in Mexico City. But beceuse they objected to Corn- 
domination of the Spanish Loyalist forces in the civil war and opposed 
'T'.uniBt Party in principle, the Hollywood Comnittee for Writers in Exile 
ier no circumstances, aid these refugees. The main purpose of the 
’oflmittee for Writers in Exile was stated by GARS IN KANIN, fellow 
lotion picture director in Hollywood, et a meeting of this cocmit— 
the Beverly Wiishire Hotel on November 26, 1940 to an audience of 
directors, actors and writers, es follows t 

“Hollywood today could use the brains that KITIER 
mcentretion camps. There ere not enough brains in 

'duce the 500 stories annyally needed by the film • 

00 ^ 
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at the Meeting: 


Five thousand dollars was collected at this meeting. 

Hollywood Reporter 11— J7 -hO. 

nr™ fnV.n^nc refugee writers and artists 


•ntAT*A 




t \X j-' TlJj DO^ LTfr . 
LEON METTLED. 
LEONARD FRANK 
DR. KURTZ NEUMAN 
FREDERICK TGRBES G 
ALFRED PCLG/iR 
ksh-trick RANK 



ft it of the above are Germans. 

The following are the active members of the Committee 


DON AID OGDEN STEWART, Chairman 
SIDNEY BUCHUAN 
SHERIDAN GIBNSY 
UkRIAN SPITZER 


(All the above are menders of the League of American 
writers ana teach in the Holl^od Writers School) 


\ 


Sponsors are: 


DOROTHY PARKER, writer and fellow traveller. , ^ _ 

«“•> CK0D0EC7 ' Motion 


H. S. KRAFT 

MARC BLITCSTSn: 

HUMAN SHUMLIK 
fredefic march 

GARSIN KANIN 
HELEN CL'inAGEN > 

LANGS TOR HUGHES 
CARET McTMLLIAIS 
HYING rlCHEL 
FRANK TL TTIE 
JOHN LTXTEY 
JEAN MUIR 
PAUL MUNI 
JOHN GARFIELD 

DOROTHY COLTEIGORE, actress. 


’,-ri.fe of RICHARD COPIES 



/ 
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GEORGE 7.HXMER, Booking agent 

LION FEUCHTWANGER (himself a refugee writer t 

ROBERT RQSSEN, writer 



T TTT.TA M DIETERLE, director 
JOHN CROWELL, director 


All of the above are identified with other Communist 
front activities ir. the Hollywood section. 

The Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile is just an- 
other of the maze of Communist dominated interlocking front organizations. 


JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMM ITTEE 
(Cocmunist front organisation) 

^Source A-E has reported'^at this Communist inspired and 
controlled organization, is an outgrowth of 'various Communist front organiza- 
tions that were set up during the Spanish civil war period when the Soviet 
Union and the Communist Party were engaged in capturing the Loyalist cause in 
Spain. There had ccme into existence in the United States at that time the 
following organizations: 

NEDICAL BUREAU TC AID 3PAJ1SH DEMOCRACY 
EiETK AIEEICAK CGiHITTES TO AID SPLOSH DEMOCRACY 
13DICAL BUREAU AND NORTH AMERICAN COMUTTES TO AID 
SPANISH DEMOCRACY 
SPANISH REFUGEE RELIEF CAMPAIGN 
2ERSECY COIFETENCZ TO SATE SPANISH REFUGEES 
SPANISH CHILDREN r S RELIEF FUID 
SPANISH REFUGEE SKIP 1HSSI0N 
FRIENDS OF THE ABEAliAil LINCOLN BRIGADE 
H0LL1TTOGD CQMLSTTES FOR YTPITZES IN E2XL5 
UNITED AMERICAN SPANISH AID COICITTEE 

The foregoing organizations were set up under the direc- 
tion of the Communist Party, and at one time or another, *1 1 functioned in the 
United States. 


YJhen Prussia entered the war on the sice of the United Na- 
tions, the Spanish Civil «ar episode was relegated to past history, as all 
efforts of the Communists in the United States must now be cevotea to winning 
the war for Russia's sake. 




£ 
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As a result of this situation all these organizations, 
ana their remnants have now been incorporated ^nto one group, the J 0 HIT 
AilTI-FASCIST HZFUCE COLflXTTIS. It is national in scope; and has an office 
and branch in Hollywood, California. The purpose of the organization, as 
stated by the Secretary of the Hollywood branch, HELZN II. FISCHER,^ is to 
raise funds and give all aid possible in every way to those Spanish, Carman 
ena Trench refugees now interned in concentration camps in Zurope; and 
wherever and whenever possible bring them to the United States, or the 
Americas. 


u £rhis organization being completely Communist dominated, 

I is interested only in those refugees wnoss political opinions coincide with 
I those who are in control of this committee. J 

At the present tine the headquarters of the committee 
are locatec. at 3505 Sunset loulevard, Hollywood. The offices are sumptously 
equipped and the committee apparently is well equipped financially. 

[a check of the personnel and those in charge and active 
in the organization snows the same names find control that had been observed 
in all the other Hollywood Communist front organizations, They are the fol- 
io ring; y' 

PHI T TTP ~ RIVALS, Honorary Chairman. LI r. MZRIVALE is 
described as an En gli sh actor now appearing in notion pictures. Hr. LGRI7AU3 
is a fellow traveller, having been active in the New Tneatre league, and vari- 
ous cultural organizations in Hollywood over a period of years— a fellow trav- 
eller. 


lira. TDfAKP CHGDCaOV , Chairman. This is the wife of 
gOTAHD CHOBOROV, a member of the League of American 'Writers, and a close fel- 
. lqqr traveller with the Communist Party. He has followed the line from the 
Prd 4tl j t- Front period, into the Fifth, or Pact Period, .vhen he was connected 
v,lth the American Peace Mobilization. She’ has done likewise. 

~ HSLZN M. FISCHER , Secretary. LIis3 FISCHER is a newcomer, 
having just suddenly "appeared". She has not been shown heretofore In the 
Hollywood section. 


Hiss FISCHER stated that the organisation has no board of 
directors or executive board, but does have a "working conraittes". The "Tfork 
ing Committee" is composed of the following parties: 


Mrs. 3 ID MS? C'JCHHAN, wife of SIDHST BUCHHAN, League of 

. ' 


American TTrxters, and a staunch fellow traveller. 


I 
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ROBERT RSSSEN. member of the League of American VJriters, 
chairman of the Hollywood '.Titers Mobilization, a fellow traveller, member of 


/*» »s ^ /»o ' 1 i w + 1 hn 

* -l. S..W1 a -/uu» a^awAViij 
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K. S. (HY) KRAFT , member of the League of American 
Writers, Hollywood Writers Uobilization, a fellow traveller, member of the 
American Peace Uobilization, etc. 


GEORGE ttTTXKER, theatrical booking agent, formerly West- 
ern Representative of "New Massee". 

DOROTHY COHLJTGCaB. screen actress, fellow traveller, wife 
of RICHARD C0LLI2S of the League of American Writers. 

JCSRKEY RIVER, vdfe of W. L. RIVER of the League of Ameri- 
can Writers, American Peace Mobilization, and fellow traveller. 

ANNA REVERB - no record. 


MARIAN SPITZES, League of American Writers, American Peace 
Mobilization, and a long record of fellow traveller. 

TAHARA GEVA, formerly of the New Theatre League and other 
front organizationej a fellow traveller. 

Miss PISCES stated that the organization had no list of 
members; that the organization was the committee which called meetings, col- 
lected funds and attended to all business of the organization. She gave the 
following as the sponsors of the organization. 


VTAiiJ itt. HUSTON — Screen SCtOr* Said fcllyw' 

OLIVIA DeHAV TTJAH D - Screen actress. 

■TU T .TEN DU7IVXER - French motion picture director, now 
. employed in Hollyiwod* 

/ HEINRICH UANN - German refugee writer, now in Hollywood. 

LION FEU OTTNAN GEE - German refugee writer, a fellow trav- 
eller fanatically devoted to Communism and 
the Soviet Union. Auflhor of "Moscow 1937"* 

DAT/E MAI TPilTTY - elderly screen actress. 
pp-TT TA»f \r>t7PTg;~ .jp„ . theatrical booking-^s*nt in Holly- 
wood and a close fellow traveller j 

Mrs. ANN T.THR - Connected with HoUywood charitable orgari- 
zationa. 


a i • ** 


Tnat tne Joint Anti-Fascist ftefu^a Cc™d.tta6 is another 


Communist front organization there can be no doubt, j 
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LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS. HQT.T^mm CHAPTER 


Tcbamnnist Front OrganiaationT 
fsource baa reporte^that the League of American 



Writers, since its formation in April, 193% in New York City, has been and 
still is ons of the most influential and far-reaching Communist front organi- 
zations ever aet up in this country. Because of the fact that it has succeed- 
ed in drawing into its ranks many writers of national and international repu- 
tation, it has been able to exercise, by using organized pressure and tha full 
strength of the Communist machine on books, magazines, periodicals and the 
press, an influence of serious proportions. As a propaganda instrument of the 
Communist Party it has rendered and is rendering outstanding service to the 
foreign policy of the Soviet Union. 


^The Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers 
is particularly of extreme importance because, operating through its members 
who are firmly intrenched in the motion picture industry, it c* » 
exercise a most insidious ipf],nanga < ?yer the type of picture produced. At 
tBB present time an examination will show that in almost every case where a 
picture is being made dealing with the war situation as it affects the Soviet 
Union, the writer or writers, and in «»»iw directors, are persons who 

have been identified as members of the League of American Writers, or as 
having been involved in other Communist front activities in the Hollywood 
section. ^ This is extremely important inasmuch as the motion picture is now 
considered necessary to national defense. 


[The parentage and control of the League of American 
Writers by the Communist Party cannot be doubted. It is a matter of record. 

In November, 1930 * Congress of so-called "revolutionary writers" was held 
in Kharkov, Russia. At this congress a program was laid down for an Inter- 
national Union of Revolutionary Writers which was to operate in all countries 
outside the borders of the Soviet Union. The basic purpose of this Union was 
to organize intellectuals, particularly writers, in all countries, indoctrdLa- * 
ate them with the philosophy of Marxian Communism and then create cultural 
organizations for the defense of the Soviet Union* These organizations would 
work in cooperation with the various sections of the Communist Internationale 
(Comintern) throughout the v»rld.]|^l ^ J -) 


The delegatee from the United States vtoo attended the 
Kharkov Congress, one of wham was MICHAEL COLD and who was one of those 
chiefly instrumental in organizing the League of American Writers, made, a 
report, and this report is published in "New Masses" for February, 19 31 <4^7 

Meanwhile [there had already been set up in the larger J 
cities of the United States groups of writers, artists and intellectuals A 
called "John Reed Clubs". (Hollywood had its John Reed Club from 1932 to 
(1935).- But as these John Reed Clubs were more in the nature of groups Cbr 
inspired by local Communist influences, they did not serve the aims of the- 





Communist Party in a sufficiently disciplined manner. In January, 1935 a 
Co agrees of John Reed Clubs was held in New lone City. At this congress which 
wae composed of delegatee from the clubs wherever located, a decision wae made 
to call a Congress of American Writers to work out a plan for more efficient 
cooperation. The call waa issued for April 1935, the Congreee to be held in 
New Tork City.} On April 24 to 27, 1935 at the New Scho ol f or S ocial Research, 
the co agrees was held, [it wae called FIRST AMERICAN WRITERS CONGRESS .J 

^One result of this congreee was the formation of the 
League of American Writere, and at the eame time it elected what was called 
a National Council. This National Council then affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Union of Revolutionary Writers before mentioned which had ite head- 
quarters in Moscow, Russia. Thus, through the action of -ite National Council, 
the League of American Writers became an affiliate of this international revo- 
lutionary organisation which has always been under the control of the Commun- 
ist party of the Soviet Union, J The members of the National Council were the 
following: 

'MICHAEL BLANKFQRT 
VAN WICK BROOKS 

/ H1EEI CARLISLE 
EUGENE CLAT 
MERIE COLBT — 

LEONARD EHRLICH 
- ANGEL FIORES 


SIDNEY HOWARD 
MOLSSHE NADIR 
CLIFFORD COSTS 
JOSEPH OPATOSHU 

REBECCA PITTS- — 

AC3JBS SE qpigr 
JAMES WATfiaZAN WISE 


greee was 



\jThe principal speaker at this First American Writers Con-v 
EARL BROWDER.} 


^Other known Communists busy at this congress were: 




MICHAEL GOID - Now columnist on the "Daily Worker" • 

CLARENC E HAT HAWAY - Then editor of the "Daily Worker". 

JOSEPH W dstitui - member of the staff of, the "New Uassee". 
ATJTAwnER TRACHTENBERG - a Party leader and head of Interna- 
tional Publish ere. 

MDI3SAXE J. QLGLf, Party leader and author of "Why Comannima" 

(deceased) 

GPAWV TT.TR HICKS - Teacher at Harvard University and self-adnitted 
wmber of the Comuniet Party* 


r 


f 


and many others.} 


Congrees were: 


Thoee who eignsd the call for this First American Writers 


EARL BROWDER - Communist Party member. 
MICHAEL GOID - Comuni at Party member. 


"cwroaHJAk 
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/Oakville hick s 

THBODOHE DREISER 
' NATHAN ASCH 
LESTER -COHO! 

(ottahiT dahlbeeg - 

JOHN L. SPIVAK - 
NEISON ALSREN 
ARNOLD B. ARMSTRONG 
MAXWELL BODENHEBI 
THOMAS BOID 
BOB BROWN 
FIEIDINC BURKE 
KENNETH BURKE 
ROBERT COATS 
ERSKINE CAIP WELL - 
ALAM C AIMER 
ROBERT CANTWELL - 

£jack coKRcrr 

malcqim covzlet 
/W ENDOSE 
JAMES T. FARRELL - 
KENN ETH FEARING - 
BEN FIELD 
7TAIDQ FRANK 
[JOSEPH FREEMAN - 
VEUGENE GORDON 
HORACE GESGOKT 
- HENRI HART 
[CLARENCE KATHAWAI- 
J03EPHINE HERBS T 
ROBERT HERRICK 
[LANGSTON HUGHES 
QRRICK JOHNS 
ARTHUR KALIET 
T.TMOQLN K IRSTE IN 


— Conmuniet P&rty member /fi\) 


Fellow traveller* _ . . 
Coamurust Party member 


** Not a Communist Party member* 
n ii n w a 


- Fellow traveller. 


M 

N 

a 

N 


a 

II 

n 

a 


Communist Party member 7) (f) 0*-) 
Fellow Traveller. -/jr 

Comnunist Party member*Wl tA- J 
Not a Communist Party Member** 
Fellow traveller. 

Fellow traveller. lJ / 

Communist Party member Xj^) 
u n " ' 

Fellow traveller. * 

Communist Party memborTWj [x } 


- Fallow Traveller. 

Communist Party memberT^fafj 
Fellow traveller. f 

Fellow traveller. 

Communist Party member 


- Fellow Traveller. , / : \ 

- Com uniat Party member/] 

- Fellow traveller. ' 


HERBERT KTTN R 
Joshua kunitz 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
T TT.T.TR IERNER 

[meridel lesueur - 

MELVIN LEVT 
ROBERT MORSE LOVETT - Fellow traveller. 
LOUIS 10 ZO WICK 
GRACE LUMPKIN 
LEVEES MUMFORD 


Fellow traveller, 
a a 


\ 
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HJWAKD NESHQUSE I 

(JOSEPH NORTH - Conmuiniart Party member J (r^ 
HQISSAIE J. OLGIN- » « * (now dead) 

SAMUEL ORNITZ ■ " " 

1ETRA PACE > - Fellow traveller. 

JOHN DOS PASSOS - * - " M (Now anti Communist 

* . Party) 

PAUL PETEBS 1 " 

AT, TEN PORTER 
HAEOH) PSESCE 
WTI.T.TAM ROIXUB, JR. 

PAUL RQMAINB s / v 

Communist Party member _V mX 


f V/O 


■X 


(JSADQR SCHNEIDER - 
EDWIN SEAVER 
CLAIRE SIFTON 
PAUL SIFTON 
GEORffl SKLAR 

LINCOIN STEFFENS - 
P HTTJJP STEVENSON 


Fellow traveller. 

n n 


(Probably Communist 
Party member) 


CENEVIEVE TAGGAED- " " , UN 

/ALEIAHJER TRACHTENBERG - Coamunist Party member Jd/ \ 
NATHANIEL TOST .> , \ 

[ELIA MAE WINTER - Communist Party meaberj^ ( 

RICHARD WRIGHT “ n u (Negro) 

At the conclusion of the Congress and. for some time there- 
after the League of American Writers operated as a national organization. The 
Hollywood Chapter had not yet been formed. The result of a call issued by 
HARTU CARLISIE, one of the National Council of the League of American 7/riters 
and a member of the Conmunist Party, was a nation wide meeting of the Wgetern 
riter s Con gress in San Francisco, California, on November 13, 1936, This _ 

. mgrese wae under the firm control of the Conmunist Party ae hail, been the 
Fi rst Am erican Writers Congress. VICTOR J. JEROME, a ranking functionary in 
the Communist Party la New York was sent out to guide the proceedings and ad- 
dress this Western Writers Congreee. HARE? BRIDGES was also oqs of ths prin- 
cipal speakers. In addition to the abovs, other well known Communists who 
assisted in maintaining Communist Party control over the congreee were the 
following: 

/HASH T CARLES IZ - Conmunist Party member*.^ ^ 

MICHAEL GOID -- ■ 

CLARA HEATHESWAX - ■ 

EDNA SILVERTON - " 

WILLIAM B. HOLTHER - " 

DONAID OGDEN STEWART- * 


N 

N 


n 

s 
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Congress were: 


ELI A MAE WINTER 
GERALD STRANG 


- Communist Party member* 

r a » 


- Fellow traveller 


Those who signed the original call for the Western Writers 


IDUIS ADAMIC - Liberal 

HOWARD BAKER 
ERNEST SUTHERLAND BATES 
CALVIN BRIDGES 
MIRON BRINIG 

WITTER BYTCER - Fellow traveller 

HUMFRHEI COBB " " 

CLARKSON CRANE 
H. L. DAVIS 
HARVEI FERGUSON 

SARA BARD FISH) - Fellow traveller 

LINCOLN FITZEIi 

MARTIN FLAVIN 

MIRIAM ALLEN de FORD 

EISA GIDLOff - Fellow traveller 

MICHAEL QOID - Communist Party member 

HOWARD HUli 

JAMES HOPPER 

HELEN HOYT i , v 

H5IDNEI HOWARD - Coxanunist Party member 

ALEXANDER KAUN - Fellow traveller / 

HERBERT KLEIN ■ ■ 

ROBIN LAMPSON 

CARET MCWILLIAMS - Communist Party member (member of 

Unit 42, Profeasional Section) 

SELDEN MKNEF'KS 
H. G. MEKRIAiT 
MAI MILLER ' ' 

RICHARD NEUHERGSR 

DOROTHY PARKER - Fellow traveller 
KENNETH REXROTH " " 

ELMER RICE " " * 

IRWIN SHAW * * vJ \ 

H A BROTHERS SHORE - Communist Party member JCtALK/ 
N SINCLAIR - Fellow traveller ~ Socialist 
SLESINGER - Communist Party member] (V ) (Lb) 

S N STEINBECK - Fellow traveller v 

RA WXATHEKWAX - Communist Party memberj (\7 , 

IE de L* WELCH- Fellow traveller v\r 

UlTHiMTBT. WW** * ~ 


- Coxanunist Party 1 

- Fellow traveller 


mmber^fj.) 




LTESS SLESINGER - 

JOHN STEINBECK - 

(CLARA WKATHEKHAX - 
AH . E de L* WELCH— 
NATHANIEL WEST. 
U2SLXE T. WHITE 


i 


o 
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This group continued to function under the name of the 
Western Writers Co agrees until October, 1937 when the membership voted to 
go over in a body and join the League of American Writers national organiza- 
tion. After this action was taken the (next step was the formation of the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers. The purpose in forming 
this group was to tale in those writers who were employed in the motion pic- 
ture industry in order to concentrate more efficiently on the production of 
motion pictures.' Headquarters were set up in Hollywood and the organisation 
has functioned steadily since its formation^ 

The officers of the Hollywood Chapter are* 

ALBERT HALTZ - President 

GIZNDA SULLIVAN - Secretary 

Both of the above hare been identified with such Commune 
1st front organisations as, HOLLYWOOD ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE, LEAGUE FOB PEACE AID 
DEMOCRACY, AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION, HOLLYWOOD LEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC AC- 
TION, etc. 


lowing! 


Those most active in the Hollywood Chapter are the folr- 




/ 


GEORGIA BACKUS 
JOHN BOYLAN 
SIDNEY BUCHMAN - 
VERA CASPAHY 
EDWARD CHODQBOV 
JEROME CBQDOBQV 
RICHARD COLLINS 
NORMAN CORWIN 
FRANK DAVIS 

Prof. FRANKLIN FEARING - 


Fellow Traveller 

■ 


/ydur 


EMDOHE A 
JOSEPH FIELDS 
SHERIDAN G IBBE T 
DN GRANT 
ING8TER 
/ PAUL JARRICO' 
VAHW 

7 JOHN HOWARD LAWS 
)BERT LSB3 
LEVIN 
17TB LEVY 
(MILTON MERLIN 




— University 
of California at Los Angeles 
Comduniet Party member}/^? (’Ll ) 
Fellow Traveller V 

■ • . 

Communist Party member] t ; (u_A 
Fellow Traveller ' v 

a. a 
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DODLET NICBQIfl . 
4TCB OBOIZR 
EEVIHG REIS 
FRED RINAIDO 
T. L. Rim 


Follow Traveller 



ROBERT ROSSKi ■ • 

✓WAIDO SAM • • 

BUM) mflON'SCHDIBEBG - Toung Canonist League and Cownn- 

ist Party meaber 


ALLAN SCOTT - Follow traveller 

f SCHJIARTZ - • • ■ 

BROTHERS SHCKB- Co— uniat Party amber 
SIESINGEB ■ ■ 

D OGDEN STUART- • ■ 

N TEUMBO - Follow traveller 


rl+“> 


Each and everyone of the above have boon identified aa 
sponsors of, meaber* in or active in support of each Co— uniat front organi- 
zation* aa t 


AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND DBOCRACT 

aOLLmOCD ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE 

BOLLTNOGD LEAGUE FOR DEICCRATIC ACTHW 

HOLLHOQD PEACE FOEBM 

MOTION PICTURE DMX3LATIC CCMUTTKB 

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION 

aOILHOCD THEATRE ALLIANCE 

OONTSMPOSAEI THEATRE 

UNITED SPANISH AID CGUdTTB 

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST HEFUGH5 manm 

WSf THEATRE ISAGUE 

MOTION PICTURE ASSISTS CCUOTTB 




tlhe Hollywood Chapter of the League of Meerican Nriters 
haa aa on organisation followed the Cr— uniat Party lino ever aince it was 
first established.^ 

Oaring the I^pular Frost period it supported all other 
organisations which followed the party line. It haa protested officially the 
deportation proceedings against HAHSZ BRIDGES. It was officially affiliated 
with the Hollywood Anti-Nasi League and the Motion Picture D— ocratie Co— ittee. 
It haa sponsored naaa neetinga of protest against the Dies Ccmaittee. 
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Previous to the signing of the pact between STALIN and 
HTT T.^R , it was all out for defeat of Fascism and Naziisn. It published those 
principles to the world through the issuance of leaflets, articles and its 
own publication "Black and White 11 , 

When the pact betvjeen STALIN and HITIZR was signed it com- 
pletely reversed ite official position and condemned the war as imperialist; 
opposed aid to Britain; opposed the selective service act; demanded isolation 
for the United States. And during that period of the Pact it officially en- 
dorsed the AIQUCAN PEACE MOB ILIZA TION. 

Aftsr HITIZR invaded Russia the organization officially 
issued a proclamation, which appears in ite official publication the "Clipper" 
for August, 1941, and demanded that the United States give all aid to Britain, 
and her allies; went all out for the defeat of HITIZR; Britain ceased to be 
an imperialist nation. 

Reference is here made to the issue of the "Clipper" for 
May, 1941 in which an article appeared under the headline "In the Defense of 
Culture", which was the "Call of the Fourth Congress of the League of American 
Writers". 


In eubetance it stated that the call was being made for 
the purpose of gathering together to reaffirm the aim .1 of the three previous 
congressee of 1935, 1937 and 1939. It stated, "We proclaimed our unalterable 
conviction that reaction and its ware are the greatest enemies of a free and 
flourishing culture." It further stated "In 1941 the values by which we have 
lived are facing unprecedented attack. Half of the world is at war and the 
other half is endangered by attempts to draw it into war. We had warned of 
the consequences of "non-intervention" in Spain, of aid to the aggreesor in 
C hina , of appeasement at Munich. Today these coneequences are tragically ap- 
parent. We have warned that America must be defended not by involvement in 
this war, or by steps towards dictatorship, or by pursuing a course of imper- 
ialist expansion, but by preserving peace'and expanding democracy on the eco- 
nomic, political and cultural levels. Today we must ask whether the present 
policy of the administration and the program of big business are not leading 
us toward war and Fascism in the name of resistance to war and fascism. . , • 
We know that our existence as free writers, spokeanen of a free people depends 
on out continued loyalty to the principles which govttn the work of the League 
of American Writers. We therefore call our fellow writers and our associates 
in the related crafts to the Fourth Bisnnial Congrese to consider the follow- 
ing questions. \ 

"How best as writers can we resist the drive toward 
the war and reaction which threatens our, democratic 
culture? ' 



- 159 - 



"Vfhat can we do to extend further help to persecuted 
writers of other lands? 


"TChat can we do to restore the WPA cultural projects 
and to transfonn them into permanent Peoples Art Proj- 
ects vital to the nation's strength? 

"What new technical developments in the various forms 
of writing need to be analyzed and evaluated? 

"What measures can we take to combat and surmount the 
growing restrictions on our work as honest craftsmen? 

"How can we contribute to a genuine cultural inter- 
change between the people of the Americas? 

"How can we enrich America's imperishable democratic 
literature and extend its audience?" 

It might well be stated that the policy of this organiza- 
tion in Hay, 1941 (while the HITIER-3TALIN pact was in effect) was against 
America's entrance into the viar and against preparations for defense. 


There are 123 names appearing as signers of this call to 
the Fourth Congress. Nearly all of them are known in Hollywood and many are 
in Hollywood at the present time. 


This congress was known as the "American Writers Congress" 
and was held in New York City June 6 to 8, 1941* The article stated "for in- 
formation apply to FRANKLIN FOLSOM, National Executive Secretary, League of 
American Writers, Inc., 331 Fourth Avenue, New York City." 


Attached hereto aruT marked Exhibit No. 3 - Page 1, is a 
photographic copy of this call to the Fourth Congress. 

Refexonce is also being made to an article appearing in 
the August, 1941 issue of the "Clipper" on Page 3, the editorial page, under 
the heading, "A Communication to All YTriters From the League of American 
Y/riters". The substance of this editorial appearing in the official organ 
of the League of American Writers, is that the league has urged that the wel- 
fare of the American people requires participation in every genuine anti- 
Fa3Cist struggle; that when there was still peace in the world the league 
fought to maintain it, "but now the alliance between Great Britain and the 
Soviet Union provides the people of all countries with an unprecedented op- 
portunity to rid the world of Hitlerism and a world free of fascism is essen- 
tial to the democratic institutions and culture of the United States. 
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Therefore the League advocates all imaediate and necessary measures in sup- 
port of Great Britain and the Soviet Union to insure the military defeat of 
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welfare and security of our country. We look forward to the release of our 
colleagues from the concentration camps of Europe, the return of exiled writ- 
ers to their native lands, and the extirpation of the gravest threat to our 
existence as free writers, , , , The fight against fascism cannot and must 
hot be conducted at the expense of civil liberties, trade unions rights, aca- 
demic freedom, and living standards in the United States. . . • The League 
w ill continue with renewed vigor its opposition to censorship and its efforts 
to provide more extensive outlets for anti-fascist literature. The League 

snnnnrt.s -hhe fill 1 rn aht-.s nf 1 ahon i ncl nrH nc +.ha fr crVvfc to strike.. Tt 
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alterably- opposed to anti-Semitism and discr imin ation against Negroes and the 
foreign-born." 


A photographic copy of this article ie being attached to 
this report and is marked Exhibit No. 3, Page 2. 


It should be raaembered in this connection that HITLER 
attacked STALIN on June 22, 1911 and the League of American Writers was 
following the Communist party line in Hay 1941 and it was also following 
the Communist Party line in August, 1941, although a complete "about face" 
had taken place in the Communist Party line. 
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[jhe entire record of the League of American Writers &e 
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from, the beginning conclusively shows that the Communist Party completely 
dominate© and controls both groups .1 


HDLLTTOQD SCHOOL K>R WRITERS 
(Connuniat Party front organization) 

Source H has reported that k the eo —called {S chool for Writers 
is a device by the Hollywood Chanter of the League of American Writers to be 
used as a "transmission belt" whereby budding writers and those whose ambitio 
to become writers are developed along the political lines followed by the Le 
of American Writers and conditioned for eventual maobership in the League ax 
the Communist Party. ^ 

Attracted by the huge salaries paid by the motion pic tux 
industry and the glamour attached, many persons will adopt any means to gain 
access to that favored institution. Taking advantage of t.hia eitutation, this 
writers ^School" was established in October, 1939 by the Hollywood 
the League.^ 
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There is no doubt of the control over the school by the 
League of American Writers as it is plainly stated in the 1942 Prospectus of 
the school that: 


"The Hollywood School for Writers is a non-profit 
organization founded by the LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 'vJRITEPS. 
Distinguished instructors or gi eat lecturers, many of 
■whom are members of the League, volunteer their ser- 
vices in the interests of the School and its students." 

(Introductory Note - 1942 Prospectus) 

In an printed matter the School uses the slogan: 

"WORDS ARE YOUR WEAPON— YOU M LEARN TO USE MSI." 

This is a quotation from a book written by DONALD OGDEN 
STEWART titled "Fighting Words." 

* * 4 

At the present time the School Is located at 1204 North 
Vista Street, Hollywood, California, which is also the headquarters of the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers. 

The courses taught are as follows: 


Screen writing 

.Short story 

Playwriting 

Non-fiction writing 

Radio 

Novel 

History of American literature 
News reporting 
Labor journalism 


[A careful check on all instrubtors and lecturers who 
have appeared before classes in the last two years shows that there has not 
been one who has not been identified either as a Communist Party member or 
close fellow traveller.} Each and everyone of them has followed the C o n n u n i st 
Party line frcm the Popular Front period into the Period of the Pact when he 
or she supported the American Peace Mobilization and other isolationist or- 
ganizations. Each and everyone of these instructors and lecturers have now 
followed the Communist Party line into the Post-Pact Period and are se emingl y 
super zealous patriots all out for full prosecution of the war. 


,y 
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These instructors and lecturers are i 




- Fellow traveller 

N 




_ ■ 

- Communist Party member}^ )' 
FEARING-F allow traveller 

— Communist Party member} (Y/ /oO 

- Fellow traveller 

_ ■ ■ . 

— Communist Party member J^y f UlJ 


GEORGIA BACKUS 
JOHN BOHAN 
SIDNEY BUCHUAN 
VESA CASPAHT 
EDWARD CHODOROV 
JERQUE CHODOROV 
RICHARD COLLINS 
NOSUAN CORWIN 
£FBANK DAVIS 
Prof, FRANKLIN 
[GUY ENDOEE 
JOSEPH FIEIDS 
SHERIDAN i ^ t hh kt 
£ t»N GORDON 
MORTON GRANT 
BORIS INGSTER 
PAUL JARRICO 
GORDON KAHN 
[JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
mOHERT tees 

MEIER LEVIN 
UEL7YN LEVY 
MILTON MERLIN 
LCAEET McULLIAUS 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
ARCH OBOIER 
IRVING REIS 
FRB) RINAIDO 
V. L, Rim 
ROBERT HQ6SEN 
HAROID SAIZMSON 
WALDO SALT _ 

/iRJDD WILSON SCHULSKSG- Communist Party member, Youf] 


Fellow traveller 

m m 


Communist Party member 
Fellow traveller 
Fellow traveller 

Fellow traveller 

■ ■ 

Communist Party member} (c 
Fellow traveller V 

Fellow traveller 


•ij-' ( u- J 




L Communist League 

ALLAN SCOTT - Fellow traveller 

SCHWARTZ - Fellow traveller 

VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE- Communist Party memb 

TEft s slesinger - ■ ■ 

DNAID OGDEN STEWART- ■ " 

DALTON TEDMBQ — Fellow traveller 




3 


All the above named parties are writers, 
these writers certain Hollywood directors have appeared befoi 

instructing and lecturing on the technique of the director In jaotion pic- 
tures, *~y 
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These directors are: 


(jTiANK TUTTLE — a member of the Communist Part yYv/( 

IRVING PICHEL- long a close fellow traveller * 

IASZID BEME33EK, reported to be a “European" director 
JUIES DASSIU « 

FREE ZINNHMAN- • ■ ■ ■» ■ ■ 

That the Hollywood Writers School is in reality a ••School 
for Communisa" there can be little doubt. 


HOUJTKjOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION FOR DEFENSE 
(Communist front organization j 




(^ource I has stated^ thht the Communist Party line changed 
with the invasion of Russia by R 1 T 1 JBR on June 22, 1941, and it became necessary 
for the party to dissolve such organizations as the Hollywood Peace Forum, 
Hollywood League for Democratic Action, American Peace Mobilization, Motion 
Picture Democratic Committee, and other groups which had been opposing the 
entry of the United States into the war. By February of 1942 all of theee had 
been “liquidated" and the Communist Party declared for full participation in 
the war* “Die Holljireo d section of the party fell in line and ae soon as the 
apparatus could be turned around to face in the opposite direction, new or- 
ganizations ae "fronte" wore set up. The firet of these was the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. On the surface it was just a group of pa- 
triotic Hollywood screen writers- falling in line for the defense of their 
country. In reality it was the same old League of American Writ era in a new 
makeup. To make it look more legitimate and remove as much of the peat iso- 
lationist record of the League of American Tft*itara as possible, it drew in ae 
sponsors the following labor groups in the Hollywood section: 

SCREEN up gD^ID 
RADIO WHITENS GUHJ 

’ - S CREEN PUBLICISTS GUHE » 

SCREEN HEADERS GUILD 
SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD 
INDEPENDENT PUBLICISTS GUUD 
AMERICAN NER3PAPEE GUUD 

While those sponsors seemed to give the Mobilization sup- 
port in the labor field, each one of the foregoing labor groups was under 
domination of the Canonist Party, and has followed the Canonist Party Um 
for several years* In carrying out its program was apparently all-out 

prosecution of the war in the cultural field, the Writers Mobilization 
a series of mass meetings at the Filmarte Theatre in Hollywood ‘in^the si 
of 194^. The p r incipal speakers at these meeting? were: 
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NELSON POINTER, 
meat films, wbo 


Hollywood representative for Govern 
spoke in his official position* 


DONAID OCUEN STEWART 
aoBEfer rqssen 

FRANK TUTTU5 
MART McCALL, JR. 


^WfTDIJns^ 


. - All of the four last mentioned are members of the League 

of American Writers and follow the Coomunist Party line unerringly* In addi- 
tion to meetings, the Mobilization arranged for several radio broadcasts, and 
issued an official publication called "Coanmnique ■ . 


The chairman of the Mobilization was ROBERT ROSSZN* Mr. 
ROSSEN is to all intents and purposes, a Communist* He has followed the Hn« 
of the party faithfully for years. He is a maaber of the league of American 
Writers, a teacher in the Hollywood Writers School, supported the American 
Peace Mobilization, signed the call for the Fourth Congreve of the League of 
American Writere, and has been sponsor and active in other Communist fronts 
of many kinds* 


Others prominent in the Writere Mobilization for Defense 

were the following: 





DONAID OGDEN STEWART 
DALTON TRUHBO 
GOT SN DOHE 
HENRI MTEBS 
ARCH OBOIER 
W* L. RIVER 
133W1N JUSTUS MATES 
JAT GOtRNET 
EDWARD ELT3CU 
HECTOR CHEVIGNI 

GORDON KAHN ?. 

ARTHUR KOBEB 
H. S. (HI) KRAFT 
VERA CASPAHT 


ISO MITTIER 
ALLAN SCOTT 
JERRI CHODORDV 
JULIUS EPSTEIN 
PHILLIP E PSTE IN 
MICHAEL BLANKFORT 


BARRI TRIVK3— _ 

PAUL TRIVEES. 

MARIAN SPITZES 
MILTON MERLIN 

IRVING REDS 

ROBERT USES 
FEED RINAIDO 
JOHN BRIGHT 



All of the above are the sane old names that are found in 
previous Hollywjod Coomunist front®. All have for year* been followers of the 
Communist Party Hoe* 


Early in February of 1942, the Mobilization iseued its 
publication "COMMUNIQUE" . This publication was indicative of the poeitlon of 
the Mobilization and conformed to the new Coomunist Party line* 
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The Editorial Board was composed of the following: 


MILTON MERLIN, Editor 
MICHAEL KANIN 
RING LARDNER, JR. 

IAN McIELLAN HUNTER 
JAT DRATIZR 
JACK STANIEI 
EVEIZN HUMPHHEIS 


ASA BQHDAC 
GORDON KAHN 
BILL BLOWITZ • 

JOHN McIEISH, Art editor. 


Of the above, MERLIN, KANIN, IAHDNER, 90RDAGES, KAHN and 
McLELSH are members of the League of American Writers, and staunch followers 
of the Coanunist Party line. In content this paper "Communique ■* followed the 
Communist Party line. However, it wae done very cautiously, and mostly by 
implication. It advocated the opening of a seoond front. It was in favor of 
inaediate independence for India. The negro question was handled in accord- 
ance with the party line. It recosmended books and pamphlets favoring the 
Communist position in Russia and internationally. "Soviet Power* was highly 
endorsed and recoomended, which book was written by the Dean of Canterbury. 
Pamphlets by ALVA BESSIE, a noted American Communist, were distributed 4 It 
quoted from "In Fact", an American Communist publication. It advocated an 
alliance with an organization in Moscow, Russia called "Voks* whereby cultur- 
al material could be exchanged between the two groups. It announced the forma- 
tion of a committee to work to bring about this alliance. The committee im- 
bers were the following: 





HEMET VTFRfl 
ABCH OBOLER 
HECTOR CHEVIGNT 
JOSEPH MLSCHEL 
W. L. RIVER * 

HJWH JUSTUS MAl rtK 
JAT CORNET . 

ARTHUR SCHWARTZ 
GEORGE THOMAS, Jj 
“ICE HUNTER 

(August 22, 1942 
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The Hollywood Writers Mobilization another of the in- 
terlocking group of Hollywood Communist front organisations, eet up by tha 
party to carry out its program. At the present time the organisations seems 
to be inactive. A check has shown that many of these active < irwthe organisa- 
tion have gone into various government agencies as wCit era, public relations 
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man, etc* Hie official publication "Communique" has not been issued since 
about September, 1942. 


HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN 

(Poeaibla Communist front organization) 


ont orga 

/Source 4-J has re portedjtnat [the Hollywood Canteen is a 
project est up and operated by the various labor unions and guilds connected 
with the' motion picture industry in Hollywood. As ths name implies, and as 
stated in ite literature, the purpoee of the Canteen is to furnish entertain- 
ment and recreation for men now serving in the armed forces of the United Na- 
tions. The organization is incorporated under the laws of the State of Cali- 
fornia, as a non-profit corporation. J 

Ths incorporators are: 


FLORINS BALE - Business representative of the American Guild of 
Variety Artieta, a labor union, A.F. of L* 

FLORENCE C. CADHEZ - A member of the Musicians Union, Local 47* 

BETTE DAVIS - Screen actress, member of the Screen Ac tore Guild* 

CARROLL HOLLISTER - A member of the Musicians local 47, who came 

from New York City about nine months ago. 

UER.VYN La ROY - Motion, picture producer now with Tlamar Brothers. 

JEAN I2WHJ - A member of the Screen Office Employees Guild* 

JOHN RAYMOND 


STANLEY RUBIN 

PETE RUIZ - Member of Screen Cartoonists .Guild. 

CAMERON SHIPP, screen writer, member of League of American Writers 

J. K. (SPIKE) WALLACE - Business representative of Musicians 

Local 47. 

§he movement to establish this Canteen began in August, 
1942, and was ths proposal of a group within Musicians Local 47,1 composed 
of the following: 
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J. K. WALLACE 
CAHROLL HOLLISTER 
SAH ALBERTS 
MANUEL CQUPDEKI 
AIZX OCUPINSKr 
SARAH CQMPDBKT 
JOSEPH ACHBON 
DON CHRIS TLIEB 
SOL KAPLAN 
FLORENCE CADREZ 

baron morehead 

EIMER FAIN 



£pf the foregoing the first three, WALLACE, HOLLISTER and 
ALBERTS are Comnunists and WALLACE and ALBERTS have been identified with Com- 
munist activities in the Los Angeles section.] HOLLISTER came to Ins Angeles 
from Mew York about April, 194-2. The other persons named are m ambers of the 
Musicians Union, local 47, and have not been identified with Communist or 
Communist front activities. 


Other unions officially represented on the "operating 
cocmittee" when the Canteen was first established were: 

local 47, Musicians, American Federation of Musicians 
Local 767 " * ■ ■ ■ 

American Guild. of Variety Artists 
Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Screen Office Employees Guild 
Screen Set Designers G uild 
Screen Writers Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 

(j&th the exception &f the American Guild of Variety Ar— 

- ^Lsts, all the foregoing groups are under Communist influence.] 

Other groups cooperating, but not yet officially affili- 
ated with the Canteen were: 

Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, I.A.T.SJS. 

Studio Painters, local 644. 
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At the present tine the complete liet of sponsors for the 
Hollywood Canteen la: 

Actors Equity Association * 

Affiliated Property Craft men,' I.A.T.S.E. Local 44 
American Federation of Musicians, Local 47 
American federation of Musicians, local 767 
America a Federation of Radio Artists - 
American Guild of Musical Artiste 
4 American Guild of Variety Artiets 
Actors Managers Guild 

Association of Motion Picture Costumers, IATSE Local 705 
Association of Motion Picture Producers 
Federated Amueement and Allied Crafts * 

Film. Technicians, IATSE, Local 683 
Independent Publicists 

International Photographers, IATSE, In cal 659 
International Sound Technicians, IATSE, Local 695 
Makeup Artiste,' IATSE, Local 706 
Motion Picture Hair Stylists j IATSE, Local 706 
Motion Picture Illustrators * 

Motion Picture Sat Electricians, IATSE, Local 728 
Motion Picture Studio Grips,' IATSE, Local 80 
Motion Picture Studio Projectionists, IATSE, local 165 
Motion Picture Painters, local 644 • 

Radio Writers Guild 
Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 
Screen Office Employees Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Screen Readers Guild 
Screen Set Designers Guild 

Screen Writers Guild " 

Society of Motion Picture Art Directors 
Society of Motion Picture Film Editors 
Society of Motion Picture Interior Decorators 
Songwriter^ Protective Association 
Studio Carpenters, Local 946 
Studio Electrical Workers, Local 40 

Studio of Laborers and Utility; Workers, IATSE, Local 727 
Studio Miscellaneous Employees, Local 1104 
Studio Transportation Drivers, Local 399 
Studio Utility Bnployeee, Local 724 

The officers of the Canteen are* 
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BEITS DAVIS - President 
CARROLL HOLLISTER - Vice-President 
JOHN GARFIEU) - Vice-President 
— J. K. WALLACE - Vice-President 

JEAN LEfTLN, Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 
ALFRED C. IBARRA - Treasurer 


01 the above ^OUJSTER, GARFIEU) and lEAIXACEjhave engaged 
in Conounist activities over a period of years* ^ 


The Board of Directors of the Canteen ares 


t — 


N3DRA STAFFORD 
A. C. MOWEHARQ 
FIORINE BALE 
GEORGE FIFTEID 
PAUL JAFFEB 
KELLIE MARIE MAMET 
MASON ff. MORRIS 
LESLIE THOMAS 
CARL HEAD 
A. J. HORAN 
JAMES BRIGHAM 


JOHN BOYLAN 
PEPS RUIZ 
MEDEA COWTTNI 
CAMERON SHIPP 
(ERAID DAVIDSON ' 
JOHN RAYMOND 
HANS PETERS 
LINDSAY THOMPSON 
L. C. DAVIS 
AL BOYER 


[Of the foregoing, PAUL JAFFEB, LESLIE THOMAS, CARL HEAD, 
and JOHN BOYLAN have been identified with Ccoaunist front, and union Commun- 
ist activities* J 

In addition to the Board of Directors the organization 
has an Executive Committee composed of The following: 

CATHERINE BAIDYaUi \ 

BILLIE BURKE 

FILR2NCL C. CADREZ 

LESTER COLB 

UERVYN LeROI 

HACK MILLAR 

GSORGE RAHSAI 

CASE! ROBERTS 

WILLIAM H. SH30N 

DORRIS STEIN 

JU LES STEI N 

JOHN TeQBOHf 

tOf the above LESTER COLE has been outstanding in Coen uniat 
activities in Hollywood* He is a member of the League of American Writers, r' 

t.n v - 
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American Peace Mobilization, Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, signer of t.hs 1 
for the Fourth Writers Congress, Hollywood Peace Forum, etc* ^ 

_ (There is vary little doubt that the inspiration for the 
creation of the Hollywood Canteen originated in Communist circles* The ini- 
tial meeting called by the original sponsors was held in the home of SAU 
ALBERTS, a member of Musicians Local #47 and a known Comnunist, on August 14, 
1942 ~; There is no doubt that those of that faith active in the work of the 
project have much to say about how it shall be conducted. But owing to the 
fact that so many organizations and persons not sympathetic to the Conmunist 
cause are also interested in the work of the Canteen, there has not been any 
definite attempt at propaganda, or other Communist activities.J 

The fact that thousands of soldiers and sailors pass 
through the headquarters of the Canteen weekly make it difficult to detect 
possible attanpts of infiltration. ^ , 

PUBLICATIONS IN HOLLYTOOD WHICH HAVE HAD A BEARING ON COM - * 

MJNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE MOTION PICTURE 

business in Hollywood 

[Source K has given! tne following estimate of the influence 
of official organs ahd other papers in Hollywood on the motion picture business 
and the infiltration of Communists into the motion picture business. 


The Hollywood Reporter is a daily trade publication which 
has been in exietence approximately twenty yeare. The editor and publisher 
of thie paper is W. R. WILKERSON. This paper has always opposed Communist 
activity in the motion picture industry and is fully aware of Communist pene- 
tration. It has many times published editorials and articles to this effect* 


The Daily Variety is a trade publication which has been 
in existence in Hollywjod for approximately eighteen years. The general man- 
ager is ARTHUR UNGER. He is in no sense a Communist or a Communist sympa- 
thizer. However, other member of this staff of reporters on this paper, 

RALPH RODDY who is assigned to labor activities is a fellow traveller and 
always elants his news in favor of those Communist labor unions and guilds ( A v '\ 
that are under the leader ehip of HERBERT K. SQPRELL* ] * 
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Ths monthly publication "Flashes" is the official organ 
of Laboratory Technicians Local No* 683, I.A.T.S.E. It has been in existence 
since 1933. From the beginning up until 1940 it was not in any senee sympa- 
thetic to the Communist cause. In that year the Communist elements in ths 
union secured control and the paper since that time has reflected the Commun- 
ist Party line completely. The editor is RUSSELL LIcKNIGHT, a staunch fellow 
traveller and perhaps a member of the Communist Party. Before Soviet Russia 
vfas attacked by HITLER on June 22, 1941 the editorial policy of this paper 
was opposed to aid to Britain, etc., but immediately after the Soviet Union 
was attacked it came out for "all out prosecution of the war, aid to Britain, 
Russia and China." 


>/ Black and Whits 

This publication "Black and Whits" was originally a crea- 
tion of the Young Coaiauniats League and was issued at. irregular intervals dur- 
ing 1939 and 1940, dur ing the Fourth or Popular Front period of ths Conmuniet 
Party line. The first editor of the paper was WILBUR NEEDHAM of Santa Monica, 
California who has been engaged in Communist cultural activities for several 
years. JUIES KUSVETS who was exposed by the Tenney Investigating Committee as 
a Communist succeeded NEEDHAM as the editor of the paper shortly before it 
ceased publication early in 1940 with the change of the COi<* unist Party line. 
It was reported that WILL RQG2P5, JR., now congressman for Beverly Hills, Cal- 
ifornia, and whose name as "BTLL ROGERS" appeared on the masthead as an asso- 
ciate editor, originally financed the paper. 


v'CliEe 


er 


Ths Clipper was the official publication of the Hollywood 
Cfif&ter of the League of American Writers -and was the successor to "Black and 
White" and so stated on the masthead of the first two issues. It had its 
existence during the Fifth Period of the Communist Party line which was that 
period when STALIN and HITLER were friends. This paper's policy was one of 
isolation, opposition to the war, which corresponded to the Communist Party 
line at that time. After the attack of STALIN by HITIER on June 22, 19U, 
the paper within a period of a few months went out of existence. Its edi- 
torial board were well known Communis ts and fellow travellers. 


/ 


Ths Communique 



The publication "Communique" has not beer; issued regularly. 
It has been ths official organ of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense 
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Milch was originally Inspired by the League of American Writer*. It made 
‘Its first appearance early in February, 1942. The last issue was dated Sep— 
Jtenber 26, 1942. The second and third issues of this paper were mailed under 
official Government frank and bore a statement that it was "in cooperation 
with the O.E.U.". Later issues did not bear the Government frank. Thie paper 
reflected the Cccraunist Party line in detail. The editor has been UXLXQH 
UERUN, a mttaber of the League of American Writers. 


/ Hollyyaod How 

The publication "Hollywood Now" was the official weekly 
organ of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. It came into existence on Febru- 
ary 17, 1933. The last number was issued February 2, 1940* This paper was 
in existence during the Fourth or Popular Front period and followed strictly 
the Comaurdst Party line at that time; but the eigning of the STALIN-HITLER 
pact on August 23, 1939 sealed the death of this publication. It could not 
negotiate the sharp turn in the Communist Party line, from one of anti-Hit- 
lerism to one of Anti-Britain and democracy. After six months of trying to 
explain and justify the STALIH-HITLSP. pact it quietly passed out of existence 
with the February 2, 1940 issue. 

The masthead of this paper showed the names of the follow- 
ing person* who were responsible for its publication! 

DONALD OGDEN STEWART 
FRANK TUTTLS 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
BERN BERNARD, treasurer 

Professor 1J0HLLVH T. EfRNE, a teacher in the Ins Angeles 
City College was one of the niain contributors to the paper and had an article 
in every issue. He ms one of the Communist front leaders in Southern Cali- 
fornia, speaking before forums, women’s clubs, social organizations, labor 
unions, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the Hollywood League for Democratic 
Action, the League for Peace and Democracy, and the American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion. BYRNE has also written pamphlets interpreting the Communist Party line 
and one of the most ardent supporters of Comm uni sa in Southern California. 

He ie reported ae being in the armed forces at the present time. 

•• 

Hollywood Tribune 

The Hollywood Tribune was a Cocuunist publication which 
was another Hollywood casualty of the STALDWUTIEP. pact. It was issued by 
the "Columbia Publishing Corporation", 6715 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, 
California. It first came into existence in April 1939. This was during 
the Fifth or Popular Front period. 
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The publication was a weekly sad was meant to be Tor gen- 
eral circulation* It appealed to the sensational and dealt mainly with the 
motion picture industry and cultural affairs* It was strictly a Com uni at 
controlled publication and reflsctod the Communist Party line perhaps more 
outspokenly than any other publication in the section* The editor of the 
paper was E* A* DUPONT, now s motion picture director* Its contributors were 
the usual Communist figures In Hollywood, such as PKifeeaor NORMAN T. BTRNE, 
HARO ID SAUJSGN, ELLA HAT WINTER, MATER IZVEf, DONALD OGDEN STEWART, CARET 
He WILLIAMS, WILBUR- NEEDHAM, editor of “Black and White", and others* It was 
in fact another publication of the League of American Writers appearing Iron 
behind another screen* 


SUmiAKT OF COMnOST ACTIVITIES II! THE FROliT URGAHIZATIQHS 
IN THE LfOTION PICTURE BUSINESS 


i 


Source 4-L has suamed up the activities of the Communists 
in Hollywood insofar as its activities relate to the notion picture business 
ae fo lionet 



l * - 





There have bean sis periods of change in the Communist 
Party line in the United States since the formation of the Coraaunist Inter- 
nationale (Comintern) in Moscow, Russia in March, 1919. These changes were 
in every case determined by the foreign policy of the Soviet Union at the 
time* _ 

The Communist Internationale, also called the Third In- 
ternational e, of which the Communist Party of the United States ie a section, 
is the agency set up by the Communiet Party of the Soviet Union to operate in 
all countries of the vrerld outside of Russia to interpret and work in the in- 
terest of the Soviet Government, ^ 

Those periods are* 


period* 


FIRST PifltlOD ; From 1919 to 1921, Russian Revolutionary 


SECOND PERIOD : 
boring from within period. 


From 1921 to 1928, Revolutionary and 


THIRD PERIOD ; From 1928 to August 1935 was the Trade Unic 
Unity 'League period) still revolutionary and in favor of Communist controlled 
labor organizations* This period ended with the Seventh World Congress of ti 
Internationals which was held in Moscow in August 1933* 

FOURTH PERIOD: From August 1935 to August 23, 1939 idjen 
the pact between STAiJLN and HOTEft was entered into* Thie period ie known 

. JT C \ 
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as the Popular Front or Trojan Horae period, and is referred to ae such in 
this report, 

FIFTH PZRIPD t From August 23, 1939 to June 22, 1941 when 
HITLER attacked STALIN and began the invasion of Russia, This period has 
been referred to as the PERIOD OF THB PACT, 


time. This has 


SIXTH PERIOD > From June 22, 1941 
a called the POST-PACT period. 


to the present 




Inasmuch as references have been made to changes in the 
Couaunist Party line, and those periods of change have been referred to as { 
the POPULAR FRONT period, and the period of the STAIIN-HITLfiR PACT, etc., 
and inasmuch as certain individuale have been cited as belonging to concur- 
rent organizations such as the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the American Peace 
Mobilization, etc., it will perhaps make clearer the meanings of ttoee changes 
and the significance of membership in those organizations if the same are set 
down in glossary form. 

For the purposes of thie report we are not concerned with 
the First, Second and Third periods, as Hollywood during those periods HaH not 
been penetrated by the Communists. 

By keeping in mind the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth periods of 
the Communist Party line, their relation to the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union and the nature of the front organizations set up during those periods, 
the Communist affiliations and activities of thosa persons mentioned in this 
report who adhered strictly to those changse and organizations are plainly 
apparent. 

FOURTH (POPULAR FRONT) PERIOD : In Auguet 1935, in ItoscowJ 

Russia, the Seventh Lorld Congress of the Communist Third Internationale 
(Comintern) was held. At thie Congress a new line for a~n branches of the 
Coomuniet Party throughout the world was laid down by {TF PRG I DHOTROFF, the 
supreme head of ths Comintern. 

The new lina called a halt to all agitation for the over- 
throw of capitalism by revolutionary methods, and substituted therefor what 
was called the PORJLAR FRONT tactic. This meant that Gommuniete everywhere 
were to cease w»rk as revolutionists, and peas as staunch defenders of d man- 
era cy, civil right® and constitutional liberties and t h u s endeavor to influ- 
ence their respective governs on ta to bring about liiat was called a system of 
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COLLECTIVE SECURITY. This meant that Communists must take part in all na- 
tional governments and endeavor to influence those governmente to form an 
alliance with the Soviet Union to stop the rise of Hitlerism in Europe* As 
a consequence of this policy the Communist Party in the United States 'at that 
time supported the ROOSEVELT Administration and the New Deal, although pre- 
viously and before August 1935 v/hen the new line was laid down in Moscow, it 
had condemned them as being fasciet in nature. They also at this time worked 
arduously in pretended support of democratic processee and had a measure of 
success in penetrating.. governmental and administrative offices. This was 
only a tactic applicable at the time in the interest of the foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union. The Communist Party aid not surrender its previous revolu- 
tionary theory of the overthrow of capitalism; it only put it aside for the 
time being. This was stated clearly by EARL BROWDER on his return from, this 
Seventh *forld Congress when he made his report to the November Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Contuunist Party of the United States, quoted at Pages 
91 and 92 in this report Amt 1 -) 

FIFTH PERIOD (PERIOD OF THE PACT) ; During this period 
which began with the signing of the pact between STALIN and HITISl on August 
23, 1939, by which pact they became virtual allies, and which came to an end 
with HI TIER'S attack on the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, the Communist par- 
ties everywhere completely reversed their previous position. From a program 
of support for danocracy and advocacy of COLLECTIVE S EC URITY, the Communist 
Party charged that the democracies were responsible for the war which they 
termed strictly an imperialist one. They demanded a negotiated peace with 
HITLER, opposed America's entrance into the war, opposed the lend-lease act, 
opposed the Selective Service Act, and in every way possible gave aid and 
comfort to HITLER and Fascism. This policy was the reflection of the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union which at that time under the terms of the pact was 
the support of HITLER as against the interests of England and France. The 
main taek of the Communist Party in the United States during that period was 
to prevent the United States aiding England in the struggle and to so inter- 
fere with the preparation for national_defense tnat it could not enter the 
- -war as an ally of Britain. 


SIIIK PERIOD (POST— PACT PERIOD) : This period began with 

the attack on Soviet Russia by HITLER on June 22, 1941 and is still in ef- 
fect* This attack on Soviet Russia demanded that the Communist Party a gain 
do an about face. From a program of isolation and peace for the United 
States they began shouting that the United States must enter the war and with- 
in ninety days were demanding a SECOND FRONT against HITLER. This demand for 
a second front was launched as early as Septmber, 1941 in the Communist Party 
press, three months before the Pearl Harbor attack, at which time the United . - t 
States officially entered the war. h ~\ 
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Thie poeition was determined by tbe foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union which had overnight become the ally of the democracies, and 
not by the interests of the United States which they now so vehement^ pro^ 
fess to defend. ’ ' 

Thus we find the Communists in the present period right 
back where they were during the POPULAR FRONT period. 

Yfe again find the Communists laying aside their revolu- 
tionary aims temporarily, supporting democracy to the fullest, going all out 
to defeat HITLER and for the time being, at least, withholding all criticism 
of capitalist ''bourgeois democracy". 


nnmnTWTST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLLYTOOD DURING FOURTH 

PERIOD * 

AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 

HOLLT.IOOD ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE 

NEW THEATRE IEAGUE 

COITmfPORARY THEATRE, INC. 

THEATRE ARTS COMMITTEE 

MOTION PICTURE DHIOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

at 1 the foregoing organizations, under control and directed 
in the interests of the Communist Party line, were dissolved when the STALIN— 
HITLER pact was signed and the FIFTH PERIOD was ushered in. 

V 

COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLLYWOOD DURING 
FIFTH PERIOD 

HOLLYWOOD IEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
HOLLYWOOD PEACE FORUM 
HOLLYWOOD PEACE COUNCIL 
AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE ALLIANCE 
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1 the foregoing organizations came into existence shortly 
after the STAIJN-HITLSR pact was signed. They all followed the Communist Party 
line of the PERIOD OF THE PACT, and were propaganda organizations for the Com- 
munist Party line which was isolation, opposition to aid to the allies, oppo- 
sition to the Selective Service Act; in short they were working against the 
allies and aiding the Axis powers. 

They were all dissolved when HITLER attacked the Soviet 
Union, which ushered in the next period, the SIXTH PERIOD. 


CQISiUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HQLUWOGD DURING THE SIXTH PERIOD 

(The present period) 

HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION FOR DEFENSE 
HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN 

COMMITTEE FOR THE CARS OF CHILDREN IN WARTIME 

HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COIIOTTEE (Now in the process 

of formation) 

The foregoing organizations have been created since 
Russia became an ally of the United Nations, and are for all out prosecution 
of the war and seemingly ultra-patriotic* 


OTHER COMMUNIST FRONT CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLLYWOOD 
WHICH HAVE BEEN CONSTANT DURING ALL THREE PERIODS AND WHICH 
HAVE CLEARLY REFLECTED THE VARIOUS CHANCES IN THE PARTY LINE 

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 1 WRITERS, HOLLYWOOD CHAPTER 

HOLLYWOOD COMMITTEE FOR VfRlteRS IN EXILE 

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (Formerly 
United Spanish Aid Committee) 


LETTER OF 150 



This ,r Letter of 150" was a signed and published document 
in defense of the mass "purges" in the Soviet Union* 


■y 
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To* significance of a signature to this latter is that 
the signer me defending the position of STALIN as opposed to that of T- fl Q N 
TROTSKY in a highly involved political dispute. It is conclusive evidence 
that the signer was involved in inner Qoaauni «» Party political differences. 

The original caonittee that solicited the signatures for 
this letter were ROBERT. fflAIgS, one of the originsl members 'of the League 
of American Writers; MALCOI 11 OOWIET, League of American Writers; STENART DATES, 
League of Aoerican Writers; JIARK BLITZSTEDf, member of tte League of American 
Writers; and PAUL STRAND, member of the League of American Writers. 

(List published in Daily Workers, April 26, 1933; 


IgTTER OF 400 

This "Letter of 400 “ also was a signed and published do- 
cument. In the epring of 1939 a group of liberals and intellectuals who op- 
posed Communist domination of American Arts and Culture issued a statement 
of their views, claiming that there was no basic difference between Communism, 
Naziism, and Fascism; that eventually STALIN and HITI2R would come to terns. 

To answer these charges the "Letter of 400" was gotten 
up by the Communist Party. This letter denied vehemently *11 allegations 
and ridiculed the charge that STALIN and HITLER ever could make an agreanent. 
This “Letter of -400" was published just nine days before STALIN eigned the 
pact with HITLER, which made the Communists and fellow travellers who signed 
the document look rather foolish. 

The original committee that set up this "Letter of 400" 

were the following: 


Professor DOROTHY BREUS TER, Colmabla University 

DASHIELL HAIJEGTT, a writer and at the present time the 
President of the League of American 
Writers 

CORLISS LAiJONT, one of the editors of "soviet Russia 

Today" and a propagandist for the Soviet 
Union 

i • 

GEORGE MARSHALL, a fellow traveller of long standing 

Professor WALTER RAUT2ISTRAUCH, Professor of Economics, 
Columbia University and head of the na- 
tional Association for Civil Liberties and 
the Committee for the Protection of Foreign 
born 

_ vvo _ 



( 


<> 


V 

k 


i 


v 


4 s 



VINCENT SHEEHAN, a journalist, war correspondent and, 
a close fellow traveller prior to the 

HITLSR-STALIN pact August 23, 1939. 

DONALD OCDEN STEWART, Ex-national president of the League 
of American Writers; active in many Com- 
munist front organizations and a Commun- 
ist Party member. 

MAXWEL L S. STEWART, writer, member of the League of 

American Waiters and associate editor 
of the "Roviet Russia Today”. 

REBECCA J ANNEX TIMBERS, writer, member of the League of 
American Writers, a well known fellow 
traveller of many years standing. 

IIAHX VAN KIEECK, v.Titer, member of the League of American 
Writers, and a fellow traveller of many 
years st anding . 

(List of signers published in the Daily Worker 
August 14, 1939) 


SIGNIFICANCE OF MEHEERSHTP IN A COLONIST FRONT ORGANIZATION 

Membership in a Communist front organization during the 
FOURTH PERIOD is not, of itself, proof that he or she is a Communist, or even 
a fellow traveller. Thousands of "innocents" were drawn into those organi- 
zations who were unaware of Communist control or party-line procedure. 

BUT, if we find an individual who was a member of, or ac- 
. tive in, a Communist front organisation ,of the FIFTH PERIOD, then that is con- 
cuksive proof that he or she is either a Communist* Party manber or a close 
fellow traveller with the Party. This would mean that that person is willing 
to follow the party line of the Communist Party, even though it leads to a 
defense of Naziism or Facsism, should the foreign policy of the Soviet Union 
demand it. 


AGAIN, if we find an individual who was a member of, or 
active in a Communist front organization of the FIFTH PERIOD, such as the 
American Peace Mobilization, etc., and that individual has now become a mem- l 
ber of a front organization of the SIXTH PERIOD and takes a stand for all \ 0 

out prosecution of the war, etc., it is conclusive evidence that, that person’s 

present position was determined by the change in the Communist 'f'arty line 
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when HTTTKR turned and attacked Soviet Russia. It ie concluslveJj9 aldence that 
that person* a interests lie not with the United States and democracy, but wltl£ 
the interests of Soviet Union and Communism. In spirit such a person is just 
as much a Communist as EARL BROWDER himself* 


This tens was coined by NICOIAI LENIN, the father of thB 
Russian Revolution. It first appears in his book "Socialism and War", written 
and published in August, 1915* 

Speaking of certain so ciali sts and sympathizers, whom he 
described as "vacillating elements" he said: "These elements can be our fel- 

low travellers. It is necessary to get closer to them with the aim of fightr- 
ing social— chauvinists. But we must remember that they are only fellow trav- 
ellers; that as far ae the mAi n and fundamental problems are concerned. ... 
those same elements will go, not with us, but against us. ..." 

But there was once when the great genius was wrong. The 
fellow traveller has become the moet valuable instrument of all to the Commun- 
ist Party. Not being te chni c ally a member of the Communist Party and able at 
ail times to deny membership, he is free to carry the party line in a much 
more forceful manner than moet party members who are alwaye conscious of their 
party membership books. 

Further, the fellow traveller not being a part of the 
inner circle where vicious intrigue and jockeying for personal power dieillu- 
eions so many, he becomes a fanatical idealist willing to carry the party line 
to any extreme. 


Knowing this - , the Communist Party leaders, discourage 
this fanatically loyal fellow traveller from becoming a party member. He is 
many times more valuable on the outside in carrying the meseage. 


- TRAMSMTSSIDK belt 

When EARL BROWDER appeared before the Dies Committee in 
194*0 he used this term. He stated a Communist front organization was in the 
nature of a "transmission belt" between the masses and the Communist Party. 
He dei8cribed.it as a means whereby an individual might eventually become s 
member of the Communist Party through membership in one front organization 
after another, each one taking him step by step to party membership* 
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ENCIOSUKES FOR THB BUREAU : 

" ~ EXHIBIT NO. I 

Photo static copy of portion of the proceedings of the I.A.T.S.E. convention 
at Louisville, Kentucky, June 3 to 6, 1940 - Pages 1 to 12 inclusive. 



EXHIBIT NO. n 

rhotostatic copy of a portion of the proceedings of the I.A.T.S.E. convention 
at Cleveland, Ohio, June 6 to 9, 1938 - Pages 1 to 10, inclusive. 


EXHIBIT NO. HI 

Page 1 is photographic copy of Page 31 of the May, 1941 issue of "The Clipper*, 
which is heaaed "In Defense of Culture® and is a call of the League of 
American Writers to the "American Writer* Congress", June 6 to 8, 1941 
at New York City. 

Page 2 is a photographic copy of Page 3 of the iBgust, 1941 issue of "The 
Clipper", ntfiich is headed "A Communication to All Writers From The 
League of American Writers." 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 

THE IPS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION: 


1 ‘ * 



At Loa Angelas, California 

Will continue this investigation and will compile information 
showing the Coamunist Party connections of many of the moat influential per- 
sonages in the motion picture business in Hollywood. This compilation of 
information will set forth the numerous activities of such individuals in 
the Conmunist front organizations which indicate that the Communist Party 
line ha a been followed faithfully and ardently. Attention will also be 
called to a large number of books, pamphlets, scenarios, plays, newsreel*, 
speeches, letters and other material which indicate the enormous effort 
that has been made and is now being made by the Communist Party to get can- 
plete control of the motion picture businees and use it for propaganda pur- 
poses. 
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